Talibans serve ultimatum on Kabul 



^"9 t0 POis! 

Professor " 

' lM ' lil H, i| 

‘*■"*‘1 iK* i . “■ \. v 

ri ■' Hii-, 

" in 

Ill III. .. S t 'Mil ^ 


i r.ian uh 

“ a*. £ 

{'“ill’ll Jii'ii 

S Urn., in 1 ^. 

•m a 

train • 


umu-J - 

kit - an .-.vn 


Ilia* xaiil l : . 



uqvJ ts.Ti! 

J I .Hji* 

Uv-eU k*\ }•; 


Jl!! si; 

M 

.’III ti'iHHr. 

■ .11 2 ; r 

: kph*. 

K-. • jfcj * 

uilvti :!n- n 

l’\K- 

Jir.ri h:n: 

x • a ir. • 


i*i! l \t: •. ,.Kf. 

f »«'!■.- *i \ 

3(11 ln;r .;*,! 
in :r.v v .. 


Prince to end 
California reior, 


!\ \\« ! ( i % •• 

* 1 si • '*, i 

UK i' m.r-- ••• ■. r 

:»*.: ? :• • *••• •• • ■ ■■■ 


i» 


■•.c >.*.iu!*.* : ■ " ' 


:*> -.I;*' *- i- 1 



•i. *Ul9 ''' 


...v In- n. 

l* « ' • 

;u .i :hr- : 

. .i:;sr 


{hr 

S.-IS! ah 

i . 


. .. 





• *;>.iV 


Britain's 1st 

electronic-tag 

criminal 


S IN 




.... »i • ic: •*!■ 

1 ' f.’l ' 


a; . 

*»»•' *‘ ' .. 


■HU ' . 


„ t ..•111* 11 *-' 
( S n:.!' •" " Ki.il-- 

..’hits* 

-''.I; 

»* .■■*■•' "• ■; . .',! v*i' 

I - :. ! 

.. 5 s ;■ ;i„.*i' »' m 


Fleiss u* f r 


, , N K' 


it . ;ni ‘ . 

■»» . -i is.* 1. 


Mull- !ni " C.& 

• , ^ .,l\ .*■ '■ ■ ..U' ■ 

l.'USJ.A ,. u .l 1 ™ 


MAIDAN SHAHR (AFP) — The Taliban militia have given 
Afghan President Burhamiddin Rabbani and his military backers 


five days to surrender or face an attack on the Afghan capital 
Kabul by its forces. The deadline came from a senior Taliban 
spokesman on the western frontlines here Wednesday. “We have 
Sron them a five-day ultimatum, starting from today." said 
Mullah Mishr, the Taliban frontline commander based in the 


provincial capital Maidan Shahr. Pro-Rabbani security forces, j 
under the overall command of ex-defence minister Ahmad Shah i 
Masood, have been braced for a Taliban offensive from the ; 
direction of Maidan Shahr, 40 kilometres west of Kabul, for a 
week now. (see page 2). “Rabbani and Masood should peacefully 1 
give up power and leave Kabul." said Mullah Mishr, a former 
Mujahedeen commander from Uruzgan province whose real name 
is Mullah Abdul Oayum. He said Mr. Masood could retire to the 
Panjshcr Valley ana Mr. Rabbani to his native province of 
northeastern Badakhshan. but neither should leave the country. 
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Due to the closure of Alexandria International 
Airport for maintenance purposes. Royal Jordanian 
would Like to inform all our passengers that all 
flights to/from Alexandria will be temporarily 
suspended for the period 1 October till 30 
November 1995. to 'resume it's operation as of 1 
December 1995 to the normal schedule. 
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Arab League Council 
seeks a mechanism to 


end inter-Arab conflicts 


Arms control group 
meets in Amman 


AMMAN (Petra J — The 
working group on arms con- 
trol and regional security set 
by the multilateral phase of 
the Middle East peace pro- 
cess opened a two-day meet- 
ing m Amman Wednesday to 
discuss the details of a pro- 
jected regional security cen- 
tre here as agreed on in ear- 
lier group meetings. The 18 
delegates will discuss the cen- 
tre, which is part of ongoing 
efforts to enhance security’ 
and stability in the region, 
according* to Dr. Abdullah 
Touqan, head of the Jorda- 
nian delegation to the work- 
ing group. He said the centre 
can also serve as a tool to 
corroborate mutual confi- . 
dence between the countries 
of the region. He said there 
will be similar centres located 
in Qatar and Tunisia. 


Abdul Meguid demands Arab seat in Security 
Council, urges strategy for Amman summit 


Israeli president 
visits Hebron 


HEBRON (AFP) — Israel's 
President Ezer Weizman paid 
a brief visit Wednesday to the 
Ibrahimi Mosque in Hebron, 
the symbol of the struggle-for 
control over the city between. 
Israelis and Palestinians. Sur- 
rounded by security agents, 
Mr. Weizman made no state- 
ment as fie shook bands with 
Israeli settlers and children 
touring the fortified site.- 


Quake in Algeria 
causes light damage 


CAIRO (Agencies) — Arab 
League foreign ministers be- 
gan a two-day meeting in 
Cairo on Wednesday on new 
ways to stop Arab conflicts 
escalating into violence. 

Haunted by memories of 
the war for Kuwait in 1991, 
they are moving closer to 
creating an Arab court of 
justice and are expected at 
this six-monthly meeting to 
approve a code of honour 
outlawing the use of force in 
disputes between member 
states. 

Arab League Secretary- 
General Esmat Abdul 
Meguid urged the ministers 
to adopt the code and dele- 
gates to the meeting said they 
expected it would pass with- 
out much resistance. 

But the court of justice has 
been on the Arab League 
agenda for 50 years and 
Lebanese Foreign Minister 
Fares Bouez told Reuters 
that more time was needed to 
look at observations that 
member states have submit- 
ted to the secretariat. 

Dr. Abdul Meguid also 
attacked Israel’s celebrations 
of 3,000 years of a Jewish 
presence In Jerusalem and 
unexpectedly took a strongly 
pro-government position in 


the war between Algerian 
security forces and Muslim 
fundamentalists. 

on the court of justice, he 
said the secretariat had final- 
ly drawn up the statutes and 
was submitting them to the 
ministers. 

“Its mission is to prevent 
conflict and to settle any con- 
flict that may arise... through 
peaceful means. It is not in 
opposition to the jurisdiction 
of the international court of 
justice but is complementary 
to it," he added. 

But Mr. Bouez said parts 
of the statutes might still be 
at odds with the laws and 
constitutions of some Arab 
countries. 

“That is why setting up this 
court is veiy delicate. We 
should not have a court and 
then, when we have a prob- 
lem, not resort to it or avoid 
implementing its verdicts,” 
he said. 

Arab diplomats said Gulf 
states were particularly wary 
of giving a commitment to let 
an Arab court, rather than an 
international court, rule on 
sensitive matters of 


Setback to reconciliation 
will harm Arabs - Jordan 


sovereignty. 

Mr. Bouez said the code of 


(Continued on page 7) 


FOREIGN MINISTER 
Abdul Karim Kabariti said 
Wednesday that Jordan 
was currently playing an 
important positive and fun- 
damental role in reestab- 
lishing confidence among 
Arab states. 

Speaking in Cairo, where 
he is taking part in an Arab 
League Council meeting, 
Mr. Kabariti said that any 
setback to the reconcilia- 
tion process among Arab 
states will be a setback for 
pan-Arab interests. 

Meetings between .Arab 
foreign ministers on die 
sidelines of the Arab 
League Council meeting 
bear a great significance 
and are more important 
than the regular topics on 
the council's agenda, he 
said. 

With reference to 
Jordanian-Egyptian rela- 
tions, Mr. Kabariti said 
that Jordan was coordinat- 
ing and consulting with 
Cairo in all matters but 
“this does not mean that 


the two sides agree on all 
issues.” 

However, he added, 
Cairo and Amman hold 
identical views with regard 
to the basic issues, particu- 
larly Arab reconciliation 
and the Middle East peace 
process. 

The minister said Jordan 
considers the few anti- 
Jordanian articles appear- 
ing in Egyptian papers “do 
1 not reflect the official stand 
but the views of writers 
who oppose Jordanian- 
Egyptian coordination and 
are not happy to see Jor- 
dan, being a small country, 
playing a major role in res- 
toring confidence, bringing 
about reconciliation among 
Arab states and erasing the 
tension that lingered in the 
aftermath of the Gulf cri- 
sis.” 

Mr. Kabariti said that 
Jordan had taken active 
part in drafting the Arab 
code of honour, noting that 


(Continued on page 7) 


ALGIERS (AFP) — An ear- 
thquake measuring 4.2 on the 
open-ended Richter scale 
shook the Mascara region of 
western Algeria at dawn 
Wednesday, causing some 
damage but no casualties, a 
scientific institute said. The 


'Kamel guarantee for 
peaceful change in Iraq' 


Arafat, Peres strain for 
deal after row over map 


quake's epicentre was around 
three kilometres from El 


three kilometres from El 
Ghoumri, the Algerian cen- 
tre for astrophysics and 
geophysics in Oran said. On 
Aug. IS last year a quake 
‘measuring 5.6 left 172 people 
dead and 288 injured in*the 
Mascara region. 


Blast' hits pro-Kurd 
office in Turkey 


ISTANBUL (R) — An ex- 
plosion rocked a building 
housing the pro-Kurdish Peo- 
ple’s Democracy Party 
(HADEP) in Turkey's port 
city of Izmir on Wednesday, 
shattering windows but caus- 
ing no injuries, local HADEP 
officials said. Turkish police 
said the early morning explo- 
sion in the three-storey build- 
ing was caused by a leaky gas 
.canister, but HADEP offi- 
cials said a bomb had been 
placed outside the door. “For 
sure it was not a gas canister, 
it was a bomb,” said a 
HADEP official who did not 
want to be named. 


KUWAIT (AP) — A mem- 
ber of Saddam Hussein's in- 
ner circle who defected to 
Jordan last month would help * 
secure a peaceful change of 
leadership in Iraq, Jordanian. 
Foreign Minister Abdul 
Karim Kabariti was quoted as 
saying Wednesday. 

He told Kuwait's daily A1 
Siyassah rhat Lieutenant- 
General Hussein Kamel 
“represents the guarantee 
that a change in Iraq would 
not be bloody and that Iraq' 
would stay united.’' 

He said Gen. Kamel, who 
fled to Jordan with his 
brother and their two wives 
— both daughters of Presi- 
dent Saddam — was “a ba-. 
lanced person who knows 
what he wants.'’ 


Turkey urges Greece 
to start dialogue 
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ANKARA (AP) — Foreign 
Minister Erdal Inonu on 
Wednesday urged Greece to 
step up efforts at solving 
long-standing disputes be- 
tween the two neighbouring 
countries. Mr. Inonu told re- 
porters that he had held va- 
rious talks with Greek offi- 
cials in the six months he has 
been in office, but said 
Greece had foiled to indicate 
fny readiness toward a dia- 
logue. “This time, I hope we 
can make progress when we 
n»et in New York on the 
Session of the United Na- 
tions General Assembly,” 
Mr. Inonu said. The Turkish 
and Greek foreign ministers 
will meet in New York. Mr. 
Inonu added that the Greek 
parliament’s recent ratifica- 
£ bon of a bill allowing Greece 
to extend its territorial waters 
tn the Aegean from six miles 
to 12 miles had not helped to 
improve relations. “We have 
repeatedly said the move was 
“nacceptable,” Mr. Inonu 
said. 


The defection by Gen. 
Kamel, who masterminded 
Iraq's secret armament prog- 
ramme, shook and dimply 
embarrassed Saddam govern- 
ment. His vow to oust the 
Iraqi president received the 
public supporr of King Hus- 
sein. 

But Arab leaders have ex- 
pressed fears following the 
much-publicised defections 
that political change in Iraq- 
could be bloody and that 
President Saddam's over- 
throw might be followed by 
the partition of Iraq into 
three separate entities — a 
Kurdish north, a Shi’ite Mus- 


lim south and a Sunni Muslim 
centre. 

The Kuwaiti daily's inter- 
view with Mr. Kabariti pro- 
vided a fresh sign that rela- 
tions between Jordan and the 
Gulf Arab states were fast 
improving after a five-year 
strain caused by Amman's 
perceived tilt towards Bagh- 
dad during the 1990-91 Gulf 
crisis. 

Mr. Kabariti said be ex- 
pected his meeting in Cairo 
later this week with his 
Kuwaiti counterpart. Sheikh 
Sabah A1 Ahmad A1 Sabah, 
to be “open and optimistic.” 

The two men are meeting 
on the sidelines of a gathering 
of Arab League foreign 
ministers. 

“We believe time has come 
to turn the page on the past. 
We are the two neighbours of 
Iraq who are most interested 
in its stability and the change 
of its regime....,” Mr. K^bar- 
iti was quoted by AJ Siyassah 
as saying. 

Mr. Kabariti also said Gen. 
Kamel hag deposited more 
than S30 million in a Jorda- 
nian bank. 

Mr. Kabariti said General 
Kamel “needs political sup- 
port rather than financial... 
he had deposited more than 
S30 million in a Jordanian 
bank.” 

It was not clear when the 
money was deposited. 


TABA (Agencies) — Pales- 
tine Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) Chairman Yasser 
Arafat and Israel Foreign 
Minister Shimon Peres laun- 
ched Wednesday a fifth 
straight day of negotiations, 
straining to wrap up a deal to 
extend autonomy across the 
West Bank. 

Deespite the Herculean 
effort, officials on both sides 
were cautious about the pos- 
sibility of completing an 
agreement quickly. 

Mr. Arafat and Mr. Peres, 
who made no statement, re-’ 
sumed their talks despite a 
Palestinian walk-out over- 
night over the carve-up of the. 
territory into autonomous 
areas and Israeli-controlled 
zones. 

“We have tough, hard 
work,” said Mr. Arafat's 
spokesman Marwan Kanafa- 
ni. “We intend to do it and 
hopefully, we will have an 
agreement." But he admitted 
he did not know when. 

A senior Israeli official 
who refused to be named 
predicted several more days 
of negotiation. “I don’t think 
we expert to sign before next 
week," he said. 

Control over Hebron re- 
mained the stumbling block, 
to a long-delayed agreement 
to implement the second 
phase of autonomy — Israeli 
military redeployment out- 


side Palestinian areas, trans- 
fer of civil powers and auton- 
omy elections, which are 
more than 14 months behind 
schedule. 

Mr. Arafat and Mr. Peres 
launched the umpteenth 
round of their negotiations in 
the Red Sea resort of Taba 
on Saturday with the aim of 
signing the agreement at the ' 
White House in Washington 
on Thursday. 

The PLO chairman 
stomped furiously out of the 
talks overnight Tuesday- 
Wed nesday and ordered hisT 
delegates to follow him after 
an Israeli general produced a 
map with an Arab village cut 
in two “for security reasons.” 

“You talk like an occupier 
and this is a map of occupa- 
tion,” Mr. Arafot told Israeli 
General Dan Biran, the com- 
mander of the central milit- 
ary region which includes the 
West Bank. 

“You want to control the 
West Bank, then go on, con- 
trol it,” Mr. Arafat said. 

From his room Mr. Arafat 
called Egyptian President 
Hosni Mubarak and then 
U.S. Secretary of State War- 
ren Christopher to say he was 
leaving the negotiations. ] 

But after phone calls from 
Egyptian Foreign Minister 
Amr Musa and U.S. coordi- 


(Continued on page 7) 


Study finds polarisation in Jordanian society, 
calls for official action to address the problem 


By Ayman AJ Safadi 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 


AMMAN — Democratisa- 
tion and modernisation of 
Jordan's government sys- 
tem are the only effective 
solutions to the state of 
polarisation between Jorda- 
nians of East Bank origin 
and those with Palestinian 
roots, a study released 
Wednesday by the Centre 
of Strategic Studies at the 
University of Jordan said. 

The study pointed out 
that a state' of dichotomy 
exists between the Jorda- 
nians and Palestinians in 
the Kingdom and that no- 


thing short of a complete 
overtiaul of the system can 
protect national unity. 

There is a consensus 
among the political and so- 
cial circles that the rela- 
tionship between Jorda- 
nians and Palestinians must 
be treated through innova- 
tive approaches that take 
into account the uniqueness 
and particularities or socie- 
ty, said the study, which the 
centre presented as a sum- 
up of views that were 
offered by Jordanian and 
Palestinian experts at a 
rountable discussion held 
earlier this year. 

The roundtable discus- 


sion followed a survey the 
centre had conducted on 
the relationship between 
Jordanians and Palesti- 
nians. 

“The survey concluded 
that there are a number of 
■■ impediments that prevent 
the integration of the two 
communities and if certain 
policies are followed, the 
degree of integration will 
increase and the permanent 
disappearance of the im- 
pediments will be a ques- 
tion of time,” said the 
study. 

The study said that both 
communities have fears and 
suspicions which consoli- 


date the state of polarisa- 
tion between them. 

It said Jordanians fear 
the increase of the number 
1 of Palestinians in Jordan, 
the domination of the eco- 
nomy by the Palestinians, 
dual loyalty among Palesti- 
nians and the lack of appre- 
ciation among Palestinians 
of. the benefits of tbeir be- 
longing to Jordan. 

Jordanians of Palestinian 
origin, said the study, are 
uncomfortable with the 
concentration of public sec- 
tor jobs among East Bank- 
ers, government favourit- 


(Con turned on page 7) 




Iranian passengers sit in the buffet of Ovda military airport in southern Israel 
after their plane was hijacked and landed there on Tuesday (AFP photo) 


Hijacked Iranian airliner to 
return home minus hijacker 


OVDA, Israel (Agencies) — 
A hijacked Iranian airliner 
carrying 176 people was sche- 
duled to take off for Tehran 
late Wednesday after being 
further delayed by a technical 
breakdown, Israeli officials 
said. 

Crew and passengers 
boarded the Boeing 707 after 
Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin took the decision at an 
inner cabinet meeting to re- 
lease the aircraft, “despite 
Iran's hostility.” 

“We have suffered too 
much from hijackings to keep 
these people,” Mr. Rabin 
told. reporters. • 

But technicians then found 
a defective part which had to 
be replaced and passengers 
disembarked again and re- 
turned to the terminal at the 
Ovda air force base in the 
desert. 

Repairs had to be com- 


pleted before the plane could 
fly out, the officials said. 


fly out, the officials said. 

A steward who hijacked 
the aircraft with a pistol on 
Tuesday remained behind in 
Israel, where he has re- 
quested political asylum. 

Five other passengers, who 
also reportedly requested 
asylum in Israel or a Western 
country after landing Tues- 
day, would be on the plane, 
state radio reported. 


A total of 163 passengers 
and 14 crew were on board 
upon arrival, including the 
steward, the army said. 

Israel rejected Iran's de- 
- mand that the hijacker be 
extradited. 

The hijacker was identified 
Wednesday as Jabari Rizah. 
a 29-year-old flight atten- 
dant. Mr. Rizah was being 
held at a police lockup in the 
Red Sea resort of Eilat, some 
30 kilometres south of the 
airbase where the plane had 
landed, police said. 

Mr. Rizah was to be 
brought before a municipal 
judge in Eilat on Thursday 
for a remand hearing. 

The cabinet said ail passen- 
gers and crew were being 
flown back. Israel army radio 
said this included five Iranian 
passengers who had re- 
quested political asylum in 
Israel, One woman passenger 
had turned to an Israeli army 
officer and asked to be 
allowed to stay in Israel. 

The Itim news agency said 
the steward could be handed 
over to the International 
Committee of the Red Cross 
to find a country willing to 
take him. 

Despite angry protests in 
Tehran, the government de- 
layed the departure Tuesday 
night to check if any of the 


Iranians had information ab- 
dut Ron Arad, an Israeli 
aviator missing since his 
fighter plane was shot down 
over Lebanon in 1986. 

Israel holds Tehran re- 
sponsible for his fate. 

Israeli secret service agents 
questioned the men and 
women separately at the 
Ovda base. The radio said an 
Iranian general was among 
the passengers. 

Arad's mother, Batia, gave 
the crew and passengers a 
letter for Iranian leaders to 
try to obtain her son's re- 
lease. 

She appealed, in a voice 
broken with emotion, for 
them “to be the angels who 
intervene with President (Ali 
Akbar) Rafsanjani." 

Her words were simul- 
taneously translated into Far- 
si, but most of the passengers 
said they had never heard of 
Ron Arad. 

She said she fell “betrayed 
by the government" for re- 
leasing the aircraft. 

“We believe we have to 
use this opportunity to estab- 
lish contact with the regime 
in power in Iran which has 
been holding my son for 
years,” she said. 

Several right-wing deputies 


(Continued on page 7) 
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Human rights 
minister visits 
Morocco’s most 
notorious jail 


Iran suggests Paris 
host Algerian talks 


Ciller to resign and 
seek new condition 


KENITRA, Morocco 
(AFP) — Kenirra prison. 
Morocco's most infamous 
penitentiary, opened its 
gates to an unlikely VIP 
this week in -the person of 
Human Rights Minister- 
Mohammad Ziane, who 
wants to improve the lot 
of its 1,876 inmates. 

On the occasion of an 
“open day" organised by 
Mr. Ziane. a few journal- 
ists were able for the first 
time to enter the prison 
whose sinister reputation, 
extends beyond Moroc- 
co's borders for having 
held within its walls many 
of the country's top 
opposition figures. 

The prison was built 
around 1920 by the au- 
thorities -of the French 
protectorate, on a hill a 
short distance from Kenit-* 
ra 40 kilometres north of 
Rabat. 

The facility, initially in- 
tended for between 700 
and 800 prisoners, now 
holds more than twice 
that number, almost all of 
whom are serving long 
sentences. 

Of the inmates, 40 have 
been sentenced to death 
and 114 are serving life 
terms. 

The prison has five 
blocks, one for those on 
death row . another for the ' 
“lifers," another for those 
in solitary confinement, 
and so forth. 

These sectors are con- 
nected by long corridors, 
which generations of pris- 
oners have marked with 
their graffiti. Verses of 
the Koran mingle with 
advice or expressions of 
hope. “While there's life 
there's hope," one inmate 
had written. 

The prisoners are held 
several dozen at a time in 
large cells or in cells of 
one, two or three men. 

The “privilege” of a 
private cell is generally 
reserved for those with 
death or life sentences 
and for a few dozen Isla- 
mic militants who call 
themselves “political pris- 
oners" — a term the au- 
thorities reject. 


Just 1 over a year ago. 
King Hassan n commuted 
the death sentences of ab- 
out 200 prisoners into life 
terms. Since’ then the 
courts have sentenced 47 
more prisoners to death, 
40 of whom are at Kenit- 
ra. 

Executions are rarely 
carried out in Morocco 
and only three have taken 
place since 1980. 

The Islamic activists,' 
who are generally better 
educated than the average 
inmate, are rhe most diffi- 
cult. They complain con- 
stantly about the food, the 
level of medical care, mail 
“that never comes." the 
proximity of “common 
criminals" and the “little 
Berlin wall” which keeps 
them apart from visitors. 

The administration says 
these complaints are un- 
founded with the excep- 
tion of the ban on “direct 
contacts” with visitors 
which it defends on 
“security grounds." Pris- 
on staff said they were 
“doing their utmost" to 
improve conditions. 

The main complaint of 
common law prisoners 
was that their sentences 
were too long. When 
news of Mr. Ziane's visit 
got around, scores of pris- 
oners hastily scribbed 
their dolences on pieces of 
paper which they handed 
through the bars to the 
minister's aides. Most 
were appeals for a reduc- 
tion in sentences. 

Layouni, 49 but who 
looked at least 65. said he 
had been at Kenitra for 29 
years without ever getting 
remission. ‘Tve never kil- 
led anyone. All I did was 
to try to escape four 
times," he said. 

Mr. Ziane took note 
and said his administra- 
tion would do its best to 
handle all the complaints. 

In the death cell block, 
Mr. Ziane turned to the 
only foreign prisoner, a 
Frenchman called Jackie 
Courreau, a former res- 
taurant owner sentenced 
for a triple murder 11 
years ago. 


PARIS (R) — France could 
pave the way for democratic 
elections in Algeria by orga- 
nising peace talks for the 
violence-racked North Amer- 
ican nation, Iranian Foreign 
Minister Ali Akbar Velayati 
was quoted as saying on 
Wednesday. 

“The French government 
could take the initiative to 
end the Algerian conflict 
which concerts all the coun- 
tries of the Mediterranean,’* 
Mr. Velayati told the French 
catholic daily La Croix in an 
interview in Tehran. 

“France, which enjoys a 
major influence in Algeria, 
could try to brirfg together 
the different opposition 
movements and encourage 
them to seek reconciliation 
with the government to pre- 
pare the way for elections 
and the formation of a demo- 
cratic government," be said. 

More than 40,000 people 
have died in fighting in 
Algeria since the military- 
backed government scrapped 
1992 elections that Muslim 
fundamentalists were poised 
to win. 

Mr. Velayati’s suggestion 
was likely to fall on stony 


ground. In February, Algeria 
angrily rejected a proposal by 
former socialist French Presi- 
dent Francois Mitterrand for 
a European Union-sponsored 
conference on Algeria. 

Algeria, which won inde- 
pendence from France in 
1962 after a war, denounced 
the Mr. Mitterrand proposal 
as interference in its interna! 
affairs. 

Mr. Mitterrand suggested a 
conference in Europe based 
in part on .a platform for a 
ceasefire and democratic 
elections drafted in Rome by 
the main opposition parties 
including the outlawed Isla- 
mic Salvation Front, but re- 
jected by the Algerian gov- 
ernment. 

France is being careful not 
to stir up anti-French senti- 
ment in Algeria. It believes 
extremists from Algeria are 
behind a wave of bombings in 
France that have killed seven 
people and injured more than 
130. 

Islamists accuse Paris of 
backing the Algerian govern- 
ment in its fight against them. 
Mr. Velayati denied charges 
that Iran backs the radical 
Armed Islamic Group. 


ANKARA (Agencies) — 
Turkish Prime Minister Tan- 
su Ciller said on Wednesday 
she was resigning and would 
launch an immediate attempt 
to form a new government. 

“The thing to be done to- 
day is to start the search for a 
new government within the 
framework of democratic 
traditions... the country does 
not need an election — it 
needs a solution,'* she told 
reporters. 

She made the announce- 
ment after talks with the 
junior partner m her coalition 
government broke down and 
its leader called for her to 
resign. 

Deniz Baykal, the newly 
elected head of the social 
democratic Republican Peo- 
ple's Party told reporters af- 
ter meeting Ms. Ciller that 
their left-right coalition was 
“effectively finished" and 
that the prime minister 
should step down “to open 
the way for elections.” 

Mr. Baykal was elected 
head of his party at a con- 
vention on Sept. 10. 

At the time he pledged to 
remain in the governing 
coalition despite grass-roots 
sentiments within his party 


Rage over Filipina’s death verdict 
could harm appeal - UAE official 


ABU DHABI (R) — A Un- 
ited Arab Emirates (UAE) 
official has said the outrage 
over condemned Fiiipina 
maid Sarah Balabagan could 
hamper her efforts to win 
leniency in appeals courts. 

“This (death sentence) de- 
cision is not at all final. The 
door is still open. My fear is 
that if these strong reactions 
continue it won't help in 
keeping leniency/’ the offi- 
cial, who spoke on condition 
of anonymity, told Reuters. 

A UAE Islamic court on 
Saturday sentenced Sarah 
Balabagan to death for killing 
her employer Almas Moham- 
mad A1 Balonshi. It rejected 
her plea that she stabbed him 
34 times in self-defence after 
he raped her. 

Ms. Balabagan 's case has 
sparked an uproar in the Phi- 
lippines similar to that winch 
swept through the country in 
March when another Fiiipina 
maid, Flor Contemplacion, 
was hanged for double mur- 
der in Singapore. 

Philippines President Fidel 
Ramos is sending three top 
ministers to the UAE to try 
to save her from execution. 

As foe government scram- 


bled to save Ms. Balabagan, 
some Filipino officials lashed 
out at the court’s decision. A 
member of the Senate Fore- 
ign Relations Committee said 
the maid had been “set up for 
tiie gallows” to protect the 
reputation of her employer 
she had accused of rape. 

“These types of statements 
can only hurt the matter. 
Manila is sending a delega- 
tion. This should not be done 
with the background of press- 
ure,” said the UAE official. 

“There are no shouts of 
rage from UAE nationals. It 
was reported in the press 
without outrageous reac- 
tions. An old man has been 
lolled and she is being por- 
trayed as this poor 16-year- 
old girl .who is innocent. It’s 
as if she has already been 
executed,” he added. 

The maid, her lawyers, and 
Philippines officials say Ms. 
Balabagan is 16 but the UAE 
says she is 27, -based on docu- 
ments Philippines officials 
say were forged. 

Foreign Secretary 
Domingo Siazon, one of the 
officials who will fly to Abu 
Dhabi to appeal for Ms. 


Balabagan ’s release, urged 
Filipinos not to react the way 
they did when they burned 
Singaporean flags after Con- 
templacion was hanged. 

The UAE Federal Sup- 
reme Court must endorse any 
death sentence even if the 
defendant does not file an 
appeal. Execution must be 
approved by President 
Sheikh Zayed Ben Sultan A1 
Nahayan, the Justice Minis- 
try said. 

The ministry has defended 
the death sentence. 

Sheikh Zayed ordered a 
retrial after the same A1 'Ain 
court sentenced Ms. Balaba- 
gan in June to seven years 
imprisonment for manslaugh- 
ter. It also found she had 
been raped and awarded her 
financial compensation. 

Ms. Balabagan’s chief 
lawyer said he has filed a 
•notice of appeal and planned 
to file a formal one in the - 
coming days. 

Ms. Balabagan urged the 
Philippines to pray for her in 
an emotional telephone con- 
versation with her mother on 
Tuesday, an embassy official 
said after seeing her in pris- 
on. 


Peace prevails in Kabul , but fear of war rides high 


By Kan Stewart 

. The Associated Press 

KABUL — Many shell- 
shocked residents in the 
Afghan capital fear the 
gtimmer of peace they’ve 
enjoyed for six months 
could soon fall victim to a 
civil war that has already 
daimed more than 25,000 
lives. 

In the mountain passes 
and villages south ana west 
of Kabul, gunmen from the 
Taliban faction, a student- 
led militia, have been 
readying for a new offen- 
sive on Kabul. 

“A day or two at the 
most," Defence Ministry 
spokesman known only as 
Abdullah told the Associ- 
ated Press on Monday. 
“The Talibans have 
brought in reinforcements, 
their morale is high, but to 
break our security belt 
(around Kabul) at any point 


will be a very difficult situa- 
tion.” 

With the war rhetoric in 
Kabul reaching a feverish 
pitch, a sort of psychologic- 
al assault already has been 
launched on the city's 
population. 

Rumours are twisted into 
fact and the truth is next to 
impossible to glean from 
the myriad of tales of im- 
pending battle. 

The Talibans, in an omi- 
nous warning to foreigners 
to evacuate the city, ex- 
pressed resounding confi- 
dence of victory. 

The government of Presi- 
dent Burhanuddin Rabbani 
has assured residents the 
Talibans will not breach the 
city’s outer most defence, 
but says the battle is soon in 
coming. 

After surviving more 
than two years of relentless 
rocket volleys, mortar fire 


and urban guerrilla war- 
fare, Kabul’s estimated 
750,000 residents earlier 
this year began to rebuild 
their lives and their homes, 
the vast majority of which 
lie in piles of rubble on 
block after city block. 

“People are again coming 
out of doors.” said Sultan 
Malikyar, a vegetable mer- 
chant. “Even though 
almost everything we had 
has been ruined, without 
fighting we can at least have 
hope.” 

Mr; Malikyar, 47, fled 
Kabul in 1994 after bis son 
was killed in a rocket attack 
in a southeastern district. 

After navigating the ban- 
dit and war riddled refugee 
route to the eastern city of 
Jalalabad, Mr. Malikyar 
languished for months in a 
squalid camp with little 
more than a plastic tent as 
shield against the searing 
Afghan desen sun. 


He, along with tens of 
thousands of Kabul resi- 
dents, have returned ' to 
their homes with the hope 
of rebuilding, a hope 
seemingly destined to dash 
with the wills of military 
and rebel warriors prepar- 
ing to once again to bring 
war to the dty. 

The Talibans, which only 
swept into the Afghan fray 
late last year, quickly be- 
came the government’s 
most serious threat, having 
captured more than a third 
of the country and most 
recently toppling the key 
western dty of Herat. 

Their stunning success 
coupled with the fact that in 
Kabul the Talibans remain 
doaked in mystery, rumour 
and myth, has city residents 
on edge and watching every 
move very closely. 

“We hear so many things 
about the Talibans, first 


they were heroes, then fun- 
damentalists and now ter- 
rorists,” Jaleel Ahmad said, 
glancing over his shoulder 
as be speaks, a nervous 
habit picked up after living 
through months of Afgha- 
nistan’s fratricidal blood- 
shed. 

Ahmad, a student hoping 
to return to university be- 
fore too long, slowly wai- 
ters through one of Kabul’s 
rejuvenated markets. 

Shops, for so long shut- 
tered and sealed, have be- 
gun to reopen. A bright, 
newly painted blue and 
white sign welcomes visitors i 
into A k bar’s Cookies and 
Cakes shop. 

A modest but healthy 
trade is returning to Kabul, 
once one of Central Aria's 
most vibrant centres. 

What remains uncertain 
for many who have gam- 
bled on peace in Kabul, is 
how long will calm prevail. 


that its social democratic 
ideas were being ignored by 
Ms. Ciller’s dominant True 
Path Party and a steady loss 
of popular support through 
its inability to keep campaign 
promises. 

“Under the present cir- 
cumstances, what must be 
done is to bring forward the j 
(general) election” planned 
for autumn 1996, Mr. Baykal 
said, adding that his party ! 
had not yet decided whether 
to leave the government. 

In her first reaction to 
Baykal's statement Gller let 
it be known that she did not 
wish to stand down and called , 
for an immediate meeting of 1 
the full executive council of 
her party to discuss the future 
of the government. 

General elections are now 
scheduled for the fall of 1996- 

The main-opposition 
centre-right Motherland Par- 
ty said on several occasions 
recently that it would extend 
its support to a minority gov- 
ernment headed by Ms. Oi- 
ler- 

“I am now going to Cank- 
aya (the residence of presi- 
dent Suleyman Demire]) to 
hand m my resignation,” Ms. 
Oiler told reporters. 


Mass PoW 
graves found 
in A1 Arish. 

CAIRO (R) — Egyptians 
said they had identified two 
mass graves in which Israeli 
troops buried unarmed Egyp- 
tian prisoners-of-war (PoWs) 
during the Middle East war 
of 1967. 

An expedition to the Sinai 
peninsula, organised by the 
government newspaper AI 
Ahram and guided by eyewit- 
nesses to the alleged events, 
found human bones in shal- 
low graves at an air base and 
a desert valley near the coas- 
tal town of Al Arish. 

But a report on the expedi- 
tion, published in the news- 
paper on Wednesday, said 
they did not find any com- 
plete skeletons. It attributed 
this to erosion and natural 
decay. 

The fate of the prisoners- 
of-war has become a bone of 
contention in Egyptian- 
Israeli relations since an 
Israeli military historian 
alleged last month that 
Israelis killed some 300 Egyp- 
tian prisoners in the 1967 
war. 

The Egyptian government 
is demanding an investigation 
and possibly a trial. Israel 
says it cannot try people for 
crimes committed more than 
20 years ago. 

Former Sergeant Abdul 
Sal am Musa, the expedition's 
guide to the air base grave 
five kilometres from Al Ar- 
ish, said he was in a group of 
Egyptian prisoners who saw 
the Israelis shoot other pris- 
oners by firing squad on June 
7, 1967. 

“I saw a line of prisoners, 
civilians and military, and 
they opened fire at them all 
at once. When they were 
I dead they told us to bury 
them,” he said. 

In Midan Valley 27 
kilometres from Al Arish, 
bedouins showed the expedi- 
tion the site where they said 
Israelis troops killed 30 un- 
armed Egyptian prisoners-of- 
war. 

One of the bedouins. 
Sheikh Suleiman Moghnem 
Sal am a, said: “Lorries ar- 
rived loaded with troops. 
One of them stopped and 
more than 30 Egyptian sol- 
diers got out and the Jews 
opened fire at them with 
machineguns a few metres 
from the asphaly road.” The 
bedouins then buried the 
prisoners, he added. 
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WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by the Depart- 
ment of Meteorology. 

Temperatures are expected to 
rise slightly but remaining below 
average with winds northwesterly 
to northeasterly moderate. 
Temperatures arc expected to rise 
further on Friday beco mi ng around 
average. In Aqaba, winds wifi be 
northerly moderate and seas calm. 
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Min ./Max. temp. 

Amman 17/29 

Aqaba 23 /36 
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Jordan Valley 22 / 36 

Yesterday's high temperatures: 
Amman 26 Aqaba 33. Humidity 
rcatfings: Amman 42 per cent. 
Aqaba 45 per cent. 

USEFUL 

TELEPHONE 

NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY 

AMMAN: 

•Dr. Mukhlcs Mazahrah 820425 

Dr. Khaldoun Asfour 699440 

Dr. NasscT Ibrahim 649028 

Dr. Salman Al Daboubi .,.,776751 

Firas pharmacy 661912 

Fcrdows pharmacy 778336 

AJ Asema pharmacy 637055 

Nairoukh pharmacy 623672 

Al Salam pharma cv 636730 

Yacoub pharmacy'.; 64494S 

Shmcisani pharmacy 657660 

Nairoujh pharmacy 623672 

Nnjib pharmacy 847632 


WMD: 

Dr. Mohammad Al Hilu .... 279773 
Al Quds pharmacy ( — J 


ZARQA: 

Dr. Yousef Harzailah 988075 

Khalifch pharmacy 985417 

EMERGENCIES 

Food Control Centre 6371 1 1 

Civil Defence Department 661111 
Civil Defence immcdiarc 

Rescue 630341 

Civil Defence Emergency 199 

Rescue Police 192.621111,637777 

Fire Brigade 6I7IOI 

■Blood Bank 775121 

Highway Potioc 843402 

Traffic Police 896390 

Public Security Department 630321 

Hold Complaints 605800 

Price Complaints 661176 

Water ana Sewerage 

Complaints 897467 

Amman Municipality 

Complaints 7871 II 

Telephone Information 

(directory assistance) 121 

OvcrecasCalN 010230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repairs 623101 

Abdali Telephone Repairs 661101 

Jordan Television 773111 

Radio Jordan 774111 

Water Authority 680 ] 00 

Jordan Electricity Authority 

_ . 815615 

Electric Power 

Comp"* 636381 

RJ Plight Information .... 08-53200 
Queen Alia Inti. Airport 08-53200 


HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre 813813/32 
Khaiidi Maternity. J. Amn 

644281/6 

AkOeb Maternity. J. Amn. 

642441/2 

Jabal Amman Maternity .... 642362 

Malhas, J. Amman 636140 

Palestine. Shmcisani 664171/4 

Shmcisani Hospital 669131 

University Hospital — 845845 

Al-Muasbcr Hospital 667227/9 

The Islamic. Abdali 666127/37 

Al-Ahli. Abdali 664164/6 

Italian. AbMuhajrccn ... 777101/3 
AJ-Bashir.J. Ashrafich 775111/26 

Army.SMarfca 89161 i/IS 

Ooccn Alia Hospital ....602240/50 

Ama] Hospital .....607155 

The Arab Centre for Heart and 
Special Surgery 865199 

ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govt. Hospital (09)983323 
Zarqa National Hospital 

(09)900560 

IbnSioa Hospital (09)986732 

Al Hifcina Modem Hospital (09)990990 

tRMD: 

Princess Basina Hospital (02) 27555 5 

Greek Catholic Hoipual (02)272275 
Ihn AJ Mafias Hoipual (02)247100 

AQABA. 

Princess Haya Hospital (03)3 14 1 1 1 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 

QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 

This information a suppfied by 
Royal Jordanian (RJ) information 
department at the Queen Alia In- 
ternational Airport Tci. (08)33200- 
5. where it should always be veri- 
fied. 

ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) 

Flights 

(Terminal 1) 

04:25 Singapore, Kuala Lumpur 

(RJ) 

05 J0 Adcn(RJ) 

0840 D hah ran (RJ) 

08:15 Sanaa (RJ) 

•9 M New Delhi (RJ) 

1*00 Riyadh (RJ) 

10J5 Beirut (RJ) 

10J5 Muscat. Dubai (RJj 

11:09 Colombo (RJ) 

17:45 New York. Amsterdam (RJ) 

17:50 London (RJ) 

18J0 Cairo, Aqaba (RJ) 

19:15 Bangkok. Calcutta (RJ) 

19:10 Casablanca. Tunis (RJ) 

19:15 Athens (RJ) 

20:00 .... /Uni Dhabi. A) 'Ain (RJ) 

2tfc40 Rorac(RJ) 

0fcl5 ; Larnaca (RJ) 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Turkish prisons hold 9,000 PKK activists 

ISTANBUL (AFP) — Some 9,000 Kurdish members of the 
separatist Kurdish Labour Paity (PKK) are currently 
imprisoned in Turkey, up from around 900 two years ago. 
Interior Minister Nahit Mentese said Tuesday. His state- 
ment, came at the opening of an international conference 
on drugs in Istanbul. Mr. Mentese said the rapid nse in the 
numbers of those detained and convicted was creating 
problems in Turkish prisons. He did not elaborate. The 
PKK has been in armed revolt against Ankara since 1984 in 
the mainly Kurdish eastern and southeastern Anatolia. The 
conflict between the two sides is estimated to have cost the 
ivies of 20,000 people in all. 

Iran slams nuclear testing 

VIENNA (AFP) — Iran sharply criticised countries 
continuing to conduct nuclear tests on Tuesday, in a 
statement released on the second day of an International 
Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) meeting in Vienna. Like 
other participants who have condemned testing, M.Rj 
Amrollahi, the Iranian vice-president, did not mention any 
countries by name. However, only France and China have 
conducted nuclear tests in recent months. "The present 
race between certain nudear-weapon states to undertake 
nuclear tests has regrettably led to perpetuating tensions in 
the world community,” he told the assembly. Such tests, 
also are “a clear indication of the determination of 
nuclear- weapons states to... enhance their nuclear arsen- 
als,” he added. The Iranian delegate's comments came the 
day after 11 Pacific rim nations offered a similar rebuke at 
the IAEA conference in the form of a resolution deploring 
nuclear tests. Mr. Amrollahi called for the cessation of all 
tests to smooth the way towards the hoped-for signing of a! 
comprehensive nuclear test ban treaty next year. He also, 
criticised the continuing refusal of Israel to adhere to the 
nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty, and complained about. 
U.S. assistance in developing Israel’s nuclear technology.- 

Lawyer warns university to remove ‘heretic’ professor 1 

CAIRO (AFP) — An Islamic lawyer on Tuesday filed an 
official warning to Cairo University to ban from teaching a 
professor convicted of heresy, legal officials said. Abdul' 
Halim Mandur addressed the warning to the head of Cairo- 
University calling for the “removal of Nasser Hamed Abu 1 
Zeid from his teaching post and the banning of all his books;' 
and writing," they said. Mr. Mandur added that if Abu> 
Zeid was not removed he would take the university to. 
court. Legal sources said issuing the warning, which was 
also formally filed against President Hosni Mubarak and, 
his prime minister, was a necessary first step to winning a 
court ruling for Dr. Abu Zeid’s removal. In June a Cairo' 
appeals court ruled that the Arab professor was anr' 
“apostate” from Islam based on his scholarly writings and 1 
ordered his divorce from his wife on the grounds that a! 
Muslim cannot be' married to a heretic. 

Israel frees Jew who killed Arab in 1984 

TEL AVIV (R) — Israel freed an Israeli Jew on Tuesday^ 
sentenced to life in prison for killing an Arab in a 1984, 
rocket attack on a Jerusalem bus, an official said. DavuT 
Ben-Shimol, 29, smiled as he walked out of a prison in.' 
central Israel 11 years after he fired an anti-tank rocket at 
an Arab bus carrying some 50 passengers to Bethlehem in. 1 
the occupied West Bank, killing one and grounding 10. A*- 
court ordered him jailed for life for the killing and for a’ 
grenade attack on an Arab restaurant in which 19 people 1 
were wounded but his term was commuted twice by former: 
Israeli President Chaim Herzog. A spokesman for Israel's? 
prison authority said he was released on Tuesday after ai 
justice ministry committee reduced his prison term to 11 
years for good behaviour. , 

Lebanon takes delivery of U.S. army vehicles ’ 

BEIRUT (AFP) — The Lebanese army on Tuesday took-' 
delivery of 170 U.S. armoured and military vehicles? 
Lebanese officials said. The goods were handed over by the> 
U.S. military attache to Lebanon, Lieutenant Colonel) 
Timothy Grimitt, after they arrived in Beirut port, the_ 
official agency ANT said. TTae equipment was from U.S. 
stocks in Germany and was handed over for a symbolic 
price as part of U.S. military aid to Lebanon, which 
resumed in 1994 after being suspended for 10 years because 
of the 1975-1990 civil war. In July the United States handed 
over 16 transport helicopters for the symbolic price of $1.5 , 

' million. Lorries, jeeps and lifting gear worth a total of $11 ' 
million has also been supplied at one-tenth of its cost. The 
Lebanese army dissolved into religious factions in February j 
1984, but in 1991 its 50,000 soldiers were reunified amfc ■ 
reorganised into multi-faith brigades under the command, 
of General Emile Lahud. ' 

Tunisia optimistic on Mideast bank project 

WASHINGTON (AFP) — Tunisian Foreign Minister 
Habib Ben Yahia said Tuesday he was increasingly 
optimistic about the Mideast and North Africa develop^.! 
ment bank proposed a year ago at the regional summit in 1 : 
Casablanca. ‘Tm more hopeful at this time that somethings 
will come out of Amman in the way of a regional financial ! 
institution,” Mr. Ben Yahia referring to the upcoming-1 
summit in Jordan Oct. 29-31. But he acknowledged before 
a meeting with Secretary of State Warren Christopher thaf;i 
there were "diverging views on how to make this institution 1 '; 
work.” The idea from the bank came from the United 
States but European countries had preferred not to add to 
existing structures, such as the World Bank. Other !l 
countries likely to be turned to for the bulk of the bank's | 
capital, such as Saudi Arabia, have been hesitant. The" 
Casablanca summit decided to set up a group of experts to"" 
study the possible roles of the future bank. The groups 
which was named in January, recently met in Rome and.‘ 
another meeting is expected Oct. 6-7 in Washington 
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MARKET PRICES 




Uppcrdower price in fib per kg. 

Apple 600/40 

Biuiana 680 

Banana (Mukammar) 63> 

Cabbage ISO /SI 

Carrol 420/320 

Cauliflower 240/40 

Cucumbers (large) 150/ 120 

Cucumbers (small) 300 / 20 

Eggplant 250/ ISO 

Figs 320/250 

Garlic 700/50 

Grapes 750600 

Guava 650/500 

Lemon 300200 

Marrow (large) 300 /3K) 

Marrow (small) 450 / 39 

Mulukhia 140/ SO 

Okra 850 / 7« 

Onion (dr*) 240 1 180 

Orange 4BV3BO 

Peaches 1000/800 

Pepper (hot) 220/150 

Pepper (sweet) 200/150 

Pomegranate 340G50 

Poiaio 270 1 170 

String Beans 650 / 500 

Tomato |2(W0 

Water Melon 110/70 
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Zarqa women speak Words with Meaning ’ 


j By GhatiaAlul 

Special to the Jordan Times 

1 

i ZARQA — In the heart of 
1 throbbing downtown 
j Zarqa, about 20 kilometres 
i south east of Amman, a 
; group of young unem- 
: ployed women rehearse 

• "Words With Meaning," a 
} play about the grim realities 
; and experiences of their 
j lives. 

1 Words With Meaning" is 
{ a play that six young 
; women will stage Saturday 
i at the Is lami c Cultural 
i Society with the support of 
i CARE In ternati onal in Jor- 
dan, an international organ- 
isation that supports 
| women empowerment pro- 
jects. 

1 But 'Words with Mean- 
j mg" is not simply a play. It 

■ is a record of the difficult 

■ episodes in the lives of the 

■ women who will perform 
Ithe play to an exclusively 

I women audience. 

i "My brother runs my life. 

I I am insulted and I am 

■ denied all my rights to 
: work and socialise." These 
; are some of the words that 

• Wisam will say as part of 
j her role on stage on Satur- 
day. 

. "These women will use 
; this play as a tool to send a 
I message to the world, about 
'their fives and concerns,” 

1 said Lubna Izzeddin, coor- 

■ dinator of the Youth Project 
under which the Zarqa 

| women are working. 

, The overall objective of 
i the project is to empower 

• women with the skills and 
! confidence to play a lead- 
! ing role in determining how 

• they want to run their lives 
' and achieve financial inde- 
■ pendence. 

j But before sending these 
: women to the market 
' through small ventures that 
! CARE will finance, the 

■ project, called Social and 
! Economic Self-Sufficiency 
for Disadvantaged Youth in 
I Jordan, is focusing on 
: building die women's self 

confidence through expos- 
l ing them to different situ a 
.dons in which they will 

• have to deal with people. 

; Ms. Izzeddin said that the 

• project helps disadvantaged 
women "discover them- 
selves" by talking about 

: different issues, and also 
gives them a chance to 
engage in several activities 

• that contribute to the 



The six participants in a scene from the play “Words 
with Meaning” 


enhancement of their 
knowledge about the social 
and economic aspects of 
life. 

"They have the complete 
freedom to choose any 
topic that can be socially 
addressed such as handi- 
caps and other issues," she 
added. 

The play is part of these 
activities which is geared 
towards building these 
women’s self confidence. 

The women's needs were 
decided through the Partici- 
patory Rapid Appraisal 
(PRA) course which was 
implemented among other 
activities identified as 

Introductory Activities for 
Unemployed Youth in 

Zarqa City. 

The PRA also decided oo 
specific issues to be 

addressed, using different 
tools such as maps, inter- 
views and field research. 

"During the course, they 
visited some organisations 
where they had to interview 
people and inquire about 
several issues,” she said. 

Ms. fay-addin added that 
those activities will 
enhance the beneficiaries' 
communication skills as 
well as prepare them psy- 
chologically in dealing with 
the community. 

"At the beginning, we 
were afraid of talking to 
strangers. This eventually 
changed and we went to 
places we never dreamt of 
visiting,” said Jam ana, a 


participant in the project. 

The course, 'she said, has 
helped the women get rid of 
their fears of dealing direct- 
ly with people. 

So did participation in 
other activities such as the 
"Dean up the World cam- 
paign, organised by the Jor- 
dan Environment Society in 
Amman, which' strength- 
ened the women's involve- 
ment with the community. 

"This campaign has con- 
tributed to the enhancement 
of their organisational skills 
and encouraged their 
involvement with the com- 
munity,” said Ms. Izzeddin. 

The participants recog- 
nised' the benefits of the 
activities in which the pro- 
ject has involved thefn. 

"The play is helping us 
develop our self-confi- 
dence", said one woman. 

Ms. Izzeddin said the 
play, which tackles social 
and psychological prob- 
lems, also reflects the wom- 
ens' dreams and hopes for 
the future. 

The director of the play. 
Adz Khayoun, said that 
"Words With Meaning " is 
not aimed at creating pro- 
fessional actresses out. of. 
these women. 

It is basically geared 
towards developing their 
personalities through build- 
ing their self confidence, he 
said. 

Ms. Izzeddin said Zarqa 
was chosen for the project 
because of the city's high 


population, unemployment 
and crime rates and because 
it has many reported 
abused and disadvantaged 
women. 

She said that the last 
phase of the project will be 
to help those women decide 
ori small scale ventures that 
would generate income as 
well as provide them with 
social and psychological 
satisfaction. 

"The women became 
more independent, more 
sure of themselves and are 
looking forward to achiev- 
ing their financial indepen- 
dence," said Ms. Izzeddin, 
who stressed that the activ- 
ities the project organises 
are sensitive to the women's 
social standards. 

"Before joining this pro- 
ject, I was afraid of men to 
the extern that I would 
change the bus if my seat 
was next to a man's seat," 
Wisam said. 

She added that the project 
not only helped her get rid 
of her fears, it also created 
an attachment towards her 
colleagues and coordinator 

"I cannot let a day pass 
without attending the ses- 
sions here,” she said. 

Ms. Ivyftririin said that by 
the end of this project fea- 
sibility studies and market 
research will be conducted 
with funding from CARE 
to ensure the success of the 
projects that the women 
will set up. 

Once these ventures are 
chosen, CARE will provide 
the women with the neces- 
sary training to help them 
run their businesses suc- 
cessfully. 

"Upon choosing a project, 
we will determine the kind 
of skills they will be 
taught," said the coordina- 
tor. 

Ms. Izzeddin said the suc- 
cess of the youth project in 
Zarqa has encouraged 
CARE to cany future 
expansion plans. 

The next step will be to 
design similar projects for 
disadvantaged young men 
while the current project 
will be expanded to include 
hearing-impaired women. 



n: 14 ,, 

„„AI **“-*'*' „ 

I*-!* * , '°'' Xr . . • ‘ 

!*"•*- '■ , 



SWISS CULTURAL WEEK 

Films 

’Anna Golden-'The Last Witch” and "Off Season" (with 
subtitles in Arabic) at 5.00pm and 8.00pm at the Royal 
Cultural Centre on Thursday. 

*” Always and Forever" and "The Mountain" (with Arabic 
subtitles) at 5.00pm and 8.00pm at the Royal Cultural Cen- 
tre on Friday. 

Entertainment 
* An evening with Dimitri, the loveable down, at the 
Royal Cultural 8:00 p-m respectively at the Royal Cultural 
[Centre (RCC) 

Exhibitions 

,* Two photography exhibitions: "Swiss photographers 
[since 1840 until today," and "Face to Face with Switzer- 
land," at the RCC 


POETRY RECITAL and MONO-DRAMA 
jl*By Tunisian poet A1 Munsif A1 Mazani at the Phoenix 
GaDery for Culture and Arts, Gardens St, on Thursday at 
j7.00pm. 

* "The Great Death" (In Arabic)at the Phoenix Gallery for 
[Culture and Art on Friday at 7.00pm. 

FILM 

TThe Candidate" at the American Cultural Centre on 
^Thursday at 5.00pm 


LECTURE 

•"The History and Status of the Distinguished Relations 
between Syria and Lebanon" by George Dil at Abdul 
Hameed Shoman Foundation on Thursday at 630pm. 


EXHIBITIONS 

• Works by Lamia Abdel Sahib and Samer Ousama enti- 
tled "Aux Sources Orien tales de la Fountaine," at the 
French Cultural Centre. 

• Paintings by Sudanese artists at Baladna Art Gallery. 

• "Beneath the Waves," photographs on Aqaba underwa- 
ter life by Julia Reinholt at The Gallery, Hotel InterConti- 
nental. 

DARATALFUNUN 

•Graphic work by several artists and students in the 
South Gallery. * photography of Jordan, 'Elements in Har- 
mony' by Hala Hilmi Hodeib at the Blue House. * Painted 
stone and steel, 'Embargo Art' by Iraqi artist Nuha A1 Radi 
at the Garden of the Blue House. • 'Early Morning Scrib- 
bles' by Lebanese artist Amin Ai Bacha and Jordanian 
artist Rajwa Bint Ali and Tate Night Scribbles' by Amin 
Al Bacha and Joranian artist Ali Bermamet * Open Air 
Sculpture workshop.* Ceramic shop at the Lower Garden. 
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For reservations call 613 572 


Ground floor , 220 m 2 ,big garden ,private Phone, Separate entrance 

two bedrooms ,two bathrooms ^Idtchea^spacioas salo^ sitting and 
dining room. 


FURNISHED APARTMENT FOR RENT 

Independent first floor apartment with garden and 
independent garage, consisting of 2 bedrooms, 
spacious kitchen guest room, sitting & dining room, 
maid’s room, glassed-in veranda, independent central 
heating with telephone. Very good furniture. 
Please call: 665711, 664256 


Jordan Times 
Tel. 667171 


Jordan Times, Thursday-Friday, September 21-22, 1995 3 


Confidence withdrawal motion 


referred to Higher Council 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The 
Speaker of the Lower 
House of Parliament has 
requested that the Higher 
Council for the Interpreta- 
tion of the Constitution 
determine the constitution- 
ality of a member of parlia- 
ment’s right to de man d a 
vote of confidence during 
an extraordinary session of 
the chamber. 

The reason for the request 
is that a group of deputies, 
d urin g tbe extraordinary 
session which adjourned 
last Monday, requested that 
the House withdraw confi- 
dence from Minister of Jus- 
tice His ham Tell for what 


they termed was his mis- 
handling of tbe case of 23 
supreme court judges who 
had submitted their resigna- 
tions, and for his accusation 
that the judges’ move was 
politically motivated. 

Informed parliamentary 
sources said that the Higher 
Council for the Interpreta- 
tion of tbe Constitution wUl 
bold a session early next 
week to examine tbe case. 

Sixteen deputies of the 
Islamic Action From (IAF) 
party had requested that 
parliament hold a vote of 
confidence session, but a 
debate held later ended 
with 48 out of 71 present 


deputies voting for refer- 
ring the subject to the coun- 
cil for its views on tbe 
issue. 

According to the sources, 
decisions made by the 
Higher Council for the 
Interpretation of tbe Consti- 
tution are binding to all par- 
ties. 

The council, chaired by 
Speaker of the Senate 
Ahmad Lawzi groups eight 
members, of whom three 
are members of the senate, 
and its decisions are passed 
by a majority of six votes. 

Meanwhile, it was 
announced Wednesday that 
Mr. Srour will leave 


Amman Friday for Pyong 
Yang at the head of a Jor- 
danian parliamentary dele- 
gation on a visit to North 
Korea lasting several days. 

During the official visit 
Mr. Srour and his party will 
hold a series of meetings 
with North Korean officials 
to discuss international 
affairs and issues of com- 
mon concern. 

Jordan established diplo- 
matic relations with North 
Korea in 1977 and in 1979 
they signed the first trade 
agreement between them. 


Islamic party condemns 
killings in Algeria 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The 
Amman-based Arab 
Islamic Democratic 
Movement (Dua’a) 
Wednesday issued a state- 
ment conde mnin g the 
indisc rimin ate killing of 
people, mainly journalists 
in Algeria, and accusing 
tbe perpetrators as being 
agents in tbe pay of for- 
eign nations. 

In its statement, Dua’a 
said that the wave of 
assassinations against the 
Algerian people, particu- 
larly journalists, is earned 
out by a “deviasionist 
group” which has chosen 
the path of bloodshed and 
destruction.” 

The statement con- 
demned the -killing of 
innocent people and 
expressed solidarity with 
bereaved families. 

The “murderous group”, 
the statement said, respon- 
sible for the tragedies is 
funded and trained abroad 
and takes its instructions 
from parties bent on caus- 
ing destruction to Algeria 
and its people and harm- 
ing the Islamic retigfou 
which bans acts of 


killings, violence and ter- 
rorism and preaches toler- 
ance and respect of other 
people's views. 

The statement charged 
that this group enjoys 
backing from neo-colo- 
nialist nations which har- 
bour hostile designs 
against the Arab World. 

Some estimates have put 
tbe death toll after three 
years of strife in Algeria at 
more than 30,000. 

In its saiement Dua’a 
called for an end to tbe 
cycle of violence and 
strife and urged all groups 
in Algeria to opt for dia- 
logue towards reconcilia- 
tion and peace. 

The statement urged tbe 
Algerian government to 
open tbe door for dialogue 
with tbe various political 
groups and factions in 
order to reach a settlement 
and end the bloodshed. 

Dua’a particularly voic- 
es its solidarity with the 
Algerian journalists who 
are the main targets of the 
criminal group, the state- 
ment said. 


American, Jordanian 
businessmen discuss 
investment, trade 


AMMAN (Petra) — A del- 
egation from the US-Arab 
National Chamber of Com- 
merce led by Richard 
Holmes Wednesday held 
discussions on trade and 
investments with the Chair- 
man of tbe Federation of 
Jordanian Chambers of 
Commerce, Haidar Murad 
and board members. 

Mr. Holmes told his hosts 
that his group, representing 
various trade sectors that 
were affiliated to 400 
American companies in the 
United States, were autho- 
rised to pave the ground for 
Jordanian- American 
schemes. 

Mr. Holmes urged busi- 
nessmen from the United 
States and Jordan to build 
“a solid basis of coopera- 
tion for the future.” 

Mr. Holmes and his group 
first listened to Mr. Murad 
outlining tbe main duties of 
tiie federation which 
groups 14 chambers of 
commerce serving 70, 000 
companies in the Kingdom. 

The Middle East and 
North Africa (MENA) con- 


ference is expected to focus 
ou die potential and the role 
of the private sector and its 
cooperation with- foreign 
investors in Jordan and in 
the region as a whole, Mr. 
Murad said 

In light of that, he added, 
the federation is ready to 
facilitate investment ven- 
tures in Jordan. 

Mr. Murad called on 
American businessmen to 
consider launching joint 
ventures with Jordanian 
businessmen as part of U.S. 
contribution to sustaining 
peace and stability in the 
Middle East 

Following the meeting 
with Mr. Murad, the Amer- 
ican delegation met with 
Asem Hindawi, director 
general of the department 
for .encouraging invest- 
ments, to bear about tbe 
department’s activities and 
the types of incentives on 
offer for foreign investors. 


UNDER THE PATRONAGE OF H.R.H. 

THE JORDANIAN SAVE THE CHILDREN FUND 
. IN COOPERATION WITH 
HOTEL INTERCONTINENTAL JORDAN 




PRESENTS GALA DINNER 
WITH THE SPECTACULAR 
CREATIVE MAGICIAN 

★★ 

Christoph Von Gonschor 

IN ★ 


★ . ON SUNDAY 24/9/1995 


MATINEE SHOWS WILL ALSO BE HELD 
ON 26 & 27/9/1995 AT 5:00 P.M. 

TICKEJS ARE SOLD AT: 

THE HOTEL INIBaCONTlNBOTAL JORDAN 

TEL* 641361 EXT. 2222 & AT: 615830-615831 
ALSO AT: AHJA ABaiASUPeSSTORE. SAFEWAY, 
OTCM/N, JORDAN SUPB^MARKET, FROSIL 
MLANO RESTAURANT, KAR0WMVJ BOUTIQUE 
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Powell praises Christian right 


WASHINGTON (R) — 
Saying the “pilot light” on 
his U.S. presidential bid 
may be lit, Colin Powell 
praised the Republican 
Party’s Christian right 
Tuesday and said “their 
efforts to make America 
shape up ought to be 
applauded” 

■ Id an interview at his 
Spartan office just outside 
Washington, the retired 
four-star geoeral said the 
choice on whether to run for 
president will be the tough- 
est decision of his life, but 
said be could add qualities 
to the race that others — 
including Republican fron- 
trunner Bob Dole — lack. 

The former chairman of 
the Joint Chiefs of Staff, 
who has kept his political 
views a closely guarded 
matter during his 35-year- 
long military career, also 
indicated that if he did run 
be would have no trouble 
finding a home in the 
Republican Party. 

Gen. Powell said the 


American people had 
turned off President Bill 
Clinton because he 
promised one kind of lead- 
ership and ideology and 
delivered another, and 
called Sen. Dole a man with 
a vision who would bring 
“many decades and years of 
experience as a legislator to 
an executive position.” 

“I am someone who 
believes in this country, is 
dedicated to it and who 
knows bow to get things 
done,” Gen. Powell said. “I 
know how to solve prob- 
lems. I am considered a 
facilitator, someone who 
knows how to bridge differ- 
ences, who can bring people 
opposed to each other 
together to find a compro- 
mise.” 

Despite criticism from 
conservatives and especial- 
ly rightwing Christians on 
his support of abortion 
rights, gun control and affir- 
mative action programmes, 
Gen. Powell said be sup- 
ported family values as 


“strongly as anybody in the 
Christian Coalition.” 

He added, “I think the 
Christian right and the 
Christian Coalition ought to 
be applauded for their 
efforts to make America 
shape up again and start 
concentrating on the family 
and restoring the nuclear 
family and putting structure 
back in our schools." 

The first black to be 
named America’s top sol- 
dier described himself as 
having “lived a life of fami- 
ly values.” He said his only 
difference with the 
C hris tian ri ght was on ques- 
tions of legislative goals. 

■ He said that many 
Republicans be bad been in 
contact with would not go 
as far in legislative goals as 
the Christian right He 
called the party much 
broader than it has been 
painted in the press. 

But he cautioned 
Republicans not to be seen 
in the black community as 
sending a message of harsh- 


ness and lack of under- 
standing on such issues as 
welfare reform. 

Gen. Powell has said he 
would not make up his 
mind on whether to ran for 
president until after his tour 
to promote his autobiogra- 
phy My American Journey 
ends in October. Then he 
said he would deride if he 
has “the fire in his belly" to 
undergo such an ordeal. 

Asked if he was feeling 
the start of such a fire, Gen. 
Powell smiled broadly and 
said, “there may be a pilot 
light burning.” 

He added so far in his 
book tour he has signed 
5,500 books in two days 
and 7,200 bookplates and 
was receiving advice from 
former Vice President Dan 
Quayle on what to do to 
avoid writer’s cramp. 

He said that the advice 
was simple — move the 
wrist in signing a book, not 
the fingers. 


Kashmir gunbattle leaves 6 dead, 
hostage talks ‘progressing 9 


SRINAGAR, India (AFP) 
— A gunbattle between 
Muslim militants and 
Indian troops left six people 
dead here Wednesday as 
Indian officials said negoti- 
ations with the kidnappers 
of four Western tourists 
were “progressing.” 

Three Muslim militants, 
two civilians and a paramil- 
itary trooper were killed in 
tire clash between at least a 
dozen heavily armed 
Muslim militants and bor- 
der guards in Lai Bazaar, a 
suburb of this Kashmir 
summer capital, police said. 

The firefight erupted 
Tuesday evening after 
troops sealed off Lai Bazaar 
prior to a raid on a hideout 
of the Muslim separatist 
group Harkat-Ul- Ansar, 

police said. 

A spokesman for the para- 
military Border Security 
: Force (BSF), which con- 
ducted the operation, said 
the militants had been urged 
to surrender. 


“They opened fire 

instead,” said BSF 

spokesman Rajinder Main. 

The fighting raged into 
Wednesday afternoon with 
Muslim guerrillas using 
AK-47 assault rifles and 
grenades and Indian troops 
responding ' with mortars, 
machine-guns and rocket- 
propelled grenades, police 
and witnesses said. 

“It’s war,” said Mohamad 
Shaft, who was trapped in 
his home by the fighting 
along with a number of 
other residents of the area. 
Intermittent gunfire and 
explosions could be heard 
as Mr. Shaft spoke to AFP 
by telephone. 

Police said a 65-year-old 
resident of the area and his 
son had been killed in 
crossfire while the fighting 
left one BSF trooper dead 
and three injured, including 
an officer 

Three Muslim guerrillas 
believed to be Afghans 
were also killed and then- 


bodies taken to a police sta- 
tion, where they were dis- 
played to reporters. 

Dozens of Afghans are 
fighting alongside Kashmiri 
Muslim militan ts in the 
northern Indian state. Police 
said a fire started during the 
clash had razed three hous- 
es but fire trucks had been 
unable to reach the scene to 
extinguish the blaze 
because of stray bullets. 

BSF troops cordoned off 
the area to conduct a house- 
to-house search for mili- 
tants while a helicopter 
hovered overhead to pre- 
vent guerrillas from escap- 
ing, police said. 

Residents of Lai Bazaar 
and surrounding neighbour- 
hoods burned tyres in the 
streets and erected barri- 
cades in an attempt to 
impede the security forces 
and demonstrate their sup- 
port for the militants, wit- 
nesses said. 


Thai king orders more 
measures as floods kill 100 


BANGKOK (R) — 

Thailand’s King Bhumibol 
Adulyadej has called for 
additional measures to pre- 
vent flooding in Bangkok, 
including the clearing of 
derelict canals and the 
installation of pumps to 
drain floodwaters to the sea. 

The king’s advice to city 
authorities, carried live on 
television, came as the 
death toll from flooding 
since early July across 
much of Thailand rose to 
nearly 100, provincial offi- 
cials said Wednesday. 

The Meteorological 
Department has forecast 
further heavy rains in all 
regions. 

King Bhumibol, in a 
meeting late Tuesday with 
Bangkok Governor Krisda 
Arunvongse Na Ayutthaya, 
Irrigation Department offi- 
cials and police, warned of 
the economic and social 
costs of extensive flooding 
in the capital. 

The king criticised the 
construction of flood barri- 
ers around Bangkok, which 


he said could lead to the 
inundation of communities 
on the wrong side of them. 

He also criticised the gov- 
ernment promise to com- 
pensate flood victims, say- 
ing the offer of money 
served only to frighten and 
dishearten people. 

Preventative measures 

should be taken instead of 
curative ones, he said. 

Neglected canals connect- 
ing the city to the sea, 25 
kilometres to the south, 
should be excavated and 
enlarged and a basin pre- 
pared near the sea. he said. 

Extra pumps should be 
installed as quickly as pos- 
sible to drain the Sump area, 
he said. 

The king’s advice on 
flood prevention marked the 
second time be has recom- 
mended action to ' solve 
pressing problems in recent 
weeks. 

Last month, the king 
rebuked government minis- 
ters responsible for 
Bangkok's traffic problems 
for politicising the issue and 


foiling to come up with 
proper solutions. 

Prime Minister Banharn 
Silpa-Archa told reporters 
Wednesday he would heed 
the king's advice on flood 
prevention immediately and 
called emergency meetings 
to implement the recom- 
mendations. 

There have been flood- 
related deaths in 19 
provinces with the central 
province of Pichit the worst 
hit with 14 deaths. 

The flooding has also 
caused extensive damage to 
farmland and an estimated 
five per cent of the coun- 
try’s main rice crop has 
been lost, government offi- 
cials said this week. 

Authorities said the flood 
threat to Bangkok would be 
critical early next week 
when the volume of water 
flowing through the city’s 
Cbao Phraya River, which 
drains most of the flood-hit 
provinces, meets high tides 
from the Gulf of Thailand. 


Under tight security, relief 
camps open in Virgin Islands 


CHARLOTTE AMALIE, 
U.S. Virgin Islands (AP) — 
Federal officials rushing aid 
to ■ victims of hurricane 
Marilyn served hundreds of 
people, but hit a stumbling 
block — they didn’t have 
enough trucks. 

Foot infant formula, 
plastic tarps for roofing and 
other essentials were 
offered at three distribution 
sites on the island of Sl 
T homas, which lost a quar- 
ter of its housing and nearly 
all services during the hurri- 
cane Saturday. 

But the centres closed for 


the night Tuesday without 
providing promised ice, 
drinking water, or nails and 
hammers needed to fasten 
the taips to homes. Officials 
planned to reopen them 
Wednesday. 

Gov. Roy L. Schneider 
conceded that there weren’t 
enough tracks to distribute 
the aid being flown in by 
the Federal Emergency 
Management Agency. 

Mind fill of sporadic loot- 
ing, U.$. marshals and 
National Guard soldiers 
took up positions on the 
perimeter of a camp near 


the airpon. 

Accompanied by two 
young sons, Keith Richards, 
37, picked up a tarp and 
said be wasn’t concerned 
that he didn’t have the tools 
or help to put it up. 

"It’s early and I just need a 
cover for the house,” be 
said. "They’re supposed to 
be providing assistance to 
put this up, too. It’s going to 
come sometime.” 

FEMA was opening aid 
centres on the nearby 
islands of Sl Croix and St 
John as well. 


Russia 
steps up 
efforts to 
improve ties 
with China 

MOSCOW (R) — Russia, 
its relations with the West 
under strain, will turn its 
attention to improving ties 
with Beijing Thursday dur- 
ing a visit by Chinese Vice- 
Premier and Foreign 
Minister Qian Qichen. 

Mr. Qian’s visit, intended 
to set up a trip by President 
Boris Yeltsin to China, 
continues an intensifica- 
tion of contacts between 
Beijing and Moscow 
designed to keep up the 
momentum in improving 
relations after years of con- 
frontation. 

“The period of confronta- 
tion lasted 25 years and 
neither side won from it 
Both sides suffered a great 
deal,” Grigory Logvinov, 
head of the Russian 
Foreign Ministry’s First 
Asia Department, told 
Reuters in an interview. 

“Now our friendship, 
good neighbourliness and 
mutually beneficial coop- 
eration meet the national 
interests of both Russia 
and China. This under- 
standing allows us to look 
at prospects quite confi- 
dently.” 

During a three-day visit 
Ml Qian will hold talks in 
Moscow with Foreign 
Minister Andrei Kozyrev 
and Prime Minister Viktor 
Chernomyrdin before leav- 
ing for a session of the 
United Nations General 
Assembly in New York. 

He will not see President 
Yeltsin, who is on holiday, 
but Mr. Logvinov said his 
meetings could agree, the 
agenda and a date for the 
Kremlin leader to travel to 
China later this year. 

lies between Peking and 
Moscow, former 

Communist enemies who 
almost went to war during 
border clashes in 1969, 
have wanned since former 
Soviet leader Mikhail 
Gorbachev’s breakthrough 
visit to China in 1988. 

Mr. Yeltsin visited China 
in December 1992, 
Defence Minister Pavel 
Grachev was there in April 
1994 and Mr. 
Chernomyrdin visited in 
June 1994. Mr. Kozyrev 
went to Peking last March. 

Mr. Qian visited Russia 
last September, % President 
Jiang Zemin attended 
Moscow’s celebrations of 
the 50th anniversary of the 
end of World War n in 
Europe last May and 
Premier Li Peng was in 
Moscow last June. 

Both sides present glow- 
ing reports of their meet- 
ings at a time when then- 
relations with the United 
States are difficult 
Russia is angered by 
NATO’s plans to expand 
eastwards and by U.S.-led 
NATO air strikes in 
Bosnia. China's relations 
with the United States are 
strained by Washington’s 
attacks on Beijing’s human 
rights record and rows over 
Taiwan. 


KIEV 00 — A top 
Ukrainian official Tuesday 
blasted Russian President 
Boris Yeltsin’s latest call to 
unify foreign and defence 
policy in the former Soviet 
Union as Moscow and the 
West grow more supicious 
of each other 

• First Deputy Foreign 
Minister Borys Tarasyuk’s 
criticism of Mr. Yeltsin’s 
appeal, published last week, 
highlighted the diplomatic 
chasm between the United 
States and Russia and its 
allies in the Commonwealth 
of Independent States 
(CIS). 

“Any international group- 
ing can only develop with 
the consent of its own mem- 
bers,” Mr. Tarasyuk told a 
news conference. 

“It is difficult to imagine 
an organisation which 
would take actions and inte- 
grate on the basis of decrees 
issued by the leader of one 
of its states.” 

From the very inception 
of the CIS on the ashes of 
the Soviet Union, Russia 
has tried to set up concrete 
structures within the 12- 
nation group and play a big 
role In policy-making. 

Russia is generally 
backed by Belarus and 
Kazakhstan. Ukraine, sup- 
ported by Moldova, 
Azerbaijan and some 
Central Asian states, has led 
opposition to all forms of 
political and military inte- 
gration, while backing eco- 
nomic cooperation. 

Mr. Yeltsin’s plan did not 
suggest Moscow would put 
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School bell warns I 
students of ~ 

violence s 

! 

LOS ANGELES (AP) 1 
Like air raid sirens of tile 
cold war, a special beji 
now alerts children at an 
elementafy school that 
violence is just outside die 
building and sends thep 
ducking for covey. 

Students at Langdon 

Avenue School are traiuejd 
to return to class when they 
hear what some parents 
call "the shooting bell.” it 
signals that gunshots haye 
rang out in the neighbour- 
hood 30 kilometres north- 
west of downtown Lo s 
Angeles. A trace among 
Hispanic gangs in the near- 
by San Fernando Valley 
appears ro be unraveling, 
driving up the number of 
shootings there. "This area 
is terrible. There is much 
violence, so they must 
have this shooting bell/’ 
said parent Elsa Ceja. "It's 
too bad for the children > 
that it’s part of what they 
learn at school.” Children 
are taught on the first day 
of school that if they heatia 
long bell, they must imme- 
diately leave the play- 
ground or lunch area and 
head to their classroom^, 
where the doors are locked. 
’It’s really sad, but it's 
reality,” said Nereida 
Johnson, a community lira- 
son in the area for tbe Los 
Angeles Unified School 
District. "For people who 
don’t live in areas like that, 
it’s hard to believe.” 



Aimed with tittle more than a saucepan and spoon, a man demonstrates his solidari- 
ty with other protestors in Kiev demanding the overthrow of Ukrainian President 
Leonid Kuchma and his government. The demonstration by pensioners and .veterans 
took place in front of the parliament building and was aimed at promoting their 
demand for an increase in pensions and improvement of social rights (AFP photo) 

Ukraine blasts call for CIS unity 


any direct pressure on its 
neighbours. But it said 
Russia’s main aim was “to 
create an integrated eco- 
nomic and political group- 
ing of states able to claim a 
worthy place in tbe world 
community”. 

This included expanding 
on a 1992 defence pact to 
set up a system of collective 
security. Russia, the docu- 
ment said, would seek 
agreement from CIS mem- 
bers “from joining unions 
and blocs aimed against 
those states”. 

Patrolling of borders was 
the “joint concern” of mem- 
ber states and Russia would 
“persistently and consis- 
tently urge our partners to 
work out common positions 
on international issues and 
coordinating actions on the 
world stage”. 

Belarus, whose. President 
Alexander Lukashenko 
held talks in Moscow 
Tuesday, predictably 
backed the initiative. 

“This was elaborated at a 
time when key questions 
have arisen. Who lost the 
cold war? Who won? Is one 
country trying to dominate 
world politics?” Mr. 
Lukashenko’s spokesman 
Vladimir Zametalin told 
Reuters. 

“We believe the CIS 
countries should have iden- 
tical views on what is hap- 
pening in the world.” 

This month, Mr. Yeltsin 
has denounced NATO air 
strikes against Bosnian Serb 
targets and said any attempt 
to expand NATO could 


spark confrontation and 
even a new war in Europe. 

Ukrainian officials tried 
to calm some of the waters 
by suggesting NATO 
expansion was unrealistic, 
but proceeded with its own 
plan to boost cooperation 
with the Atlantic alliance. 

Dl-feeling was also partly 
assuaged by talks in 
Moscow led by U.S. 
Deputy Secretary of State 
Strobe Talbott 

But tension was stoked by 
a grenade attack by 
unknown assailants on the 
U.S. embassy in Moscow 
last week and the downing 
by the Belarussian military 
of a racing balloon in which 
two American pilots were 
killed. 

U.S. officials have angrily 
denounced Belarussian sug- 
gestions that the two 
Americans, the Swiss 
organisers of tbe race and 
the Polish military shared 
the blame for the balloon 
incident. 

Mr. Talbott suggested 
Tuesday the West had to be 
prepared for a pessimistic 
scenario over Russia’s 
future. 

“There’ is ' a' great uncer- 
tainty about the future in the 
EasL..and we have to be 
prepared for the worst even 
as we do everything we can 
to bring about the best,” he 
told a Polish radio station. 

“But it would be a huge 
mistake to assume that the 
more pessimistic scenario 
will necessarily come true,” 
he said 


Ferry runs aground off French coast 


CALAIS, France (AP) — A 
car ferry was being towed 
the rest of the way to (his 
French port city Wednesday 
after running aground in 
English Channel waters, 
stranding its 245 passengers 
and crew but causing no 
injuries. 

The Stena Challenger, en 
route to Calais from Dover, 
England, ran aground at 
about 11:30 p.m. Tuesday 
on a beach just off Calais, 
channel safety officials 
said 

The ferry’s 172 passen- 
gers and 73 crew members 
were unharmed, and no 


evacuation was needed 
officials said Tugboats 
stood by overnight, await- 
ing the morning high tide so 
they could tow the ferry the 
rest of the way into the har- 
bour. 

The vessel was flying a 
British flag but is owned by 
Stena Line, a Swedish mar- 
itime company. It had 
reached the harbour at 
about 11 p.m. and was wait- 
ing for clearance to proceed 
further when it began run- 
ning into trouble. 

"Probably as a result of a 
technical problem such as a 
motor breakdown,” tbe 


ferry drifted, toward the 
coastline and into shallow 
waters, propelled by strong 
winds, harbourmaster 
spokesman Maurice Evain 
told the Associated Press. 

The captain then dropped 
anchor and called for help, 
the spokesman said The 
skipper was identified only 
as a Mr. Jones, a Briton. 

Earlier, 11 men in a 
lifeboat had tried to 
approach the ferry and pre- 
pare the way for tbe tug but 
were forced to turn back 
because of rough seas, offi- 
cials said 


Haitians protest presence of foreign 
troops and privatisation plans 


PORT-AU-PRINCE, Haiti 
(AP) — Haitians marked 
the first anniversary of 
President Jean-Bemand 
Aristide’s return to power 
with protests Tuesday 
against foreign troops in 
Haiti and plans to sell state- 
owned companies. 

It was the first organised 
demonstration against the 
troops who returned Mr. 
Aristide to power, but the 
majority of Haitians don’t 
want them to leave until 
local forces are ready to 
take over security. 

"Down with the occupa- 
tion down with the 
International Monetary 
Fund down with privatisa- 
tion” shouted placard-car- 
rying demonstrators, part of 
foe 1,000 gathered outside 
the National Palace. 

Some erected barricades 
of burning tires at several 
intersections. 

"The intervention brought 


relief to the people by 
destroying the army. But it 
opened the door to privati- 
sation, too, and total depen- 
dence,” said Arnold 
Orville, an rally organiser. 

"The tiny oligarchy sup- 
ported foe coup, and it will 
profit from privatisation — 
as though it deserves a 
reward that’s immoral,” 
said Joseph Josue, a 39- 
year-old peasant militant 

The demonstration was 
called by 13 far-left politi- 
cal and grass-roots organi- 
sations. most of whom 
favour tbe populist presi- 
dent 

Mr. Aristide is publicly 
ambivalent about selling 
state-run enterprises. He 
agreed to tire plan as a con- 
dition of $1.2 billion in 
* international aid, but has 
said it needs "improve- 
ment'” 

one person was detained 
Tuesday and later released 


by members of foe new 
police force, trained by 
instructors from the United 
States, Canada, France and 
other countries. No injuries 
were reported. 

The march to the palace 
began at the burned out 
hulk of the Sl Jean Bosco 
Catholic Church, a symbol 
to many of the brutality suf- 
fered under the military 
rulers who were ousted by 
the international interven- 
tion. 

Anny-backed henchmen 
attacked the church SepL 
II, . 1988, while Mr. 
Anstide, a Catholic priest, 
was celebrating mass. The 
fougs set fire to foe church 
after shooting, hacking and 
spearing to death at least 12 
worshipers. 

From the church pulpit, 
Mr. Aristide had denounced 
capitalism as a mortal sin. 


Britain launches^ 
“boot camps” for, 
young offenders: 


LONDON (R) — Britain 
unveiled plans for a tough 
new prison regime for 
young offenders along the 
lines of strict “boot camps" 
in tbe United States. 
Interior Minister Michael 
Howard said the 18 to 211- 
year-olds would face a 16- I 
hour-day of military-style 
drills, physical exercisfe 
and kit inspections. THfc 
regime, to begin on a trihl 
■basis with • 60 prisoners 
next summer, would aftb 
include face-to-face meet- 
ings with victims of crutfe 
to teach the offender 
responsibility, as well as 
training for work. 


Burma relocating. 1 
villagers for 7i 
tourist ‘zoo* ■} 

BANGKOK (R) 
Burmese authorities are 
relocating "long-necked^ 
minority women from theit 
homes in eastern Burma to 
Rangoon to live in a 
model- village tourisi 
attraction, a Burme^ 
opposition group said 
Ethnic minority peopfe 
from more than 2(H) vil- 
lages in Thandaung towfi; 
ship in the hills of northern 
Karen state have bedii 
ordered to leave their 
homes by Nov. 10, foe dis- 
sident AH Burma Students! 
Democratic Front 

(ABSDF) said in a stat^ 
menL Among foe hill peo- 
ple ordered to move to new 
locations on the low-la£jd 
are members of the * 
Padaung ethnic group 
whose women put metal 
rings around their necks 
giving them a “long? 
necked” look. The ABSDF 
said some of tbe Padauiig 
people will be forced to 
live in a model village 
which is being built ne^t 
Rangoon in time for neitf 
year’s “visit Myanmag 
year” and is described by 
foe dissidents as an “ethnic 
human zoo". Many of fo$ 
hill people were resisting 
foe order to move and had; 
fled into tbe forest insi 
the ABSDF sar< 
Independent confirmation 
of the ABSDF's report wa$ 
not available but Padaungj 
people have been promoted 
as tourist attractions 
before. A small group 
Padaung women was take# 
from Burma to live i/r 
northwestern Thailand 
where tourists are charged; 
money to take pictures q£ 
them. Another small group, 
of Padaung people live & 
near Burma’s Inle Lake, 
tourist destination in south*, 
em Shan state wheTg 
tourists are also charged tig 
visit and take photograph^ 
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Britain launches 
"boot camps" fo 
young offenders 


World News 
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a KILLING FIELDS: South African police forensic experts aft through evidence in the 'killing fields' alongside 
Johannesburg's Boksburg Prison where the bodies of ten black women were found. Police suspect that a serial 
, -killer committed the crimes (AFP photo) . 


Clinton hits Republican Medicare' plans 


-S' 


-MIAMI (R) — President 
"Bill Clinton Tnesday said 
[the Medicare system needs 
^to be changed but he 
-warned that Republican 
^proposals threaten to enp- 
j.ple existing services while 
f, forcing the eldedy to pay 
^dramatically mare.” 

"“We need to be open to 
changes in the system,” Mr. 
Clinton said during an 
appearance at a senior citi- 
zens home. “We can’t con- 
tinue to let it grow at 10 per 
cent a year but we need to 
do it in a way that recognis- 
es our obligations across 
generational lines.” 

Mr. Clinton is in the midst 


of a four-state, five-day trip 
designed to raise SS million 
for his 1996 re-election 
camp ai gn and generate 
opposition to Republican 
policies — particularly 
plans to curtail the cost of 
Medicare for the elderly. 

“What we need to do is to 
find the right way to bal- 
ance the budget in a way 
that preserves the Medicare 
trust fond and extends it at 
least a decade, but does not 
... cripple the health care 
system for today’s eldedy ” 
Mr. Clinton said. 

He charged that the 
Republican approach 


“would ask the beneficia- 
ries of the system to pay 
more, dramatically more” 
or force them to scale back 
their health care. 

White House officials, 
meanwhile, sought to soft- 
en Mr. Clinton's comment 
late Monday dial he was 
open to Republican propos- 
als that affluent Medicare 
participants be required to 
pay higher premiums. 

“He doesn’t think it’s nec- 
essary,” Deputy Press 

Secretary Mary Ellen 

Glynn said, insisting Mr. 
Clinton was not shifting his 
position on bow to cut the 
rate of growth in Medicare 
costs. 


Af 

Mafia ‘enforcers’ testify in Simpson trial 


‘LOS ANGELES (R) — 
_pnder a television black- 
put, two former mafia fig- 
<ures told OJ. Simpson’s 
double murder trial 
-Tuesday that a key detec- 
; ijLve in the case told them 
me sports legend was a sus- 
pect from the very begin- 
ping. 

Brothers Larry and Craig 
Fiato, self-confessed mafia 
^enforcers” turned police 
informers, said case lead 
detective Phillip Vannatter 
tpld them police went to 
Simpson’s estate the morn- 
ing after his ex-wife and her 
friend, were murdered 
because the former football 
hero was a suspect 
Earlier in the day, Mr. 
■Vannatter — recalled by 
defence lawyers hoping to 
show jurors that his previ- 
ous testimony was a lie — 
repeated that be led three 
Other detectives to 
Simpson's estate was to 
reform Simpson of his ex- 
wife’s death and to make 
arrangements for die care of 
tbe couple’s two young 
'children. 

* :.Bnt Larry Fiato said Mr. 
Vann at ter told him in 
January of this year “sorne- 
fping to the effect that he 
went over there as Me 
Simpson was the suspect" 


And his brother Craig said 
Mr. Vannatter told him! 
‘The husband is always a 
suspect” 

Simpson, who became a 
popular sports caster and 
actor after his playing days, 
has pleaded not guilty to the 
June 12, 1994, murders of 
Nicole Brown Simpson and 
her friend Ronald 
Goldman. 

KBs defence team has con- 
tended that police, led by 
detective Mark Fuhrman, 
set out to frame Simpson 
from the start, planting a 
bloody glove on the 
grounds of his estate. 

Tbe glove was shown to 
Mr. Vannatter by Mr. 
Fuhrman, who testified ear- 
lier that he found it beside 
Simpson’s mansion. 

Jost before the Ratos took 
the stand. Judge Lance Ito 
turned off the television and 
audio feed to tbe outside 
world and ordered still 
cameramen and sketch 
artists to leave tbe court- 
room to protect the witness- 
es’ anonymity. 

The brothers; according to 
a Justice Department 
lawyer, are under “govern- 
ment protection” as inform- 
ers for tbe Federal Bureau 
of Investigation (FBI) and 
other law enforcement 


agencies. 

They starred cooperating 
with authorities in 1982 in 
order to avoid being prose- 
cuted for loan-s harking 
activities. 

Lairy Rato said he met 
Mr. Vannatter while he was 
testifying in another murder 
case. 

Earlier Tuesday, Mr. 
Vannatter stood his ground 
despite accusations that be 
lied to tbe jury regarding 
his search of the Simpson's 
estate. 

In a combative question- 
and-answer session with 
defence attorney Robert 
Shapiro, Mr. Vannatter said: 
“I would never say that 
because OJ. Simpson was 
not a suspect at that time. 
OJ. Simpson became a sus- 
pect when I saw the 
(bloody) glove and when I 
say/ tire blood drops on the 
driveway. Then he became 
a very strong suspect.” 
Asked if he was sure 
Simpson was not a suspect 
at the time the detectives 
first went to the mansion, 
Mr. Vannatter replied: 
“There is no doubt in my 
mind. Mr. Simpson was no 
more a suspect than you 
were, Mr. Shapiro.” 
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U.S. agrees to new international system 
to curb weapons exports — report 
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Washington (afp) — 

|be United Stares and sev- 
eral industrial nations have 
agreed on a new system to 
gib tbe export of weapons 
rod sensitive technology to 
Potentially hostile nations, 
foe Washington Post said 
Wednesday. 

^Devised as a successor to 
“port controls used by the 
West dining the cold war, 
foe new system is a far 
jeaker control mechanism 
foot leaves decisions up to 
individual governments, 
senior U.S. officials told tbe 
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'Unlike tbe old coordinat- 
fog committee on multilat- 
^ export controls 

E ^M) devised to block 
to tbe former 
i Pact, the new sys- 
only targets Iran, North 
Korea and Libya, the offi- 

aalssaid. 

v “There would be no “pre- 
sumption of denial” of 
?*Pons to other countries, 
including Sudan, Cuba and 
^yria, which the United 
States officially lists as 
sponsors of terrorism. 


Undersecretary of State 
Lynn Davis said. 

Dubbed temporarily the 
new forum, tbe system was 
agreed upon by 28 nations 
at a meeting last week in the 
Hague, Ms. Davis said. 

It has been endorsed by six 
of the world’s leading seven 
leading arms suppliers, 
including Britain, France, 
Germany. Italy, Russia and 
the United States. 

U.S. officials said China 
was not invited to join the 
group because- of U.S. and 
allied concerns over its 
alleged export of weapons 
to Pakistan, Iran and other 

nations. 

Ms. Davis said the new 
system is not ideologically 
driven as its predecessor 
and was meant to provide a 
way “to deal firmly with the 
current problems that we 
know exist" -with military 
programmes in tire four 
specifically targetted 
nations. 

“The nature of the threats 
is different than the past" 
she said, hailing the 
accord’s provision to 


require notification of 
major arms sales. 

Other officials said that 
under the terms of the 
agreement Cuba, Sudan, 
Syria — also on tbe U.S. 
list of countries sponsoring 
terrorism — would be 
accorded the same purchas- 
ing rights as other nations. 

And although the agree- 
ment calls for withholding 
“ar mame nts and sensitive ... 
items for military end-uses 
if the behavior of a state is 
or becomes a cause for seri- 
ous concern,” the officials 
noted, tbe group was unable 
to reach an understanding 
on the standards for such 
behaviour. 

Other countries have 
expressed interest in joining 
the new system, which 
includes all members of the 
North Atlantic Treaty 
Organisation, as well as 
Australia, Austria, Canada, 
the Czech Republic, 
Finland, Luxembourg, 
Hungary, New Zealand, 
Poland, tbe Slovak 
Republic and Sweden, the 
officials said. 


7 Sri 
Lankan 
troops killed 
by rebels in 
east 


COLOMBO (R) — Tamil 
rebels killed seven soldiers 
in a pre-dawn attack on an 
army camp in eastern Sri 
Lanka Wednesday as part 
of a strategy to prevent gar- 
risons there from joining 
an army offensive in their 
northern Jaffna stronghold, 
military sources said. 

Nine soldiers were 
wounded in the two-hour 
attack on the small 
Nav amangalagama detach- 
ment near Maha Oya town 
in the Amparai district 
which began around 3.30 
am (2200 GMT), they said. 

Tbe dead, including an 
officer, belonged to an 
array auxiliary unit called 
the national Guard 
Battalion, they said. 

The attack appeared to be 
in line with a campaign in 
recent months by tbe 
Liberati on Tig ers of Tamil 
Eelam (LTTE) rebels to pin 
down eastern garrisons, 
preventing them from join- 
ing an imminent army 
offensive on Jaffna. 

“The Tigers have been 
using a force of highly 
mobile fighters to stage 
hit-and-run attacks to keep 
a large number of our 
troops pinned down in tbe 
east,” a senior military 
officer told Reuters. “All 
this time we didn’t have 
enough troops to fight in 
Jaffna.” 

He said the military was 
confident of bolding the 
east with a smaller army 
force and police. 

‘Even if the Tigers take 
control of the east, they 
can’t hold it as the army 
can recover lost ground 
quickly," be said. “So 
we’re going all out to fight 
the Tigers in the north.” 

Tbe rebels, fighting a 12- 
year war for an indepen- 
dent homeland in the north 
and east, run a virtual mini- 
state in J affna with their 
own police, courts and 
administration. More than 
50,000 people have died in 
the conflict. 

The army has been clos- 
ing several camps in the 
east and redeploying tens 
of thousands of troops for 
the Jaffna offensive, 
expected before the 
October monsoon rains. 

The rebels have taken 
over many areas vacated 
by the army, prompting 
several Sinhalese villagers 
living near the eastern bor- 
der to flee their homes in 
fear of an attack. 

Residents say the Tigers 
have also begun recruiting 
cadres from villages in 
areas from which the army 
has w ithdr awn. 

“LTTE recruitment is 
going on in a big way after 
the army’s withdrawal,” a 
resident in the northeastern 
port of Trincomalee told 
Reuters. “The Tigers are 
t rainin g their new cadres in 
nearby jungles where they 
have built underground 
bunkers ” 

The LTTE has inflicted 
heavy casualties on troops 
through ambushes, land- 
mine attacks and raids on 
isolated army outposts. 
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Yeltsin’s Chechenya envoy 
escapes assassination bid 


MOSCOW (R) — Oleg 
Lobov, President Boris 
Yeltsin’s special envoy in 
the rebel region of 
Chechenya, survived an 
apparent assassination 
attempt Wednesday, an inci- 
dent bound to inflame ten- 
sion in the volatile region. 
Russian military 

spokesman, Vladimir 
Yanchenkov, speaking by 
telephone from tbe regional 
capital Grozny, said a car 
parked on a bridge on the 
road to Grozny exploded as 
Ml Lobov, secretary of 
Russia’s Security Council, 
was passing. Mr. Lobov was 
not hurt. 

Interfax News Agency said 
a bomb planted on the 
bridge went off. “The 
bridge is effectively 
ruined," it said. 

R1A news agency quoted a 
federal security service 
spokesman as saying tbe 
blast could have been 
caused by a mine or explo- 
sives triggered by remote 
control. 

Interfax called the incident 
“a terrorist act” and said 
Moscow-installed Chechen 
Rime Minister Salambek 


Khadzhiyev and other 
senior officials were travel- 
ling in Lobov’s convoy. 

“It was an act of sabotage 
committed by tbe (rebel) 
fighters” Umar 

Avtuxkhanov, another top 
Moscow-backed official 
who was also to tbe convoy, 
told the radio station Ekho 
Moskvy. 

Shirvani Basayev, a senior 
Chechen negotiator, told a 
local journalist in Grozny 
that rebels loyal to Chechen 
leader Dzhokhar Dudayev 
had nothing to do with tbe 
blast. 

RIA said four officials bad 
been treated in hospital for 
minor injuries. It said 
Russia’s special services 
had been aware of the possi- 
bility of an attack on Mr. 
Lobov. 

“It may be evidently be 
qualified as an attempL..On 
Ml Lobov’s life,” Interfax 
quoted an informed source 
in Grozny as saying. 

Tbe blast is sore deal a new 
blow to a shaky truce Russia 
and Chechen rebels signed 
at the end of July after seven 
months of fighting. Both 
sides consistently accuse 


the other of violating tbe 
deal. 

Meanwhile Chechen rebels 
returned their big guns ro 
combat positions 

Wednesday instead of turn- 
ing them over to the 
Russian side under a mili- 
tary agreement, a senior 
rebel commander . told 
Interfax. 

Aslan Maskhadov said the 
decision had been taken 
after what he called an ulti- 
matum by the Russian side 
Tuesday. Moscow said its 
troops would carry out the 
disarmament of tbe 
Chechens “in a unilateral 
way” — implying by force 
— unless the handover was 
carried out voluntarily. 

Interfax reported Mr. 
Maskhadov’s comments 
after an explosion set an oil 
refinery on fire and a blast 
devastated a bridge outside 
Grozny as Mr. Lobov was 
passing. 

Wednesday’s developments 
seemed sore to aggravate 
the situation in the region 
where thousands of civil- 
ians, Russian servicemen 
and Chechen fighters have 
been killed as Moscow tries 


to eDd Chechnya’s indepen- 
dence drive. 

Under a military agreement 
signed on July 30, the rebels 
are obliged to band in their 
weapons in exchange for a 
withdrawal of most Russian 
troops from the region. 

Both sides accuse each 
other of breaking the agree- 
ment and sporadic attacks 
have continued. 

The explosion at tbe oil 
refinery started a large fire, 
Interfax said. 

The agency said an investi- 
gation was under way to 
determine whether the blast 
was caused by an accident 
or a deliberate act. 

“An investigative group is 
looking in to tbe circum- 
stances of the incident to see 
if this explosion was con- 
nected with an accident dur- 
ing technical work or a ter- 
rorist act,” Interfax said. It 
gave no other details. 
Grozny has three refineries 
and it was not clear which 
one of them was hit. The 
biggest was hit and set on 
fire in May during fighting 
between Russian troops and 
separatist rebels. 


U.N. Assembly stresses reform, financial crisis 


UNITED NATIONS (R) — 
Tbe U.N. General Assembly 
opened its 50th anniversary 
sesssion, with its new presi- 
dent calling for stzeamllng 
the bureaucracy, expanding 
membership and re-evaluat- 
ing peacekeeping. 

As its first order of busi- 
ness Tuesday, former 
Portuguese Deputy Prime 
Minister Diogo Freitas Do 
Amaral, a 54-year old law 
professor, was elected presi- 
dent by the 185-member 
body by acclamation. He 
replaces Mara Essy of tbe 
Ivory Coast 

The United Nations had 
hoped to mark its 50th 
anniversary by enlarging foe 
15-member Security 
Council and putting its 
pereraaUy-s trapped finances 
in order. But apart from 
agreeing foe Council should 
somehow be expanded and 
that UN. members should 
pay tbeir dues on tune, both 
objectives remain elusive. 
Owed more than $3 J bil- 
lion for its regular and 
peace-keeping budgets, foe 
organisation continues to 
lead a hand-to-mouth exis- 
tence while fielding nearly 
70,000 blue helmets world- 
wide, including 46,000 in 
foe former Yugoslavia. 

Secretary-General Boutros 
Gbali Monday cited foe 
financial crisis as one rea- 
son for recommending 
replacing foe 31,000 UN. 
peacekeepers in Bosnia by 
■ an international coalition, 
whether or not current 
peace efforts there succeed. 


Mr. Freitas Do Amaral, in 
his inaugural address, said 
the United Nations should 
be a universal body and 
called for efforts to “ensure 
that all states which are not 
yet members should seek to 
be admitted in foe near 
future.” 

He did not mention any 
country by name. 

For foe third year in a row, 
a move by a group of small 
states aimed at obtaining 
UN. membership for 
Taiwan, regarded by Beijing 
as a renegade Chinese 
province, is virtually certain 
to foil even to get inscribed 
on foe agenda. 

Mr. Freitas Do Amaral also 
stressed foe obligation of 
members to pay their dues, 
saying this applied “to all . 
member states, from foe 
biggest to the smallest.” the 
United States is both the 
biggest contributor and 
biggest debtor, with arrears 
totalling more than Sl.l bil- 
lion. 

He said foe United Nations 
had to make an effort to be 
more efficient but foe 
bureaucracy functioned on 
relatively few funds com- 
pared to peacekeeping, cost- 
ing $3.7 billion. 

He questioned whether the 
United Nations should 
allow peacekeepers “to 
become scapegoats for dis- 
agreement between member 
states” and favoured dis- 
patching them only when 
effective conditions for their 
security could be guaran- 
teed. 


Dr. Gbali, shortly before 
the session, said the United 
Nations faced a “world rev- 
olution” now that tbe cold 
war no longer provided a 
framework for international 
relations. 

“Today’s conflicts are dif- 
ferent: they are more likely 
to be inside states than 
between them," he told a 
luncheon. Today’s politics 
are different: country after 
country is trying to democ- 
ratise. This is for from 
easy” 

Dr. Ghali, who ends his 
five-year term at tbe end of 
next year and may seek xe- 
election, said: “The future Is 
ours to build. The United 
Nations is the place where it 
can be done. And without 
the United Nations it cannot 
be done." 

Meanwhile using the bully 
pulpit of the UN. General 
Assembly, New York 
Mayor Rudolph Giuliani 
Tuesday called his city foe 
capital of tbe world and 
blasted a movement in 
America that seeks to 
reduce commitment to the 
United Nations. 

“Wherever you come from 
and however long you are 
here, you are New Yorkers,” 
he told delegates from 185 
countries at the opening of 
foe Assembly’s 50th 
anniversary session. 

“No matter where yon are 
from, in New York City you 
will find people from your 
country, your town, even 
your village, who speak 
your language ami even 


your dialect," he said. 

“New York is foe capital of 
the world. And foe presence 
of the United Nations 
makes that claim even more 

substantial Yet there is a 

movement in America to 
reduce our commitment 
and, specifically, funding to 
the United Nations.” 

Without referring specifi- 
cally to some members of 
his own Republican Party in 
the forefront of that move- 
ment, he called it “an ill- 
conceived proposition that 
would achieve only symbol- 
ic savings in the federal 
budget, while greatly 
impeding the operation of 
the United Nations — and 
hurt foe economy of the 
UN.’s host country, the 
United States.” 

Mr. Giuliani said the con- 
tinued viability of tbe 
United Nations was “critical 
to America’s continuing 
mission to foster freedom 
and democracy throughout 
the world,” 

“It is ironic that at tbe same 
time America’s economy is 
becoming more internation- 
al, a potential strain of isola- 
tionism once again is infect- 
ing our political discourse." 

Mr. Giuliani was only the 
second mayor of New York 
City to address foe UN. 
Assembly. The first was 
Mayor William O’Dwyer 
who in 1947 welcomed del- 
egates at foe beginning of 
tbe 2nd General Assembly. .. 


Pope ends three-nation African tour 


NAIROBI (AFP) — Pope 
John Paul II left Nairobi 
for Rome Wednesday after 
a three-nation tour of 
Africa in which be made a 
vibrant defence of the fam- 
ily and urged ethnic recon- 
ciliation in strife-tom 
Burundi and Rwanda. 

He also called for a respect 
of human rights and reli- 
gious cooperation in a tour 
clouded only by a boycott 
by Muslims of the final leg 
in Kenya. 

‘T pray that Christians and 
Muslims will continue to 
build bonds of mutual 
knowledge and respect so 
ail believers in the 
almighty will work togeth- 
er for foe good of foe soci- 
ety as a whole,” he said at 
Nairobi Airport before 
leaving for Rome. 

“To all tbe followers of 
traditional African reli- 
gions, I likewise express 
my appreciation and 
esteem" he added in the 
speech in which he 
summed up his impres- 
sions of Africa and foe 
way forward for the conti- 
nent 


The Pontiff, who also vis- 
ited Cameroon and South 
Africa, arrived in Kenya 
Monday to be faced with a 
boycott by Muslims of an 
open-air ceremony in the 
capital. 

They accused the Roman 
Catholic Church of wanti- 
ng to evangelise tbe whole 
of Africa and also recalled 
massacres of Muslims by 
Christians during foe con- 
quest of Spain in the 15th 
century. 

Pope John Paul called on 
Africans to respect peace 
and human rights as they 
strived to shape their con- 
tinent to meet new chal- 
lenges. 

He said: “Africans know 
they must seize foe oppor- 
tunity to advance- not only 
materially but above all on 
the part of respect for 
human rights and authen- 
tic democratic freedom. 

“The people of Africa 
wish to give themselves 
the chance of a better 
future. They cannot let 
themselves down, and they 
cannot be let down by otb- 


ers. 

He said the continuing 
gap between rich and poor 
regions of foe world was a 
“serious threat to global 
stability” and wealthier 
countries bad to help. 

“The cry that goes out to 
foe richer nations from the 
peoples of Africa is for 
aid, cooperation and soli- 
darity which effectively 
respect people as people, 
poor or rich, powerless or 
powerful, all united in foe 
human family and in the 
same human dignity," he 
added. 

The Kenyan press wel- 
comed foe Pontiff’s visit 
and said a ceremony in 
Nairobi Tuesday, which 
gathered crowds estimated 
at between 500,000 and 
one million, would live 
“long in foe memory." 

On the South African 
stage of Ms tour be 
denounced ethnic violence 
in both Burundi and 
Rwanda in which hun- 
dreds of thousands of peo- 
ple have died, calling on 
tbe waning groups to be 
reconciled. 


He cited South Africa as 
a country in which segre- 
gation had been overcome 
and blacks and whites 
were tentatively being rec- 
onciled after so long apart. 

One of the biggest cere- 
monies there was at 
Gosforth Park near 
Johannesburg, attended by 
more than 100,000 people 
including South African 
President Nelson Maodela. 

The Pope urged women 
to use their “sense of the 
mystery of life" to reject 
abortion. 

The same theme of foe 
family emerged in Nairobi 
where he said the mother 
and foe stable Christian 
couple were the channels 
for evangelisation. Lose 
that and Africa loses its 
soul, he intimated. 

However be did not men- 
tion contraception or the 
practice of having more 
than one wife, saying only 
foe way forward was via 
foe “African family" cou- 
pled with foe best of 
ancestral traditions. 

Tbe tour was the Pope’s 
11th visit to Africa which 
has some 95 million 
Roman Catholics. 
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Breeze from the Gulf 

THE GULF Cooperation Council 
(GCC) countries have formally de- 
cided to attend the forthcoming Mid- 
dle East and North Africa (MENA) 
economic conference to be held in 
Amman at the end of October. A 
statement issued at the end of the GCC 
foreign minis ters meeting in Riyadh 
said that the six countries have “de- 
cided to coordinate their positions to 
ensure the s ummi t’s success." 

This is a welcome development on 
two counts. One it signals a warming 
of relations between the GCC coun- 
tries — Saudi Arabia, Kuwait, 
Bahrain, the United Arab Emirates, 
Qatar and Oman — and Jordan. Good 
relations between the GCC and Jor- 
dan, strained since Iraq invaded 
Kuwait in 1990, are a prerequisite for 
an improved Arab environment, 
which all Arab states need to face their 
individual and collective challenges. 

The other reason why the announce- 
ment is important is that the GCC’s 
contribution to the summit, which is 
expected to result in the creation of a 
regional development bank/ would be 
a boost to peace-making in the region. 
Countries like Syria and Lebanon, 
both engaged in the bilateral track of 
negotiations with Israel but which 
have stayed away from the frame of 
the multilateral talks, will certainly be 
encouraged to intensify their talks 
with Israel and join the regional effort. 
Furthermore, the Gulf countries, 
which for decades have provided funds 
and a market for labourers from 
Egypt, Syria, Jordan and Lebanon, 
would, by supporting the creation of 
the proposed bank, contribute to 
creating jobs and bolstering the econo- 
mies of the states involved. This in 
turn would ease the pressure on their, 
the GCC’s, economies and create a 
viable market for their products, espe- 
cially oil and oil-related products. 

The spirit that peace-making has 
created seems to be blowing over to 
our brethren in the Gulf. With their 
funds, our human resources and good- 
will on all sides, the October summit 
might prove to be a turning point also 
for relations between the countries of. 
the region and its peoples. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES . 


COMMENTING ON the Palestinian- Israeli negotiations 
over the expansion of the self-rule areas in Palestine. 
Ibrahim Absi said in AI Ra'» that a permanent peace 
remains out of reach as long as the Israelis continue to cling 
to policies that reflect a mentality of war and aggression. 
How can the Arabs have peace with the Israelis, who act 
and behave in a manner showing that they are intent on 
fulfilling their dreams in Arab land? asked the writer. The 
Israeli government does not want to pull its forces out of 
Hebron, which is inhabited by more than 100.000 Arabs 
under the pretext that Israel wants to protect the 400 
Jewish settlers in the city, said the writer. This stand, he 
said, dearly reflects Israel's intention of staying in the 
occcupied Arab territories. Israel, he said, is dealing with 
the Arabs in the peace era with the same mentality that 
streered its actions during the period of wars. The writer 
expressed fear that the negotiations will only lead to further 
sufferings for the oppressed Palestinians. 

A WRITER in Al Dnstour expressed belief that the Iraqi 
leadership is now seriously thinking of accepting a U.N. 
proposal for selling limited amounts of oil under the world 
organisation's supervision and control. Saleh Qallab said 
Baghdad has no doubt come to the conclusion that its 
continued rejection of the U.N- offer will only aggravate 
the situation and increase the Iraqi people's suffering. Only 
those who never went through such suffering as this 
inflicted on the Iraqi people continue to encourage 
Baghdad to remain adamant, he added. Although accept- 
ance of the U.N. offer is coming late, it is a step that 
Baghdad must inevitably take to ease the suffering of its 
people on the one hand and to win credibility in the eyes of 
the world community on the other, according to the writer. 
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By Dr- Ahmad Y. Majdoul 


The evening studies programme: A 
project worth investing in 


ONCE UPON a time, one of our public universities 
(Yarmouk University in particular) came up with an 
excellent idea and put it to practice. The idea came to be 
known as the Evening Studies Programme. For reasons 
which will be made known in what unfolds, the programme 
no longer exists. It was put to death and laid to rest a few 
years ago. when it was at its best. 

The philosophy behind the programme was as follows: 
People who were* unable to pursue their university educa- 
tion. for one reason or another, upon their completion of 
the Tawjihi were given the chance to do so at a later stage. 
The reasons varied. Some were unable to go to the 
university because they got low grades in the Tawjihi; some 
because they could not afford to pay the expenses; some 
because they had to work to support their younger brothers 
and sisters: some because they did not like the idea of going 
to the university in the first place (they were not mentally 
ready); and so forth. 

~ Applicants had to meet two conditions. First, they had to 
have (in the case of males) completed theiT military service 
or to show that they had been exempted from it, or they 
had to have (in the case of females or males exempted from 
military service) taken the Tawjihi at least two years prior 
to their admission. Secondly, they had to have obtained 60 
or above in the Tawjihi (later on, it was changed to 65). 

All kinds of individuals showed up: Teachers, military 
personnel, taxi drivers, engineers (i.e. wanting a second 
degree), bank employees, civil servants, housewives, etc. 
And they varied in age: Some were in their twenties, some 
in theiT thirties, some in their forties, some in their fifties 
and (yes) some in their sixties. They came from all parts of 
the Kingdom: From Irbid. itself and the neighbouring 
towns, from Mafraq and the neighbouring towns, from 
Zarqa. Amman and even Karak. 

They were allowed to register for a maximum of 15 credit 
hours per semester and a minimum of six (as opposed to 
regular students who were permitted to register for 18 
credit hours of even 21). As many of them were working 
people, they generally showed up on campus after two 


o'clock and remained until as late as eight-thirty or nine in 
the evening. 

The beauty of the programme lied (among other obvious 
things) in its noble aim. far-sightedness, profound vision 
and uniqueness. It enabled people who missed the chance 
to go to the university to do so. at the time when they felt 
willing and ready. By accepting persons who got lower 
grades in the Tawjihi. it deemphasised the Tawjihi as the 
only means of judging one's potential performance. Also, 
where else could one find such an interesting mix of 
people? Isn't university education, in part at least, about 
exchanging opinions and experiences? 

For reasons which were never made entirely clear, the 
programme was cancelled. One reason, articulated by 
university officials and few professors (the vast majority of 
professors were not consulted on the matter or asked to 
express their opinion), was that such students were 
“weak." We heard several generalisations to this effect: 
“Evening students are no good;" “most of them are too old 
to leam:” “most of them work and are married and 
therefore they have no time at their disposal to devote to 
their studies:” “most of them come to the university for the 
wrong reason:" etc. 

Well, maybe there is some truth in some or many of 
these unfair generalisations. Yes, there came to the 
university many “weak" students. But isn't this why they 
came to the university in the first place? Isn't one of our 
jobs at the university to make the “weak" students 
stronger, the less qualified more qualified? Yes. it may be 
difficult to teach older people, many of whom have “fixed" 
opinions and “strong" attitudes. Old ways die-hard. But* 
ought we not to try to open up their angle of vision a bit and* 
help them see things differently? 

Most objections to the evening programme are them- 
selves objectionable. Who says that our “morning” stu- 
dents. because they do not work or are not married, spend 
their time more prudently? Who says that a busy person 
can't find time for other crucial activities? Who says that 
younger people do not have attitude problems? Who says 


that the evening students are "weaker than the morning 
■ students? Do nor we accept students who have obtained 65 
nowadays at our universities (i.e. morning students)? We 
do. Are not many of our morning students "weak? ’ They 
are. 

From my own experience. I did not find that much 
difference between the performance of the evening stu- 
dents and that of the morning students. Naturally, as in the 
case of morning students, some are excellent, some are 
verv good, some are good, some are mediocre and some 
are terrible. Two facts ought to be stressed here: a) some of 
the best students I have ever come across in my university 
teaching career were evening students, and b) some of the 
mosr motivated, most organised and most diligent student^ 

I have ever come across were also evening students. \ 

If we worry so much about quality land l think we ought 
to), we ought to take our teaching and evaluation of the*- 
students (of all students in fact) seriously? Who forces us <a 
pass students who do not deserve to pass? However, wq 
ought not to forget that what we say about the evening 
programme applies almost hundred per cent to what we sa? 
about the moming programme. 

! believe that there are many deserving students ou( 
there who could greatly benefit from the evening program^ 
me. and 1 therefore believe that we ought to readopt the 
programme (some private universities already have 1 
adopted the programme). As for room on campus (and we 1 
complain that we do not have enough room for more- 
students), the problem is solved, for most of our lecturi? 
halls and rooms are empty in the late afternoons and 
evenings. As for the teaching faculty, most of them will be 
willing to pressure themselves a little for the sake of a good 
cause and for an extra buck, a buck they can make use of 
when travelling for academic functions abroad, especially 
at a time when many of our institutions are unable to cover - 
expenses for seminars or conferences abroad. 

The evening programme is an excellent idea. It should bo, 
reintroduced. 


Expect pride and indignation to remain China’s official lind 


By Robot Elegant 

BEIJING — Why is China 
so cantankerous? Why does 
it appear at once hyper- 
sensitive and hyper- 
assertive? America, in par- 
ticular, has found China a 
fierce enemy and a trouble- 
some ally during the 20th 
century. 

Chinese-U.S. relations 
.are at a low ebb today, but 
they were even more con- 
tentious when Nationalist 
China was America's for- 
mal ally against Japan dur- 
ing World War II, and Chi- 
na’s anti-Communist lead- 
er, Chian g Kai-Shek, was 
nominally one of the Big 
Five powers who deter- 
mined the shape of the 
postwar world. Why? 

One answer is obvious, 
although a little superficial. 
Since the early 19th cen- 
tury, the Chinese have 
deeply resented being told 
what to do by brash Amer- 
icans and Europeans. They 
have felt with justification, 
that Chinese know more 
than foreigners about Chi- 
na. 

Chiang Kai-Shek’s quar- 
rels with Washington be- 


came so acute that he de- 
manded the recall of his 
American-appointed milit- 
ary chief of staff. General 
Joseph Stilwell. Chiang 
knew he was risking a break 
with Ins sole effective ally, 
but he believed he could 
not do otherwise. Besides, 
he and General Stilwell 
were equally stiff-necked. 

Chiang was in a shaky 
positiod. Despite his re- 
sounding titles and the 
pomp .that surrounded, 
him, be was dependent on 
the goodwill of provincial 
warlords who held real 
power. He therefore had to 
show his followers, his riv- 
als and his people that be 
was actually strong and de- 
cisive. 

The regime in Beijing 
and the Communist Party 
today are also in a shaky 
position. Both are losing 
power to the regions as 
economic might becomes 
much more significant than 
political might in a nation 
striving with a good degree 
of success .to get rich. 

Moreover, the leaden of 
the Beijing regime lack the 
personal prestige that en- 
abled the paramount lead- 


er, Deng Xiaoping, to con- 
trol events even though he 
held no office other than 
the presidency of the .China 
Bridge (players, 'not buil- 
ders) Association. Mr. 
Deng, who recently turned 
91. is now out of the picture 
because of senility. 

China’s president and 
Communist Party chair- 
man. Jiang Zemin, does not 
have a record of indepen- 
dent political achievement. 
Nor does Prime Minister Li 
Peng. Neither has comman- 
ded armies, organised eco- 
nomies or even charmed 
the rank and file of the 
party, much Jess ordinary, 
people. 

like Chiang Kai-Shek in 
his day, they must therefore 
show forcefully that they 
axe independent, strong 
and decisive. Railing at 
enemies abroad like Taiwan 
and the United States is 
intended largely to demons- 
trate their strength and the 
patriotism that will allow 
not a single square inch of 
sacred Chinese soil to re- 
main apart from the 
motherland. 

That militant posture also 
pleases the armed forces. 


which are assuming a king- 
maker role as ci vilian au- 
thority declines. The milit- 
ary and presumably the 
people of China are also 
pleased by Beijing's hard- 
line on the future govern- 
ment of Hong Kong, which 
will cease to be a British 
colony and “return to the 
motherland” in 1997. 

Even deeper reasons 
make China belligerent. 
First is the conviction of the 
unique superiority of Chi- 
na, Chinese culture and the 
Chinese people. 

.For more than 2,000 
years, China was dominant 
culturally, and often politi- 
cally and militarily, in. its 
own world of East Asia. 
Today, perceptive Chinese 
thinkers warn that it must 
abandon its complacent be-' 
lief in its own absolute su- 
periority if it is to function 
as a modem nation in the 
world. 

That conviction of super- 
iority is inflamed by enor- 
mous resentment. From 
1839 to 1949, Western pow- 
ers like Britain,' France and 
the United States, as well as 
Japan later, repeatedly de- 
feated. Chinese armies and 


navies with contemptuous 
ease. Humiliated time after 
time, China was stripped of 
portions of its territory, 
while foreigners in China 
were exempt from Chinese 
law. 

China was not really tre-> 
ated as an equal even dur- 
ing World War II. Chiarig 
Kai-Shek was not present at 
tiie summit meetings of Bri- 
tain, the United States and 
tiie Soviet Union that drew 
a new map of the world. 

Beijing is determined to 
make up for those repeated 
humiliations. Revenge and 
retribution, are underlying 
•themes of .Chinese, foreign 
policy. So* is restoration of 
all “lost territory.” down to 
the islets and reefs in the 
South China Sea. 

In Ihe days of Mao 
Zedong, Chinese were told, 
“Never seek hegemony!” 
Today China is apparently 
seeking, at the very least, to 
restore the cultural and 
moral hegemony it formerly 
exercised over much of East 
Asia. 

China is on the road to 
becoming a superpower. Its 
progress is sustained not 
only by burgeoning indus- ’ 


trialisation bat also by tft 
vast population of morfe 
than 1.2 billion. 1 

Increasing dispersion of 
authority, which affects thfe 
armed forces as well as civi- 
lian institutions, may pre- 
vent China from becoming 
a first-class superpower. 
Nonetheless, the sheer 
weight of China's sire anil 
industrial base will make it 
a major force in world 
affairs. ' 

The Chinese have genetf- I 
ally talked tough but acted 
prudently, aware of ttafe 
limits of their power.. Yet 
China is now reforbishiite 
its aimed forces with mod- 
ern weapons and technolo- 
gy, as well as planning to 
acquire an aircraft carrier. 
Beijing is clearly building a 
military force that can pro- 
ject power abroad. 

That force will be moved 
by both pride verging on 
arrogance and indignatiem 
vergjn on obsession, lega- 
cies of Chinese history. ■* 


The writer is a former Asia 
correspondent. This co% 
meat is reprinted 1 from the 
Herald Tribune. 


Cultural ignorance 

To the Editor: 

IN READING Dr. Waleed Sa'di's article “The right to 
speak your mother tongue” (Jordan Times, Sept. 18) I was 
surprised at Dr. Sa'di’s apparent ignorance of American 
culture. His assumption that “Enghsh had been the official 
language of the country ever since its creation” is nonsense, 
given that over 25 per oent of Americans are of German 
heritage. As a matter of fact, the dominance of English 
only emerged at the turn of the century. 

An even greater misstatement, regarding the American 
culture, is the postulation that floods of new emigrants 
caused the country “to look more like a hybrid than a 
unified country with a distinct culture and political herit- 
age." Which distinct American culture are we talkin g 
about? Are we talking about the Irish Catholic culture, or 
the Italian-American culture, or the Anush, or the African- 
American cultures or Caribbean- American, or the 
Hispanic- American or the plethora of native American 
cultures? There also exist vast cultural chasms between 
rural America and large cities like New York and Houston.' 
The United States has also always hosted a myriad of 
religions ranging from Quaker to Protestantism to Catho- 
licism to Reformism to Santaria to Islam to Judaism and on 
and on. 

In short, America has never been homogenous and 
monocultural. If such a tiling as a dominant culture exists in 
America, then it is based on diversity. It is not an accident 
that America has been dubbed in Great Melting Pot or 
Salad Bowl by scholars. 

Dr. Sa’di’s argument that “there must be one official 
language for (a) country as a tool to encourage the 
establishment of a national culture and forging of a unified 
nation" is suspect. Why do we need to suppress cultural 
diversity in the process of nation bnilding? Why not take 
pride in our diversity and learn from others and expand our 
horizons? We have seen what happened in the Balkans and 
the former USSR when they tried to promote one 
dominant culture and language at the expense of others. 

- Understanding and acceptance of differences are by for a 
superior route to forging a common culture and identity. 
Why not build on commonalties rather than suppress 
differences? It is the fear of the other and the suppression 
of the other which is, more often than not, the source of 
conflict and instability. 

Sharif Al Sail!, 
Amman.- 

Freedom to learn 

To die Editor: 

A CONTINUOUS debate still taking place on whether 
freedom to leam should be confined ro those of higher 
achievements in class work, thns creating elite students, 
should be open to those who possess mixed factors of 
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achievements, preparation and mentality. 

The recurrent problem of who is to be admitted to 
universities raises many serious questions such as whether 
there would be any harm done to tiie country or to the 
educational system if higher education were made available 
to whoever affords to pursue it. Can we accept and 
generalise a criterion that a student with a score of an 80 
per cent average in the tawjihi examination is to be 
excluded from applying to local universities? 

Why shouldn’t our universities be made centres of 
research providing services to various clients inside the 
country and in tire region at large? By so doing, a new 
source of income could be secured leading to reduction in 
tuition fees and to the enhancement of universities’ 
enrollment capacities, eventually enabling these institutes 
to accept greater number of students. 

Jordan has spent huge amounts to funds Over the years to 
finance public universities, to upgrade their educational 
status and to develop their amenities. Jordanians, there- 
fore, deserve to see a good number of their sons and 
daughters enrolled in those universities. 

Jordan has spent huge amounts of fund over the years to 
finance public universities, to upgrade their educational 
status and to develop their amenities. Jordanians, there- 
fore, deserve to see a good number of their sons and 
daughters enrolled in those universities. 

While recognising the many benefits of studying abroad, 
we should not close our eyes to the fact trot many 
thousands of our school graduates seek acceptances at 
foreign universities. By so doing we expose our sons and 
daughters to other norms and cultures which may not 
necessarily congruc with ours. 

Furthermore, who says that a high average school 
graduate can perform better in life than others? No rule can 
be applied here. Psychiatrists and sociologists believe that 
learning is a continuous process of change, attitude, 
preparations, priorities and drive. It is worth remembering 
a line by Ahmad Shawqi, the dean of 20th Century Arab 
poets. “Many a brilliant in his class work is a failure in 
life." This should be taken seriously by educators who 
advocate tighter admission standards based on a sole 
criterion, the average mark. 

Dr. Maher Waked, 
Amman 

‘Non-honourable’ practices 

To the Editor: 

I AM frustrated and outraged, as I once again open the 
pages of the Jordan Times and read about a new “crime of 
honour.” Although for many delving in this topic is a 
taboo, I believe that our society cannot advance unless we 
are willing to face ourselves and start a process of 
self-criticism. 

The U.N.’s Fourth Women’s Conference gave ns some 


hope that issues pertaining to women will be given morft 
attention. Yet these crimes committed against women, 
brings us back to reality, away from conference rooms, 
grand slogans and recommendations. Recommendations 
remain empty slogans unless we do something to counter 
our popular beliefs that a woman remains the property of 
her family, brother or husband and therefore they may do - 


tradition, which often are reflected in national laws thar 
help to perpetuate the idea of male dominance. 

As the Arab World examines itself on women’s achieve! 1 .; 
meats, aspirations, problems and women’s rights in society/-, 
who is discussing the issues affecting the dear lives oft 
women? Million questions run through my troubled minc^ 
as I read about these crimes. For one, we pride ourselves iit 
the Arab World that “our” women are safer here than iih 
the “wild West” because we do not have street violence* 
high incidents of rape and sexual assaults. Yet in saying this? 
we remain blind to the feet that these matters are relative 1 , - 1 
and that in our society, violence within the family is moi# 
injurious to women than street crimes, and it remains the 1 ' 
leading cause of injury to women. “Honour” killing 
remains the most harmful traditional practice which is not' 
broadly condemned. We have already turned a blind eye to; 
wife battering, violations of children's rights, domestic; 
violence. But I t h i nk it is high time to do something againsfci 
tins gender-based victimisation. 

The upholding of human rights should be the pillar for a, 
country that is going through the process of political., 
ttberahsation. Who are we going to blame for the perpetua- 
tion of these gender-based victimisation and for how long? 
are we gomg to tolerate this violence? Do we fault ouT 
political parties for not having platforms for action against* 
honour tailing and sexual assaults? Do we fault our*' 
predominantly male parliamentarians for not calling for 
enacting and enforcing legislation against perpetrators of 
practices and acts of violence against women? Do we fault 
women s organisations for not documenting incidents of 
this rirpe of violence and trying to stop them? 

e tat primarily we should place the blame off) 
womens ngfcts advocates and women's organisations for, 
mrserably failing to lobby for laws that wiilprotect womei’ 
thc abusers. The only powerfh 

B ^ s y stem - When will women’s: 
nghts advocates press for justice? We as women must" 

t0 lohb y for change, to withhold 1 , 1 
ca 5 dKlalcs Vibo are not willing to make oufr 
tKT I 8 ® 1 !? the government to enact laws* 
rights”*^ PUt W Cnd 40 **“* bIatanl violations of h 


JoSn V™^ P £ iaU d tbe ! fforts of Ms. Husseim and 

- the vaogoards in addressing thift 
to *i’ we await the day wheif we? 
at the lowing that our lives are no t 

( ™ tant Jeopardy of the whims of a brother, father, 

"hose “act of ailger’’ # 
looked upon with leniency by the law. 6 ™ 


AMa Aroaw^, 
Amman*. 
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Fall opens to many winds of change 


a 

a 

Xf the foreign ministry the staff is busy helping officials 
having in and out. Nayef Hadid, former Secretary General 
is packing up and is hitting the road to Morocco as Jordan's 
hew ambassador to that kingdom. In his place, but as act- 
ing Secretary General, will be Ibrahim Naghaway, the for- 
mer head of the Consulate Department. Former Ambas- 
sador to Abu Dhabi Samir Hmoud will take the vacancy left 
by Mr. Naghaway. Former Chief of Protocol Samir Masar- 
fyah has cleaned out his office arid is heading for his new 
post as Ambassador to Rome in the next week. His succes- 
sor is Ahmad Al Hassan, who came in from Jordan's 
embassy in Cairo where he was counsellor. The new head 
Iff the ministry’s Political Department is Abdul Latif 
Bawab, who was most recently head of consular affairs at 
ifie embassy in Dubai. The International Relations. Organ- 
isation and Conferences Department will be headed by 
Minister Counsellor Ibrahim Nabulsi. And Ibrahim Dab- 
lias will become acting chief of the Legal Department, suc- 
ceeding Mohammad Tawfiq Khalidi who heads to Cairo as 
deputy to Ambassador Nayef Qadi. 

t 

■> 

**#* 


GOING EAST: While some Jordanian diplomats return 
1 from the Gulf, United Arab Emirates Ambassador to Jordan 
~ Mohammad Jasim Shukr is ending his tour of duty. As the 
dean of the Arab diplomatic corps in Jordan, having served 
ffyere the longest, nearly seven years, Mr. Shukr's experience 
tmd diplomatic skill are going to be put to further good use 
as he is said to be heading for Malaysia to take over the 
jpnbassy there. The next dean, then, will be Omani Ambas- 
sador Mohammad lbn Sultan who arrived in Amman in the 
'^Spring of 1989. The successor to Mr. Shukr at the embassy 
bere is still unknown. 

-h 

gr . **** 
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* HOAD TALK : The art of moving is right up Marwan 
ftjhiian's alley. With 16 years under his belt at the Public 
transportation Corporation, Mr. Khitan takes the reigns as 
jhe corporation's new director. His predecessor and col- 
league, former director Suleiman Habahbeh is stud to have 
faken the private sector route and joined the newly-formed 
public shareholding company called the Petra Bus Compa- 
ny, whose major, shareholder, is prominent businessman 
-Khalil TaLhouni. Messrs. Khitan and Habahbeh have come 
to a fork in the road — now one will be bussing tourists. 
While the other will continue bussing the public. 


**** 


b: 

JEERING NORTHWARDS: Dr. Kantel Ajloum has 

sample ted the maximum two terms as president of the Uni- 
versity of Science and Technology (JUST). The first presi- 
dent iff the state-owned university, which was established in 
4-986. will be returning to the University of Jordan Faculty 
iff Medicine to teach. Dr. Ajlouni, a former Minister of 
Health in the Cabinet of Ahmad Obeidat, was honoured try 
Iks colleagues, counterparts and friends at a lunch on the 
JUST campus in Irbid Tuesday. Talk there and in other 
F academic circles points to Dr. Sa'ad Hijazi, another physi- 
cian, who has been Dr. Ajlouni's deputy, as the most likely 
darididate to Jill the presidency. ■ 


\ 

c 

pAY THE BEST ‘ PERSON • WIN: In Anunan, 
diversity of Jordan President Fawzi Gharaibeh, who was 
rt-appoirued last month to a second four-year term, himself 
appointed four new deans from the list of 15 faculties on 
that campus. The partially new appointments included : 
Abdul Rahman Shahin, Faculty of Arts, succeeding 
Mohammad Kheir Yassin who has resigned; Raghda 
Shukri, Faculty of Nursing, succeeding Wafiqa Abdul 
Rahim who also has resigned; Khaled Touqan, Faculty of 
Engineering and Technology, succeeding Mohammad 
\AjxlulAziz; and Suleiman Rihani, Faculty cf Educational 
S Sciences, succeeding Sami Khasawneh. Drs. Abdul Aziz 
and Khasawneh had served the maximum two terms as 
dams. But the one appointment that had faculty members 
unking was that of Dr. Touqan. Detractors said Dr. Touqan 
was not senior enough to be appointed dean because he 
ms not yet a full professor. The university by-laws call for 
inference to be given to full-professors but they do oot 
lattice that criteria mandatory. Supporters of Dr. Touqan's 
appointment say he was the best choice for the post as he 
as the most academically sound ( he is a graduate of the 
Massachusetts Institute of Technology), the most accept- 
able to the majority of his colleagues in the faculty, and is 
<£ person of high integrity. " When you look around you 
aped to select someone who is first well-respected academ - 
Kpfly and not for his/her title , " said a faculty member. 


* 


**** 


CULTURE ON THE GO: When it comes to 

intmeras and reshuffles at government agencies, 
rtmems and other institutions, the criteria can at times 
kazy. Minister of Culture Samir Habashneh has 
informed Royal Cultural Director ly ad Qattan that his con- 
tjlpct will be terminated as of early October. According to 
Habashneh. his decision was taken for no particular 
mason other, than H to activate the work at the centre. " The 
minister said he has offered Mr. Qattan, instead, a position 
os special advisor to the minister cf culture. The post is 
to be at the same salary Mr. Qattan is currently receiv- 
yS- That, to some, may be an attractive offer, considering 
Tf advisors basically do not have to put in many hours at 
workplaces. But ministry sources have said that the 
Position cf advisor to the minister and a salary to go with 
vnat position are already occupied by novelist Munes Raz- 
FJ ond Iraqi poet Abdul Wahab Bayatti. Mr. Qattan (52), 
Wo became director of the RCC only a month before the 
p tjrliamemary elections of 1989 and has since made the 
wirre a multipurpose facility, including at one time hosting 
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political debates, is faced with a quandary. Mr. Habash- 
neh, on the other hand, was not saying whom he had pro- 
posed to take the reigns of the RCC. He said he was still 
discussing that issue with the Prime Minister. But sources 
say the person being considered is Suleiman Nseirat, a 
retired army officer. The minister's detractors describe Mr. 
Nseirat’s possible appointment as political since he arid Mr. 
Habashneh were both members of the Arab Democratic 
Party until a raw with the party's leadership resulted in the 
resignation of Mr. Habashneh and afterwards of Mr. 
NseiraL Following Prime Minister Sharif Zeid Ben Shak-. 
er's establishment last April of the National Cultural Com- 
mittee. Mr. Habashneh, second in command of the commit- 
tee after Sharif Zeid, appointed Mr. Nseirat as a member of 
that panel. As to what course Mr. Qattan will take, we can- 
not predict because he has refused to make a comment on 
what is happening. 


**#* 


COMPARING NOTES : If discussion in some arenas 
fell silent, Jordanians were talking to Iranian visitors right 
here on the ground last week. Two Iranian religious 
sheikhs, Ahmad Ahmadi and Taker Marqati, were on a 
study visit to Jordan last week to meet with academicians 
and other counterparts and acquire some insight into the 
state Of the art of academic research, documentation and 
publication in the Kingdom. Dr. Ahmadi, the more senior 
and the president of the Organisation for the Publication of 
University Textbooks in Iran, speaks four languages and is 
an expert in comparative philosophy (Islamic-Westem). 
He is also a member of Iran's Higher Council on Culture 
which is headed by President Hashemi Rafscmjani and 
studies issues related to Islamic culture and how to cope 
with ■ modem-day life within Islam. While in Jordan, the 
two mullahs met with President of the University of Jordan 
Fawzi Gharaibeh and the head of the philosophy depart- 
ment, Suleiman Bdour, who was a classmate af Mr. Ahma- 
di while Dr. Bdour was studying in Iran. The visitors also 
met with AL al Bayt University Presidem Mohammad 
Adrian Bakhit. Iranian Ambassador to Jordan Ahmad 
Dastmalgian hosted a dinner in honour of Dr. Ahmadi and 
Mr. Marqati last Saturday at the InterContinental Hotel -to 
which he invited journalists, professors and religious schol- 
ars. Their visit here was seen as a part of the Islamic 
Republic's efforts to encourage further exchanges in 
spheres of common interest in the Islamic world 


**** 


IN THE MANNER IN WHICH THEY ARE 

ACCUSTOMED: Two senators this week concurred on 
much more than affairs of state. Former Prime Minister 
Mudar Badran and neurosurgeon Ashrqf Kurd! (a former 
military surgeon), currently members of the Upper House 
of Parliament, cast a major vote of confidence, with a good 
bit of lobbying from their wives Momina Badran and Huda 
Kuril, in the future happiness of two of their children. 
Lama Badran and Omar Kurdi, as they exchanged mar- 
riage vows Sunday evening at the InterContinental Hotel. 
Lama (21) just graduated with a bachelors in industrial 
engineering from the University of Jordan, and Omar (27) 
has a masters in electrical engineering from Georgia Tech 
in Atlanta. When the couple return from their honeymoon 
in the U.S., it will be back to work for Omar. At the wed- 
ding, needless to say, were current Prime Minister Sharif 
Zeid Ben Shaker and neatly every previous prime minister, 
including Abdul Salam Majali, Taker Masri and Zeid Rifai. 


WHAT’S IN A NAME: Readers of Al Dustour may 
have noticed that the daily columnist who used to sign as 
Sahban has recently switched to signing as Halim. In a col- 
umn he devoted entirely to the issue of why he had to 
change his name, the columnist explained that because 
someone whose name actually is Sahban complained that 
his friends began to question whether he was the write he 
decided it best to choose another pen name. But Halim is 
certainly rather more common than Sahban. Rather than 
have readers face the possibility of yet another name 
change, the J.T. has learned that the person behind that col- 
umn is none other than novelist arid former deputy Fakri 
Kawar. 


#*** 


IN SHIPSHAPE: Another Kawar makes the news as 
Amin Kawar & Sons Co. marked their 40th anniversary in 
shipping services with a freighter-size reception at the 
InterContinental Hotel Monday evening. Perhaps even 
more them the 1,600 people invited attended the outdoor 
celebration, with guests nearest the edge of the pool trying 
to avoid falling in. Company chief Tawfiq Kawar has 
always been in the forefront of efforts to upgrade Jordan's 
shipping sector. As president of the Shipping Agents Asso- 
ciation he launched a relentless campaign to get the off- 
shore inspection of Aqaba-bound ships changed to an on- 
shore inspection by Lloyds Register when the U.S. sanc- 
tions on Iraq wreaked havoc for Jordan's import opera- 
tions through its only port at Aqaba The company was 
named after Mr. Kawar's father, Amin, who made his mark 
like many other members of enterprising families from Salt, 
by turning from land cultivation to industry and services as 
the road to success in the 40s and 50s. 


inauguration in 1989, the BBC bus has toured Europe and 
the countries of the former Soviety Union. The trip to the 
Middle East is a first. On the itinerary besides Amman are 
stops in Zarqa, Irbid, Madaba and Karak. The team will 
also visit the University of Jordan, Yarmouk University and 
AL al Bayt University. For interested students specially 
arranged journalism seminars will be part of the campus 
leg of the tour. The bus and team are arriving from Syria 
where they will have spent two weeks and even taken part 
in the Damascus International Fair. British Ambassador 
Peter Hinchliffe and wife Archie, not ones to miss an 
opportunity to entertain, have planned a reception at their 
residence the evening the bus and company roll into town. 


**** 


MORE ON THE AIRWAVES: Orbit Satellite Tele- 
vision and Radio Network claims it is "rewriting television 
history ” with an all-new subscription policy giving viewers 
the power to choose the channels they really want from 
Orbit's more than 30 channels featuring news, sports and 
entertainment to the Arab World. With the "Orbit Choice" 
policy, the network says, viewers are free to select the chan- 
nels they want to what for individual prices as low as $3 a 
month but with a minimum monthly subscription commit- 
ment af $50. Meanwhile Orbit Direct, the exclusive dis- 
tributor for the network, has appointed Modem Arabian 
Business Corporation (MABCO) as its " master dealer" in 
Jordan, granting the company overall responsibility in the 
Kingdom for the distribution of Orbit receivers. MABCO 
General Manager Eyad Allaeddine said his corporation 
will be the first to officially introduce Orbit to the Jordian 
market. 


A DIVE WORTH TAKING: With the support of 
HRH Prince Ra 'ad Ben Zeid, Prince Faisal Ben Ra ’ad and 
Princess Basma Ali, the Jordan Royal Ecological Diving 
Society (JREDS) last week organised a clean-up dive in 
Aqaba as part of the Kingdom's contribution to the world- 
wide effort of cleaning the seas “ Clean up the World Cam- 
paign, " to save marine life. The divers involved began the 
clean-up at the site of the “Black Rock Reef scooping out 
four-cubic-metres of rubbish from the area. Their effort 
was supported by the Royal Diving Centre. The Aqua Mari- 
na Diving Centre, the Red Sea Diving Centre and Al Kazar 
Diving Centre. The group was also helped by the Aqaba 
Regional Authority, Aqaba Port Authority and the Royal 
Jordanian Coast. 


**** 


TAKING IT TO THE STREETS: The flaming red, 

double-decker BBC publicity bus is scheduled for a tour of 
Jordan starting Sept. 26. A team of reporters from the BBC 
Arabic Senice and English newsroom will be on board to 
meet BBC listeners around the Kingdom and provide them 
with the opportunity to ask questions and to discover more 
about the BBC. The bus itself is authentic as it used to 
carry passengers through the streets of London. It has 
since been converted into a mobile exhibition centre com- 
plete with a small video theatre on the top deck. Since its 


NO COUCH POTATOES HERE: Good news for 
some — the Australian Embassy's popular "Outback Bar," 
located at the embassy proper, will reopen on Sept. 28 (a 
Thursday naturally). Admission will be restricted to hold- 
ers of diplomatic I.D.s or those persons whose names are 
placed the embassy's guest list. In charge of bar operations 
will be Second Secretary William (Bill) George Richardson, 
at the embassy and new Attache. Jennifer Saville. The bar 
will open at 7:00 p.m and is expected to close at midnight 
sharp, sources tell us. Good on ya, mates! 


Jennifer Hamameh 


THOUGHTS FOR THIS 
WEEK 

Peace on earth , good will to men — Gospel 
according to SL Luke. 

To perceive Christmas through its wrapping be- 
comes more difficult with every year — E.B. White, 
American author and journalist (1899-1985). 

Going to church doesn 't make you a Christian any 
more than going to a garage makes you an auto- 
mobile — William Ashley “Billy” Sunday, American 
Evangelist (1862-1935). 
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Moniputers 


By Jean-Claude Elias 

A tigrion is the offspring of a tiger and a lion and a moni- 
puier is a hybrid between a monitor (a screen) and a com- 
puter. This is not fantasy, it's a perfectly real product that 
will be available at the end of the year. 

Several major manufacturers, Acer, Compal, Leo, 
Mitac, Lite-On, Tatung and Waffer have joined forces to 
produce what seems to be much in demand by PC world- 
wide: Practical, space saving equipment 

Ironically, the idea is not new at all. The novelty is only 
in the name moniputer. The concept of having the whole 
computer system, screen, disks, memory, keyboard, etc., 
housed in one single unit goes back to the very first per- 
sonal computers produced in (he early eighties. The first 
Apple, the Sinclair, the Radio-Shack, the celebrated 
Olivetti M20 and all these venerable ancestors could have 
been called moniputers. Actually they were even more 
integrated solutions than what the new moniputer is. 
Indeed, the keyboard and the mouse have been kept sep- 
arated from the main body in the moniputer’s design. 
Currently made notebooks are but the ultimate form of 
moniputers, since they hold all elements in one single 
unit. 

In 1984-1985, manufacturers realised that the machines 
must be as modular as possible. Only an advanced stage 
of modularity would allow easy and inexpensive modifi- 
cations, expansions, repairs, interchangeability of compo- 
nents, and so forth. Therefore, PCs produced after 1985 
consisted of 4 discrete units: The PC main cabinet, the 
monitor, the keyboard and the mouse. 


chip talk 



In addition to occupying mote desk space, the 4-unit 
concept makes transportation complicated. Moving a PC 
from one desk to another or from the office to the home 
becomes a tedious operation. A moniputer on the other 
hand can be easily carried. 

One major technical difficulty is having the floppy disk 
drives too dose to the monitor. The electrical and mag- 
netic interference produced by regular CRT (cathode ray 
tube) screens is harmful to diskettes and even to hard 
disks. Notebooks do not use CRT displays and do not 
have this problem. Opening a moniputer to add memory, 
replace a card or make a repair will be less simple than 
with conventional PCs. 

The above mentioned manufacturers say they are work- 
ing on solving these difficulties. They are seriously plan- 
ning to reach mass production by February 1996. As it is 
usually the case with information technology, it is not 
easy to predict bow successful the new solution will be. 
Users' response and feedback will decide. 


JTV CHANNEL TWO WEEKLY PREVIEW 


Thursday, 

Sept. 21 

1:00 Iris - The Happy Professor 
1:15 Noddy 
1:30 Fireman Sam 
1 :45 My Secret Identity 
2:15 NJ3.A. 

3:15 Take Your Pick 
3:45 Dead Men’s Tales 
4:15 I Witness Video 
5:00 Children’s Programme 
5:30 Varieties And Game Show 
Le Monde Est A Vous 
7:00 Le Journal 
7:15 Court Metrage 
7:30 News Headlines 
735 National Geographic 
8:30 The Album Show 
9:15 Murder She Wrote 
10:00 News In English ' 

1 0:25 Movie — Gaines Mother Never Taught You 
Starring: Loreta Swit & Sam Waterson 

11:50 Shogan 
12:30 Perfect Strangers 


Friday, 
Sept. 22, 


Read A Lee Deed A Lee > 

Beethoven 

Why Didn't I Think Of That 
White Fang 

Movie — The Mark Of Zorro 
Starring: Tyrone Power & Linda Darnel 
Crystal Maze 
Children Programme 
Telefilm 
Baldipata 
Le Journal 
Magazine 
E=M6 

News Headlines 
African Skies 
Coach 

Nomads of The Wind (documentary) 
Danger Field 
i News In English 
’ “Power & Lovers” 

Starring: Stephen Dillane 
The Buddy Holly Story (Doc/Music) 


Saturday, 
Sept. 23, 


Back To The Future 
Harry And The Hendersons 
Mountain Men 
Only In Hollywood 
Families 

Children's Programme 
Documentary — Le Bicentenaire Du Louvre 
Drama Series — Operation Open I Et 2 
Le Journal 
Magazine 
Faut Pas Rever 
News Headlines 
First Flights 
Major Dad 

The Bold And The Beautiful 
Dr. Quinn Medicine Woman 
Boogies Diner 
News In English 

Movie — The Return Of Elliot Ness 
Starring: Robert Stack & Jack Coleman 
Noble House 


Sunday, 
Sept. 24, 


2:00 The Flintstones 
2:30 Joshua Jones 
2:45 The Mighty Jungle 
3:00 Pugwall’s Summer 
3:30 Time Riders 
4:00 Families 
5:00 Children’s Programme 
5:30 Serie 

L’lnstit 

7:00 Le Journal 
7:15 Magazine 


Ushuaia: Le Magazine De L’Extreme 
7:30 News Headlines 
7:35 Cinema, Cinema 
8:00 Nurses 

830 The Bold And The Beautiful 
9:15 Strathblair 
10:00 News In English 
10:25 Counter Strike * 

11:10 Return To Eden 
1230 Keeping Up Appearances 

Monday, 

Sept. 25, 

2:00 The Animals Of Farthing Wood 
230 Hey Dad! 

3:00 Survival 

4:00 Families 

5:00 Children Programme 

530 Documentary — L’ArcheoIogie Sous Marine 

5:50 Telefilm 

7:00 Le Journal 

7:15 French Varieties 

735 News Headlines 

7:35 Camp Wilder 

8:00 Me Hale’s Navy 

8:30 The Bold And The Beautiful 

9:10 Hearts Of The West 

10:00 News In English 

10:25 The Ruth Rendell's Mysteries 

11:30 Movie — Annihilaior 

Starring: Mark Lindsay & Susan Blakely 


Tuesday, 
Sept. 26, 


2:00 Captain Planet 
230 MA.N.T.I.S. 

3:00 Mountain Men 
4:00 Families 
5:00 Children's Programme 
530 Magazine 
Montagne 
550 Varieties 
Thratata 

7:00 Le Journal 
7:15 Magazine 

Faut Pas Reve 
7:35 You Bet Your Life 
8:00 Piglet Files 
8:30 The Bold And The Beautiful 
9:15 True Blue 
10:00 News In English 
10:25 Trade Wiods 
11:30 New York Undercover 
12:00 Grace Under Fire 
12:30 Varieties 

Wednesday, 

Sept. 27, 

2:00 Madeline 
2:30 Super Champs 
3:00 Tomorrow’s World 
3:30 Amazing Stories 
4:00 A Special Documentary 
5:00 Children’s Programme 
530 Detective Telefilm 

Les Cinq Demifres Minutes 
7:00 Le Journal 
7:15 Magazine 

Ushuaia, Le Magazine De L’Extreme 
7:30 News Headlines 
735 Arthur C. Clarke's Mysterious Universe 
8:00 Anything For A Laugh 
8:30 The Bold And The Beautiful 
9:15 The “Other Americas 
10:00 News In English 
10:25 Prism 
10:45 Law And Order 
11:45 Silk Road 
12:30 Varieties 


Jordan Times, September 21, 1995 


The continuing search for big ideas 


By Samer Ghaleb Bagaeen 

Certain issues do at times seem rather unimportant when 
compared to the bigger issues that any society grapples 
with. But sometimes, it is these seemingly unimportant 
issues that need to be talked about for the lessons that can 
be learnt from them in the search for big ideas. 

Product recall is one such big idea which is certainly 
not all that easy for any producer. But when public safe- 
ty is endangered, it takes a courageous institution to pub- 
lish a big advertisement in a newspaper, a foreign news- 
paper, rec allin g all defective products in return for a full 
refund. 

What this goes to show, in part at least, is that a pro- 
ducer-consumer relationship based on honesty is very 
important And be re, both parties have to be commended 
Certainly consumers have not had it easy. All such rights 
had to be fonght for, mainly through consumer protection 
agencies. Such agencies made sure that producers could 
never get away with anything from faulty car designs to 
a possible risk of small pieces of metal in a range of 
chocolate cakes. 

Another such big idea is about providing for the needs 
of the visually unpaired among us. Generally, it is 
because of their fear of such embarrassing situations that 
man y visually impaired people will never stay with 
friends or relatives simply because the thought of getting 
there is too intimidating. 

When visually impaired people stay overnight in an 
un familiar place like a friend’s bouse, one sure way of 
saving themselves the embarrassment of walking into the 
wrong bedroom would simply involve marking their door 
handle with a piece of siring. 

These and other ideas require an audience which is 
truly in touch with its needs and aspirations and which 
understands the difficulties involved when trying to cam- 
paign for the rights of consumers on the one hand and the 
visually impaired on the other. A society certainly needs 
some sort of legislation to protect all categories of its cit- 
izens whether they are the handicapped, pedestrians. 


shoppers, workers, those on sick leave and many more. 

This kind of legislation has to be arduously campaigned 
for by everybody: the people, all people, their deputies, 
NGOs, the trade unions and consumer protection agen- 
cies, whenever they exist. 

Human beings, by virtue of their nature, need to feel 
secure and where better to seek this security than in the 
heritage currently entrusted to us. One other big idea is 
about coaching people to respect. Coaching, because 
nothing else seems to work, people to have respect for the 
people around them, for the members of their family, for 
their neighbours, for the people they work with, for the 
streets they drive in, for the city where they live and for 
the treasures that history has entrusted them with. 

The British people have risen in uproar over a govern- 
ment intention to flog to the private sector, alias privatise, 
a site of Baroque drama and classical rectitude, that of the 
Royal Naval College in Greenwich. Newspaper editorials 
called instead for these buildings to be preserved and 
their usefulness enhanced as a celebration of the values 
which the site has marked for three cenmries: innovation, 
science, art and the importance of Britain s relations with 
the outside world. Readers of the newspapers were asked 
to offer ideas for the place if the government had run out 
of ones except wielding the auctioneer’s hammer. In such 
situations, sparking a public debate is the way forward. 

Meanwhile in a parallel world, respecting people and 
their environment most certainly means that the new 
roundabout on an arterial route in the Abdoun area of 
Amman is noi more privileged than the oik on a similar 
arterial route in Al-Rabia area. But, and sadly enough, 
one finds that the former was planted with green trees 
while the latter was plastered over with concrete. 

In the manner that the consumer protection agency 
campaigns for the good of the consumer, why can t there 
be several i mm unity protection agencies that can be 
called upon to spark the local architectural debate and 
campaign for better, historically continuous and more 
equal urban environments in our city? 


ON THE UGHTER SIDE 


Mohammad A. Shuqair 


FANTASTIC FACTS 

— Sam Jessup addicted to pill swallowing, took in the 
region of 227,000 pills in 22 years. He also drank 40,000 
bottles of medicine. He died in 175Z 

***** 

— Henry Ford, the motor milli onaire, never threw 
away a letter or a bill and his lawyers were left to sort out 
5,000,000 documents, a two-year task. Amongst them 
were 10,000 unopened letters. 


— Captain 
Kidd. the 
pirate, executed 
at Wapping, 
London, in 
1701, was 
hanged three 
times because 
the rope 
snapped twice. 
Each time the 
rope broke, 
spectators 
urged Kidd to 
run for it but 
the pirate was 
too drunk even 
to stand proper- 
ly. 
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— Are you a thrasher-about in bed? Well, best fit a safe-! 
ty belt According to a West German insurance compa- 
ny’s statistics, some 600 people a year die in that country 
by falling out of bed. | 


JOKES 


* DURING the exam, the pupil said to the teacher, “Do 
you mind telling me today's date?” 

TEACHER: “Forget about the date and take care of 
answering the questions?” 

PUPIL: “I just want to write something I believe it is 
correct!” 


* TEACHER: "What's the best way of preserving milk 
from going bad? ' 

PUPIL: “To leave it in the cow’s udder!” 


BANK OF KNOWLEDGE 

1. Where is the Valley of Kings? 

2. How many strings has a pangolin? 

3. What is another name for meicuty? 

4. What is ormolu and what is it used for? 

5. Which is the odd man out, and why? 

Etna - Vesuvius - Ben Nevis - Scromboli - Popocate 
-Pell. 

6. What is periodot? 


PUZZLE ME 

Can you find your way from the START to one of the 
exists at the 

edge wifo-M~~pi-iiL«iM.siHL BT i 

the arrows? IT^ ■( ® 
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The metre, liter and kilo are 
shaking up the imperial system 


By Jean-Louis Pany 

Agence France Presse 
LONDON — Pounds and 
ounces, pints and gallons, 
feet and inches, the stan- 
dards of Britain’s “imperi- 
al” weights and measures 
are grudgingly making way 
for the metric system that 
will be obligatory for pre- 
packaged products sold in 
British shops after oct. 1. 

The changeover, ostensi- 
bly for the consumer’s ben- 
efit, promises only to leave 
him befuddled. 

“Actually, we have been 
able to use the metric sys- 
tem in this country since 


1897 ... but you couldn’t 
use (the two systems) 
together,” said Alan Street, 
chief executive of the 
Institute of Trading, - 
Britain’s consumer legisla- 
tion watchdog. 

“You had to make your 
mini up, using one or the 
other ... you either sold in 
metric or imperial .” 

Britain’s multinational 
companies, obliged to deal 
in kilos and liters abroad, 
were the first to cave in, 
said Mr. Street. In the 
1 9,80s, petrol pumps 
switched over to liters and 
the construction industry 


took the metre on board. 

“There was no pressure 
from the government on 
trading industry,” said Mr. 
Street. “But the British gov- 
ernment has always said we 
would be driven by cus- 
tomer demands towards the 
metric system.” 

“If you are 25 years or 
less, you would have been 
taught in school on the 
basis of the metric system 
only,” be said. 

London has thus decided 
to partially apply a 1989 
European directive that was 
an amendment to one of the 
first harmonisation rules of 


1971 — when Britain was 
not yet a member of the 
then European Economic 
Community. 

At midnight. Sept. 30, 
pre-packaged fruits, veg- 
etables ami meats will he 
sold by gram and kilo, not 
ounces and pounds, bottles 
will be labelled in liters and 
carpets will be cut in ^ 
metres. ^ 

Invoking the importance 
of the cultural symljotism at 
stake, London in 1989 won 
two exemptions: beer in 
pubs will continue to be 
sold by the pint, as will 
home-delivered milk. 
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Following is an interview 
conducted by the Jordan 
Times with Juan Manuel 
Cabrera, the ambassador of 
Spain to Jordan and repre- 
sentative in Amman of the 
presidency of the European 
Union: 

Q: What is your vision of 
ftiture relations' between 
Europe and the south-east 
Mediterranean countries? 

■ A very positive and 
dynamic one. You have to 
take into account not only 
the already existing tradi- 
tion, through history, of 
mutually beneficial links of 
different kinds, mostly cul- 
tural and human, but also 
die pragmatic need of the 
two sides to establish, on 
the eve of the next century 
which will confirm the 
realm of interdependence 
and of regional structures, a 
working relationship based 
on security, stability and 
well-being for all partners. 
That does not mean the task 
will be easy or different 
obstacles will not ma- 
terialise in our way, but the 
final goals seem to me not 
only positive but unavoid- 
able. 

Q: How could Europe and 
the Middle East work to* 
gether to combat poverty 
and extremism in the 
South? 

What is most needed is 
more solidarity not only 


between governments but 
also in our respective soci- 
eties, and above all better 
knowledge of one another. 
It is incredible how many 
“cliches” continue to exist 
on the two sides, some of 
them promoted by bad will 
and xenophobia, but mostly 
(Stemming) out of igno- 
rance and misplaced pride. 
All in all, X think the com- 
bat against poverty is an 
easier one, provided the 
right means are applied by 
everyone included of 
course the “recipient” 
countries, than the one 
against extremism. It takes 
a long time for mental atti- 
tudes, especially collective 
ones, to radically change 
and intolerance can sustain 
a strong resistance, as we 
know by our own experi- 
ences in Europe. Anyway, 
further communication and 
better common knowledge 
will help tremendously, to- 
gether with the promotion 
of coordinated policies on 
both sides. 

Q: There have been signs 
of European reluctance to 
commit the EU to partici- 
pate positively in the 
October Middle East and 
North African (MENA) 
summit What is the 
European argument? 

I haven’t seen such signs 
at all. On the contrary, I am 
personally convinced, and I 
am sure it is also the feeling 
of my colleagues, that 


there is an active commit- 
ment on the European 
Union's part to ensure, 
together with the rest of the 
participants, the success of 
the conference. 1 have made 
this point, since we started 
the Spanish presidency, to a 
number of Jordanian offi- 
cials and I think all of them 
have appreciated our effort 
to cooperate as much as we 
can. You must not forget the 
peace process started in 
Europe, and Europe, before 
and after Madrid, has never 
been indifferent to the 
march of peace in this 
region and to its economic 
and social aspects. We have 
a share in it and we intend 
to keep it alive. 

Q: How do Europeans 
view the'setting up of a 
Mideast development 
bank? 

The Europeans are ready 
to cooperate fully with 
whichever financial institu- 
tion will finally be agreed 
upon by all the participants 
at the Amman conference. I 
rhink our past financial ef- 
fort towards the consoli- 
dation of the economic 
development in the region 
needs not be tested. We are 
of course interested in die 
shaping of an institution 
which can really be prof- 
itable and sound and winch 
can obtain and procure to 
the peoples in tins area real 
and tangible advancement 
We are not interested, on 



the con- 
trary, in 
duplication 
of efforts 
neither are 
we ob- 
sessed by 
the build- 
ing of 
machiner- 
ies in 
them- 
selves. We 
want to 
make sure 
the recipes 
will be the 

correct Juan Manuel 
ones. And 

on that basis we are ready 
to continue to discuss the 
characteristics of the need- 
ed institution with the rest 
of the participants. Nobody, 

I think, could doubt our 
commitment and our seri- 
ous efforts to reach a work- 
able consensus. 

Q: What do you expect 
from the Barcelona 

conference in November 
regarding development 
aid for the Mediterranean 
region? 

The Barcelona con- 

ference, and I would like to 
refer the reader to the arti- 
cle which appears in this 
very supplement on that 
issue, is above all a global 
new effort on cooperation, 
in many different fields, 
which is going to be 
launched and tested for the 
first time. Its main purpose 


will be to 
create a net- 
work of 
lively links 
which will 
permit to the 
Medite- 
rranean co- 
untries and 
their peo- 
ples to be 
basically 
interdepen- 
dent, and 
share a com- 
mon space, 
in the be- 

Cabrera 

century. The challenges, for 
all of us, are not only of an 
economic nature, but also 
cultural, human, technolog- 
ical. The development aid 
for the region, provided 
there is a good capacity of 
absorption, as there is in 
Jordan, will be dramatically 
increased, as was already 
approved at the European 
Council in Cannes last 
June. 

Q: What are the priorities 
on the Spanish agenda in 
Its capacity as president of 
the EU? 


Our basic priorities, 
beginning with the “inter- 
nal” ones, are the fight 
against unemployment, the 
continuing efforts for the 
creation of an economic 
and monetary union, the 
preparation of the confer- 
ence which next year will 


review the internal mecha- 
nisms launched at Maas- 
tricht, and the consolidation 
of the concept of European 
citizenship. The most 
important achievement of 
the European construction 
will be for the people in 
each country to feel, in their 
everyday life, the benefits 
of this endeavour. Among 
the “external” priorities, 
and one of the most delicate 
ones is the achievement of a 
peaceful and just solution 
for the peoples of former 
Yugoslavia, together with 
the rest of the international 
community, a special stress 
and prominence is naturally 
given to the Middle East 
and the Mediterranean 
region, which have always 
been by definition one of 
our priority fields. We are 
going to continue to con- 
tribute, as much as we can 
and as much as we are 
asked by the countries in 
this region, to the efforts to 
achieve and consolidate 
peace and prosperity in this 
area to which we feel so 
dose. 

Q: How do you see the 
economic ties develop 
between Europe and Jor- 
dan in the era of peace? 

The era of peace for Jor- 
dan has just started. An 
enormous effort is already 
being made by the Jordani- 
ans themselves to economi- 
cally and socially profit, as 
much as possible, from the 


new situation. The Amman 
Economic Summit is in fact 
the turning point, as far as 
Jordan itself is concerned, 
of that effort, and it has 
been preceded by an, 
impressive array of semi- 
nars and meetings, of pro- 
ject designing and of 
legislative change. Some 
people would have ex- 
pected things to move faster 
but it was basically unreal- 
istic. taking into account . 
among other factors, a 
comprehensive regional, 
peace is yet to be fully 
achieved. The European 
Union, which already has 
assumed a leading role in 
developing the economic 
ties with Jordan, will un- 
doubtedly be in the fore- 
front of the new situation, 
malting sure the huge 
potentials created by it will 
not be Iosl Conversations 
have already started to 
reach a bilateral partnership 
agreement, linking for the 
fust time, under a global 
scope, the relationship 
between Jordan and the EU. 

I also think the presence of 
the European private sector 
representatives in the 
Amman summit will be of a 
decisive importance. 

Q: How do yoii view 
Spain's relationship with 
Jordan? 

Jordan and Spain do not 
have a relationship, but a 
love affair. I have been a 
privileged witness to it dur- 


ing the last few years. It can 
be anyway intensified, and 
it should, in many fields, 
and I am sure we still have 
a lot of common challenges 
and potentials to which we 
have both to respond. 
Indeed the problem with all 
kinds of sentimental links is 
that the partners can fall 
prey to die temptation of 
underestimating the need of 
more material achievement 
This is something we must 
both fight against with 
determination. There are 
many good results already 
in the cultural and eco- 
nomic fields, not to speak 
of the excellent political 
• and institutional relation- 
ship. But there is still much 
more to be done. Needless 
to say our main asset in this 
bilateral endeavour is the 
very special and close 
friendship between our two 
Royal Families which was 
put, once more, into per- 
spective by the extremely 
successful state visit of 
King Juan Carlos and 
Queen Sofia last Novem- 
ber. This is strengthened by 
the spontaneous and lively 
links between the two peo- 
ples rejoicing in common 
historical trends and ready 
to build a common future, 
on both shores of the 
Mediterranean. Let us try to 
take full advantage of those 
two exemplary assets. 


tv 




























Jordan Times European 

The European Union: 

A unique institutional structure 
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EU and Jordan: A relationship of trust 


FIFTEEN NATIONS in 
Western Europe today 
make up the European 
Union (EU). Its citizens 
have different outlooks, 
opinions and approaches to 
life but are united. by a 
common ideal: that of mak- 
ing the EU a better place to 
live in. 

The union works with a 
unique institutional struc- 
ture. This article intends to 
clarify the picture of the 
European bodies. 

The Council of the EU or 
Council of Ministers is the 
main decision-making 
institution. It is composed 
of ministers from the 15 
member states chosen 
according to the depart- 
ments involved: foreign 
affairs, agriculture, indus- 
try, transport, the envi- 
ronment, etc. The council 
serves to build consensus 
and pass resolutions and it 
is the foremost legislative 
body. The council adopts 
international agreements 
negotiated by the commis- 
sion. The General Secre- 
tariat is based in Brussels. 
The presidency of the 
council rotates changing 
hand every six months. 

The European Council is 
made up of the heads of 
government and of state of 
the 15 European member 
states. The president of the 
European Commission 
attends in his own right. 
The council meets at least 
twice a year and discusses 
the important issues being 
examined by the union. 

The European Commis- 
sion is a key institution 
composed of 20 commis- 
sioners appointed by the 
member states. The com- 
mission. is the executive 
body of the union: it imple- 
ments the decisions of the 
Council of Ministers, sub- 
mits proposals to it and 
administers the budget. In 
contrast to the secretariats 
of conventional 

international organisations, 
the commission has finan- 
cial autonomy. It represents 
the union's interests and 
takes no instructions from 



Jacques Sauter 

individual member states. 
The commission is backed 
by a civil service, mainly 
located in Brussels and 
Luxembourg. It comprises 
23 departments, called 
Directorate-General. The 
commission 
is repre- 
sented 
abroad by 
the delega- 
tions. 

Jacques 
Santer took 
office as 
president of 
the com- 
mission in 
January 
1995. 

The Euro- 
pean Parlia- 
ment pro- 
vides a 
democratic 
forum of 
debate. It is 
composed 
of 626 
deputies 
directly 
elected by 
the citizens 
of the mem- 
ber states. 

The parlia- 
ment moni- 
tors the 
European 
Commis- 
sion and 
shares die 
legislative 


function with the Council 
of Ministers. It is also in- 
volved in the planning of 
the budget. Parliament nor- 
mally meets in plenary ses- 
sion in Strasbourg, though 
the secretariat is located in 


Luxembourg and the usual 
venue for the meetings is 
Brussels. 

The European Court of 
Justice monitors the joint 
legislation agreed in the 
treaties. The European 
Court of Auditors checks 
whether the community's 
financial affairs are proper- 
ly managed. 

Rounding off the in- 
stitutions are the Economic 
and Social _ Committee 
(ECOSOC) and the Com- 
mittee of the Regions. The 
ECOSOC represents the 
various categories of eco- 
nomic and social activity 
and guarantees that trade 
and industry and the unions 
are actively involved in the 
development of the union. 
Finally, the Committee of 
the Region protects the- 
interests of the many re- 
gions of the European 
Union. 


SINCE THE signing of a 
cooperation agreement in 
1977, The European Union 
and Jordan have been suc- 
cessfully building their 
relations for political co- 
operation. trade, industry 
and economic development 

Close and friendly rela- 
tions between the EU and 
Jordan have been main- 
tained through regular visits 
that are intensifying. The 
planned partnership agree- 
ment whose negotiations 
have just started and Jor- 
dan's inclusion in the new 
5-year programme for die 
Mediterranean countries, 
known as the MEDA line, 
are further landmarks in this 
close relationships. 

The 1977 agreement pro- 
vided a framework that 

gave Jordan privileged eco- 
nomic treatment within the 
union regarding both the 
industrial and die agricul- 
tural products. Industrial 

products enjoy duty free 

access to the union, whilst 
certain agricultural exports 
enjoy a 40-80 per cent 


reduction in customs duties. 

The agreement has been 
further strengthened by the 
“Economic, Financial and 
Technical Protocols.” 
Three protocols were con- 
cluded between 1979 and 
1991 and a fourth protocol 
is still being worked on and 
is supposed to be concluded 
in 1996. These protocols 
are financed by the Euro- 
pean Commission through 
grants and by the European 
Investment Bank (EIB) 
through affordable loans. In 
all, 329 million ECUs have 
been provided to support 
Jordan's efforts to improve 
its industrial, agricultural, 
educational and social 
capacities. 

Jordan has also benefited 
from a special facility (300 
m ECUs) set aside for the 
support of structural adjust- 
ment in Mediterranean non- 
member countries. To date, 
almost one third of this 
facility has gone to Jordan. 

The balance of trade 
between the EU and Jordan 
has been in favour of 
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Europe. This trade relation- 
ship has not expanded as 
both sides would have 
liked. The idea of a free 
trade area with Europe, as 
planned in the future part- 
nership, will provide an 
incentive for Jordan to 
upgrade its economic and 
agri cultural structures to 
enable it to expand its eco- 
nomic interaction with the 
EU. 

The EU has also provided 
substantial support for Jor- 
dan’s agricultural sector 
through different projects 
aimed at improving the use 
of land for agricultural 
purposes and at assisting 
farmers through affordable 
credits. 

In the water sector, the 
EU has been supporting 
projects that deal with all 
aspects of the water chain: 
from evaluation of new 
sources (e.g. Azraq oasis, 
Hammad and Sirhan 
basins) to better utilisation 
of existing supplies and 
infrastructure facilities (e.g. 
Mujib basin, King Abdullah 
Canal, Kafrein Dam) and 
the expansion of supply 
through recycling (Zarqa 
waste water project). 

In the context of the peace 
process, the EU involve- 
ment in the water sector is 
being more and more inten- 
sified. 

The EU-Jordan co- 
operation in the field of 
industry has been designed 
to provide Jordan with the 
finance, skills and the envi- 
ronment to develop and 
promote industrial produc- 
tion and exports. Grants and 
loans provided to the Indus- 
trial Development Bank 
(IDB) have been on-lent 
for private sector industrial 
projects. Support for small 
business continues to be a 
main focus of European 
efforts. Specific pro- 
grammes to help Jordanians 
suffering from the effects of 
the Gulf crisis were also 
supported. 

The overall picture of 
European interaction with 
Jordan is completed with 
the education sector, whose 
focus is on science and 
technology.. .The EU 
finances different projects 
that are aimed at developing 


selected university faculties t 
( e.g. the Faculty of Engi--» 
neering and Technology at | 
the University of Jordan, n 
the Faculty of Science at * 
Yarmouk University. etc.) i 
and institutions (Royal Sci- 
entific Society) to qualify;; 
an increased number of * 
graduates and to reinforce •-< 
existing science and tech--* 
nology research capabilities ' 
(e.g. Cooperation Project in : 
Science and Technology). - 
Many Jordanians have re- 1 
ceived grants to pursue their ■' 
PhD studies in Europe. 1 
Other programmes with 1 
EU support that involve 1 
Jordan are not run directly ' 
by the European Coramis- 1 
sion but through decen- : 
tralised networks of cooper- 
ation. The so called Med-1 
programmes (Med-Invest, ‘ 
Med-Campus and Med 1 
Urbs) enhance the transfer’ 
of technologies and the 1 
exchange of know-how by - 1 
creating direct links ■ 
between people, groups or 1 
organisations which share ' 
common interests and pur- , 
poses. Through these net- ^ 
works the EU aims to 
improve the quality of ' 
North-South relations and. " 
in the long term, that of' 
South-South relations. - 
Health and social devel--j 
opment in Jordan is also 
supported by the EU . 
through direct funding to 1 ' 
worthwhile projects or. ' 
indirectly, through NGO * 
financing. The union pro- 
vided substantial financial ~ 
and humanitarian support ‘ 
(150 million ECUs) for Jor- • 
dan in the emergency situa- | 
tions caused by the Gulf cri- 
sis. This aid brought a dou- | 
ble benefit to the Jordanian | 
economy by supporting | 
both its balance of pay- ! 
ments position and the gov- J 
emment budget The EU j 
also provided 130 million I 
ECUs, 30 per cent of the I 
international effort for pro- j 
grammes to support evac- I 
uees from Kuwait and Iraq | 
during the Gulf crisis. j 
Today, Jordanian-Euro- i 
pean relations are ready to 
enter a new partnership 
phase that will be the culmi- 
nation' of the process that 
started back in 1977. 


ENTRECANALES S.A 


(Main Contractor for the King Abdullah Hospital Project) 




Wishes to congratulate the Kingdom of Jordan 
for its efforts for peace and development. 
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The Euro-Mediterranean conference in Barcelona 


THE mediterranean 

Sea has, from the very first 
steps of history, been a 
privileged and unique space 
of cultural dynamism and 
prosperous trade and com- 
munication. Throughout 
centuries of war, domi- 
nance and colonialism, but 
also of mutual cooperation 
and efforts to radiate to 
other areas the- scientific 
discoveries and the artistic 
creativity inherent to the 
successive historical 

naomentums in this region, 
a slow emergence of some- 
thing, difficult to define but 
with common characteris- 
tics, took place little by lit- 
tle. giving birth to what can 
be called a Mediterranean 
spirit and way of life. 
Today, on the threshold of 
the XXlst Century, the 
challenges and the op- 
portunities of the peoples 
living in that area are, more 
than ever, common and (be 
response to them, in a cli- 
mate of stability and co- 
operation, has also to be a 
common one if failure and 
frustration for all are to be 
avoided. 

The European Union has* 
long sought an enhanced 
relationship with the other 
Mediterranean partners in 
order to create in this region 
an area of dialogue that will ' 
guarantee peace, stability, 
prosperity and well-being 
for those who live in it. 

The general idea of such 
a conference was progres- 
sively shaped at the Euro- 
pean Councils of Lisbon 
(June ‘92), Corfu (June ‘94) 


and Essen (December *94). 
Finally in Cannes (June 
‘95), the main features of 
the new partnership to 
come and of the prepara- 
tions for the Barcelona con- 
ference were approved, 
together with an unprece- 
dented amount of funds 
(4.685 billion ECUs, equiv- 
alent to $6,325 billion) 
from which the economic 
and social development of 
the region will benefit dur- 
ing the next five years. 

Throughout those prelim- 
inary steps, the union and 
its member states 
expressed the need of the 
creation of a well-struc- 
tured policy that will be fit 
to tackle the challenges that 
the Euro-Mediterranean 
relation is going to face in 
the future. Although the ap- 
proach needs to be nec- 
essarily a general one, the 
particular - characteristics 
and distinguishing features 
of each country will have to 
be taken into consideration. 
‘ The Euro-Mediterranean 
conference to be held in 
Barcelona on Nov. 27 and 
28 will be a unique oppor- 
tunity for Europe and its 
Mediterranean partners to 
ensure peace, .stability, 
prosperity and cooperation 
through the newly designed 
Euro-Mediterranean 
partnership, as well as to 
create a new global 
approach in the relationship 
between themselves. 

In this respect, I would 


wish to point out the three 
main pillars of the Euro- 
Mediterranean partnership: 
A) The political and securi- 
ty aspects, B) The econom- 
ic and financial ones, and 
finally C) The social and 
human dimension. 

A) Political and security 
partnership 

As far as the political and 
security aspect is con- 
cerned! the aim of all 27 
participants will be to 
establish a number of com- 
mon principles and interests 
acceptable to all and to 
whose promotion we can 
all commit ourselves 
together. 

& this field, we intend to 
promote the adoption by all 
participants of a Declara- 
tion of Principles that will 
identify a number of objec- 
tives concerning both in- 
ternal and external se- 
curity. 

Within this first pillar 
there will be two main sub- 
ebapters. First the one com- 
prising human rights, 
democracy and the rule of 
law that will, among other 
things, deal with fundamen- 
tal freedoms, pluralism and 
tolerance, human rights and 
the respect to the basic texts 
like the U.N. Charter or the 
Universal Declaration of 
Human Rights. The second 
one. basically devoted to 
stability, security and good 
neighbourly relations, 


based on the following 
principles: equal sovereign- 
ty, non-intervention in the 
internal affairs of another 
partner, respect for territori- 
al integrity, refraining from 
the use of force and ac- 
cepting to settle all disputes 
peacefully, plus the fight 
against terrorism, drug traf- 
ficking and all other types 
of organised crime, the 
promotion of disarmament 
and non-proliferation, and 
finally the acceptance of 
confidence and security 
building measures as the 
fundamental basis of good 
neighbourly relations. 

B) Economic and 
financial partnership 

In this chapter, the Euro- 
pean Union wishes to estab- 
lish the necessary condi- 
tions to overcome the long- 
term problems of the 
region’s economy. In this 
respect we would wish to 
accelerate the pace of social 
and economic develop- 
ment, to improve the living 
conditions by reducing the 
prosperity gap and increas- 
ing the employment level, 
and finally encouraging re- 
gional cooperation aod 
integration. 

The basic instrument to 
achieve these goals will be 
the creation of a medium- 
term Euro-Mediterranean 
free trade area that will aim 
to build a zone of shared 
prosperity. 


The main priorities of 
economic trans-Mediter- 
ranean cooperation will be 
the following: 

— Investments to pro- 
mote a rapid and sus- 
tainable growth and the 
necessary structural re- 
forms to ensure the success 
of economic development. 

— The boosting of 
regional cooperation as the 
essential basis for the cre- 
ation of a free trade area. 

— The appeal to private 
and public companies to 
enter into business agree- 
ments such as joint ven- 
tures, marketing arrange- 
ments, subcontracting or 
licensing in the framework 
of the Euro-Mediterranean 
area. To achieve this goal 
the creation of a favourable 
business environment will 
be of paramount impor- 
tance, em-pbasising the 
necessary privatisation of 
the non-profitable public 
enterprises. 

— Special attention will 
be given to all matters relat- 
ed to the environment, 
enhancing regional cooper- 
ation programmes either 
through the framework of 
the European Union or any 
other relevant international 
organisation. The 27 part- 
ners will necessarily have 
to increase their efforts to 
protect the environment and 
bolster the already existing 
plans, such as the Mediter- 
ranean Action Plan, to 
achieve maximum efficien- 


cy and effectiveness. 

— As far as fisheries are 
concerned, there is a need 
to recognise the importance 
of the conservation and of a 
rational management of all 
fish stocks. 

■ — Energy matters will 
also be considered a priori- 
ty, and the 27 partners will 
surely acknowledge the 
interdependence of the 
energy sector and will try to 
create’ the appropriate 
conditions to enable the 
much needed investments 
in this sector. 

— Other areas that will be 
given a focal attention will 
be agricultural and rural 
.development, infrastructure 
development (transport, 
telecommunications and 
information technology), 
and local planning, research 
and development and statis- 
tics. 

C l Partnership in social 
and human affairs 

The basic aim is to encour- 
age exchanges arooDg the 
civil society. Special empha- 
sis will be placed on educa- 
tion. vocational training, 
problems related to the 
young people, culture and 
the media, migrations and 
health care. 

We consider this third 
human chapter of paramount 
importance to bridge a num- 
ber of gaps and misunder- 
standings which still plague 
our societies, and to reach. 


with all due respect to the re- 
spective cultural traditions, a 
.better mutual knowledge as 
a valid platform not only to 
share experiences but to 
build, at a later stage, a com- 
mon network of values and 
goals, unavoidable in the 
new era of world in- 
terdependence and commu- 
nications. 

The Barcelona conference 
does not intend to be an iso- 
lated initiative that will be 
forgotten once the last del- 
egate leaves the conference 
room on November 28, this 
year. An ambitious Pro- 
gramme of Action, which 
will be adopted together 
with the Political Declara- 
tion, is expected to launch 
the long-term initiative in all 
its aspects. There will also 
be the necessary follow up 
by “ad hoc” thematic meet- 
ings at different levels (min- 
isters, senior officials and 
expens). Furthermore, the 
EU has the intention to hold 
regular foreign ministers 
meetings that will deal with 
all the matters related to the 
problems the Mediterranean 
faces and will face in the 
future. 

This exercise does not 
intend to be a unilateral one, 
with concepts, patterns and 
goals imposed by “the 
north.” but a mutually bene- 
ficial two-way street, in 
which every step taken will 
be the responsibility and the 
making of everyone, and 
which will encompass all 


kinds of productive inter- 
linking (north-south, but 
also south-south and east- 
west). From the beginning 
we have indeed welcome 
any suggestion or contribu- 
tion from the rest of the 
Mediterranean partners to 
ensure the success and the 
pragmatism of the whole 
exercise and of the confer- 
ence itself. 

Finally the Euro-Mediter- 
ranean conference of 
Barcelona, and the Euro- 
Med Partnership that will be 
launched in this event, does 
not intend to become a new 
forum for resolving con- 
flicts, as for example the 
peace process (although it 
aspires (0 help promote its 
success), nor does it intend 
to replace other regional fora 
that aim to promote peace 
and stability id the region. 

The union intends to play 
an important and active role 
in the forthcoming Amman 
Economic Summit, making 
it clear that both initiatives 
are of a different nature 
regardless of the common 
points or positive sinergies 
they may share, but also in 
many ways complementary 
and aiming at a common 
goal of peace, stability and 
prosperity for the whole 
region. 

This is the time. This is the 
opportunity. Let us together 
seize it and endeavour to 
work for a common future 
which is already here and 
will not wait for our action. 

Juan Manuel Cabrera 
Ambassador of Spain 


The Schengen Agreement opens the way 
for free movement of people within the European Union 


THE SCHENGEN Agree- 
ment stems from the Saar- 
bucken Agreement signed 
between France and Ger- 
many on July 13, 1984. The 
agreement envisaged the 
gradual suppression of the 
common frontier controls 
between the two states. 
The states of Benelux (Bel- 
gium. the Netberiands and 
Luxembourg) “later joined - 
the agreement The five 
states signed an agreement 
on July 14, 1985, in the 
Luxembourg city of Schen- 
gen. The agreement took 
effect immediately after it 
was signed. After the 
Schengen agreement its 
complementary convention 
was signed on July 19, 
1990. Italy. Greece, Spain 
and Portugal have joined 
the group since. Austria 
submitted an application 
for membership on March 
6, 1995. Sweden and Fin- 
land do not exclude the 
possibility of joining the 
Schengen club in the long 
term, provided that the 
Scandinavian Agreement 
on the passports will be 
respected. The United 
Kingdom, Ireland and Den- 
mark. decided not to join 
the agreement. However, 
Denmark has since asked 
for observer status. The 
non-participatioa of these 
three srates does not pose 
any major problem for the 
Schengen agreement as it 
was concluded outside the 
framework of the European 
Union. Consequently, this 
agreement is pan of the 
international law and not of 


the European law. The 
agreement is. nevertheless, 
open only to member states 
of the European Union. 

The Schengen agreement 
has two kinds of objec- 
tives. First, the easing of 
the common frontier con- 
trols between the contract- 
ing parties. Since June 15. 
1985, the internal border 
controls of the Schengen 
states have no longer been 
systematic. This measure 
applies only the EU nation- 
als. Second, the Schengen 
agreement envisages the 
abolition of the internal 
border controls on all per- 
sons. whatever their origin. 
This second objective is the 
subject of the com- 
plementary convention of 
June 19, 1990. 

The complementary con- 
vention took effect on 
March 26, 1995, for all the 
contracting parties except 
for Greece and Italy due to 
the technical problems in- 
volved in the control of 
their maritime frontiers. 
The 142 articles which 
make up the convention 
advocate the principle of 
abolition of controls at the 
common frontiers and the 
transfer of these controls to 
the Schengen external fron- 
tiers. To make free move- 
ment technically possible, 
the convention set up two 
series of rules; first of all, a 
non-EU national common 
policy; then complemen- 
tary measures to make up 
for the controls removed by 


the abolition of the internal 
border controls. 

Common policy 
with respect to 
non-EU national 

The common policy 
established by the conven- 
tion with regard to non-EU 
nationals has three aspects: 
entry, movement • -and 
expulsion. 

A. Entry 

The convention establish- 
es five common conditions 
of entry for non-EU nation- 
als who wish to cross 
Schengen states’ external 
borders, the most important 
being the demand for a 
visa as established by the 
convention, if one is re- 
quired, and the demand 
for sufficient means of 
support 

With regard to the visa 
policy, the convention sets 
up a common visa that can 
be issued for a period be- 
tween one day and three 
months, depending on the 
purpose of the visit Visas 
exceeding three months are 
not covered by the conven- 
tion. That means that the 
entry into the Schengen 
territory is limited to short 
periods of stay, i.e. mainly 
for tourists. Longer period 
visas remain a matter of 
national decision. Each 
Schengen state is able to 
issue the common visa. A 
common visa code gives 
instructions on visa issue. 

A common visa policy 


also requires an agreement 
between the contracting 
parties on a joint list of 
third countries whose 
nationals must be in the 
possession of a visa when 
crossing the external bor- 
ders of the Schengen terri- 
tory. The task is complex 
as the visa policy depends 
on political and especially 
historic considerations. 
After long negotiations, the 
Schengen states agreed on 
three lists, one of countries 
which require a visa, one of 
visa-exempted countries 
and one of countries on 
which a common decision 
has not yet been taken. No 
addition or withdrawal of a 
country is possible without 
unanimous agreement of 
the contracting parties. 

B. Movement 

Non-EU nationals who 
fulfill the entry conditions 
laid down in the convention 
may move freely for up to 
three months within the 
Schengen territory. Visas 
exceeding the three-month 
period are national visas 
and do not give these 
nationals the right to move 
freely in the other Schen- 
gen states. Nevertheless, 
die convention distinguish- 
es between third country 
nationals who reside in a 
Schengen state and the 
ones who do not. A Schen- 
gen resident will no longer 
require a visa to enter any 
other Schengen state, even 
if this visa was formally re- 
quired. However, the con- 


vention does not give him 
the right to reside freely 
within another Schengen 
stale as is the case with the 
EU nations. It allows 
him/her only short-term 
periods outside the state of 
residence. 

C. Expulsion 

A non-EU national who is 
found illegally in a Schen- 
gen state can be expelled 
from the common territory. 
The convention envisages 
expulsion either to the 
country of origin or a third 
country which has signed 
with the Schengen group an 
agreement on the read- 
mission of clandestine 
immigrants. 

A readmission agreement 
was concluded between the 
states of Schengen and 
Poland on March 29, 1991. 
The agreement obliges 
Poland to readmit persons 
(Polish or other) found to 
have illegally crossed the 
Schengen-Polish border. 
Similar arrangements are 
being concluded with other 
Eastern European and 
African countries. 

Supporting measures 

As the internal border 
controls disappear, a series 
of supporting measures 
have to be set up. First of 
all. a transformation of air- 
ports and seaports, then 
measures to fight illegal 
immigration and lastly, 
measures regarding securi- 
ty and police forces. 


A. Adaptation of the 
infrastructures 

Airports and seaports 
have to be transformed to 
enable the abolition of con- 
trols for Schengen internal 
frontiers. Airports will be 
considered as external bor- 
ders for flights to or from 
third countries and internal 
borders for flights between 
Schengen states. A Jordan- 
ian. for example, who takes 
off from Amman and who 
arrives in Paris will be con- 
trolled on his arrival (exter- 
nal flight). If he then wish- 
es to fly from Paris to 
Bonn, he will no longer be 
subject to any further con- 
trols (internal flight). 

B. Fight against illegal 
immigration 

Free movement of people 
in an area without internal 
border controls requires 
mutual confidence of the 
Schengen states in the con- 
trols applied by each one at 
their external borders. Nev- 
ertheless. some crossing 
points of the external fron- 
tier. such as the Mediter- 
ranean border for example, 
could be more vulnerable 
than others. The convention 
stipulates certain provision 
to fight illegal immigration. 
Firsf of all. carriers will 
have to check if passengers 
are in possession of ade- 
quate documents when 
they enter into the Schen- 
gen area. They could be 
sanctioned in case of negli- 
gence. Sanctions are also 


meted out to employers 
using -illegal manpower. 
Lastly, hotels are required 
to obtain a declaration as 
well as an identity paper 
from the customers. 

C. Measures on security 
and on police 

The convention sets up 
the Schengen Information 
System (SIS), renamed the 
European Information Sys- 
tem (EIS) by the European 
Council of Maastricht. The 
EIS is n data-processing 
system which is made up of 
a central file (C-EIS.) lo- 
cated in Strasbourg and a 
network of national files 
(N-EIS) situated in the 
Schengen scares. The sys- 
tem allows a rapid ex- 
change of data on persons 
and objects (mainly 
weapons and narcotics) 
among the police forces 
and customs agencies of 
the Schengen states. Border 
posts will be able to use ter- 
minals which are linked 
with the EIS. The same 
information is made avail- 
able at diplomatic missions 
abroad, for issuing visas. 

The convention expressly 
guarantees that personal 
data contained in the EIS 
files will be used in a strict- 
ly limited way. To enforce 
this point, it refers several 
times to the convention on 
the protection of personal 
data of the Council of 
Europe of Jan. 18, 1981. 

The complementary con- 
vention promotes police 
cooperation. This coopera- 


tion takes various shapes, 
such as observation, cross- 
border pursuits and a com- 
mon network of radio com- 
munication in the frontier 
regions. A safety clause 
enables the Schengen states 
to temporarily restore the 
internal border controls in 
exceptional cases. The con- 
vention also emphasises 
judicial cooperation. This 
includes in particular mutu- 
al aid (implementation of 
judgements, letters of 
request, searches, seizures), 
the simplification of extra- 
dition proceedings and 
harmonisation of policies 
and legislations (weapons, 
narcotics, etc.). 

Conclusion 

The Schengen agreement 
aims to create a single mar- 
ket in which all persons, 
whatever their origin, will 
be able to move freely. 
However, they limit the 
movement of third-coun- 
try nationals in the Schen- 
gen area. Sejours exceed- 
ing three months, and 
therefore immigration poli- 
cies. remain a maner of 
national decision. The 
complementary convention 
introduces a series of pro- 
visions to compensate for 
the abolition of border con- 
trols between the Schengen 
states. These measures aim 
to reinforce external fron- 
tiers. They also emphasise 
the fight against illegal 
immigration and the 
cooperation between police 
forces. 




INSTITUTO CERVANTES 


The Cervantes Institute announces 
the start of the Spanish language courses 
for ail levels on October 1 st 1 995. 
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Registration opens on September 1 0th 1 995. 
For more information, please call Tel.: 610858 
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Authentic Italian ffuisine 

Established iqfi? 


Open -. Lunch 12:30 - 3:30 
Dinner 7:30 - 1 1 :30 
Located in Amman Financial District 
Shmeisani. Tel : 662441 / 606281 


Home Delivery 


Live Music - Free Valet Parking 
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Islam in Europe: A variety of approaches 


BETWEEN EIGHT and 15 
million Muslims live today 
in the European Union. 
Their presence is the conse- 
quence of migratory trends 
from the former colonial 
empires of Asia, Africa and 
the Caribbeans which mas- 
sively headed towards 
Western Europe in the early 
sixties. With the official cut 
down of labour immigra- 
tion in 1974 and the devel- 
opment of family grouping 
policies which went with it, 
the establishment of those 
populations for an indef- 
inite period of time became 
irreversible. But the 
demand for "visibility” of 
Islam arouses questions, 
doubts and oppositions, 
some of which violent, 
about the integration of the 
newcomers in the different 
national societies. Islam is 
no more a discreet phe- 
nomenon as it was in the 
fifties, but it became a re- 
ligion like any other whose 
followers seek full 
acknowledgement. 

The fact is that the Islam 
of the North Africans in 
France is very different 
from that of the Pakistanis 
in Great Britain, the Turks 
in Germany or the Surinam 
people in "the Netherlands. 
Those differences stem 
more from the great variety 
of cultural systems in the 
many countries the Muslim 
populations originate from 
rather than from the place 
Islam occupied in- these 
countries, since the big 
majority of Muslims in 
Europe come from coun- 
tries where Islam is either 
the state religion or the reli- 
gion of the majority. Trans- 
planted in a mainly non- 
Muslim environment, the 
migrants find themselves in 
an unprecedented situation. 
This experience of forming 
a minority will not be felt 
in the same way due to the 
cultural traditions and the 
national circumstances of 
each host society. Thence a 
double attraction con- 
tributes to the shaping of 
the condition of Muslims in 
Europe: one oriented 

towards Dar-Al-Islam and 
the country of origin and 
the other towards the speci- 
ficity of each European 
nation. 


One actually realis- 
es that in the United 
Kingdom, Germany, 

France, the Nether- 
lands and Belgium 
the relationship 
between Islam as it 
exists in the home 
country greatly influ- 
ences the representa- 
tion that their popula- 
tions have of their 
being Muslims. The 
result is that the 
organisation of the 
communities in the 
different host soci- 
eties is based more 
upon solidarities with fft 
national and ethnical 
character rather than 
upon a reference to 
the “Umma”. This 
situation is helped by 
the policies of the 
home countries of the 
migrants which are 
eager to maintain a 
link with their citi- 
zens wherever they 
are and who tend to 
impose themselves to 
the European slates 
as partners in their 
ways to dealing with 
Islam. 

But the status of 
minorities also 

depends to a big 
extent on the con- 
ceptions of the 
nations prevailing 
among the European 
states, which reflect 
not only on the way 
of acquiring the na- 
tionality or on the Young Muslims during prayers 
policies towards the Regent's Park, London 
migrants, but also on 
the status granted to reli- 
gions in the public space. 



For example. Germany 
considers the immigrants as 
“gastarbeiter," or “guest 
workers," who came tem- 
porarily within the frame- 
work of labour migration, 
and for them German citi- 
zenship is very difficult to 
get. The result has been the 
self-organisation of Islam 
within structures narrowly 
linked with the countries of 
origin. France has a 
fundamentally different 
approach: according to the 
“right of the earth” (or “jus . 
solis” in Latin — as 
opposed to “jus sanguinis” 
or the right of the blood) 
doctrine, the children of the 


migrants are bound to 
become nationals, and 
thereafter citizens. 

In the Netherlands and in 
Great Britain, the political 
tradition is to respect the 
characterstic identities of 
peoples and to acknowl- 
edge the existence of the 
communities in the public 
space. This is not the case 
in France where a concept 
of a nation founded on the 
allegiance of the citizen- 
individual prevails. And 
then comes the extreme 
variety of status granted to 
religions in the different 
European states. even 
though the principle of sep- 
aration of the church and 
state and the freedom of 
faith are common to all. 


at the Central Mosque in 


French secularism is 
opposed to the German 
concept in which religions 
are taken into account by 
the law, whereas in Eng- 
land. where the Queen is 
the Chief of the Anglican 
Church. Islam is taught in 
schools. 

Nowadays, each of the 
European states has to face 
a new situation which is (he 
institutionalisation of Islam 
in the framework of the 
existing legislations. Sever- 
al initiatives have been 
taken in this direction, with 
the foundation of institu- 
tions meant to settle ques- 
tions regarding the con- 
struction of mosques, the 
status of imams or halal 
meat. 


From Messina, Europe looks towards future 


A EUROPE with “institu- 
tions that may allow it to 
become stronger, more 
democratic, and more effec- 
tive.” The great objectives 
of the Treaty of Maastricht 
were clearly indicated in 
Messina “Solemn Declara- 
tion” of June 2, 1995, dur- 
ing the 40th anniversary of 
the conference which had 
paved the way towards 
European integration. 

The Messina "rendez- 
vous", which was from the 

very be ginnin g considered 
by the Italian government as 
something more than just a 
celebration, has become the 
starting point of a new era in 
our endeavours to build the 
European Union. This was 
due first to the fact that 15 
ministers for foreign affairs, 
meeting in Messina, togeth- 
er with the president of the 
European Parliament and 
the president of the Euro- 
pean Commission, were able 
to define, for the first time, 
the main issues to be dealt 
with while re-examining the 
Treaty of Maastricht and 
also because during the 
same occasion a “Study 
Group” of selected “wise 
men" was created, with the 
duty of preparing for the 
inter-governmental confer- 
ence which will adopt the 
modifications to the treaty, 
necessary for overcoming 
the many challenges which 
the European Union will 
have to face. 

The Union must be able to 
fully carry out its role In the 
world, while upholding the 
values which inspire iL It 
must also give major impor- 
tance to its own historical, 
political and moral identity 
as well as the richness of its 
many cultures and to the 
respect of the rights of the 
citizens. This was written in 
the declaration signed by 
French Foreign Minister 
Herv6 de Charette. president 
in office of the Council of 
Ministers, by the president 
of the European Parliament, 
Klaus Haensch and by the 
president of the European 
Commission, Jacques San- 
ter. 

On the whole, the meeting 
which took place in_Messina 
was a new important phase 
in the process which had 
started on March 25, 1957, 


with the signing of the 
Treaty of Rome, following 
the meeting which had taken 
place two years earlier in 
Messina itself between the 
foreign ministers of Italy. 
France, Germany, Belgium, 
Holland aDd Luxembourg. 
During the occasion, the 
representatives of the six- 
member states of the Euro- 
pean Coal and Steel Com- 
munity agreed upon 
“relaunching" Europe after 
the setback caused by the 
failure of the Community 
for European Defence. 
Moreover, they underlined 
the need to “continue the 
process of creation of a unit- 
ed Europe, through the de- 
velopment of joint insti- 
tutions. the progressive 
fusion of national 
economies, the creation of a 
common market and pro- 
gressive harmonisation of 
national policies.” 

These were clear words, of 
great importance for the 
future, as indicated by the 
president of the Italian 
Republic, Oscar Luigi Scal- 
faro, in a message addressed 
to the European leaders at- 
tending the meeting which 
took place in Messina. “If 
the many deadlines which 
the European Union will 
have to respect will be faced 
with the courage and the far- 
sightedness of those who 
attended the 1955 Messina 
meeting, and of those who 
continued along their steps 
with (he same spirit and 
ideals, the great adventure of 
European unification will be 
able to continuously boost 
new achievements." Presi- 
dent Scalfaro underlined the 
need to achieve "further 
improvements so as to 
ensure that European in- 
tegration will become "more 
effective both at national 
and international levels.” 
President Scalfaro added 
that “citizens of member 
states must become fully 
aware of the fact that they 
are part of a unique commu- 
nity. founded on the aspect 
of those values which have 
nurtured our civilisation." 

Italian foreign minister, 
Susanna Agnelli, similarly 
expressed her conviction 
that the Eurdppn Union 
must be conceived as "a 
political and intellectual 


adventure, an idea capable 
of mobilising women and 
men in our countries and 
who intend to commit them- 
selves to a future charac- 
terised by freedom, tol- 
erance and fulfillment of 
one’s own aspirations, while 
firmly rejecting national 
divisions." Foreign Minister 
Agnelli expressed hope that 
"our dreams of today may 
become reality before an- 
other 40 years have 
elapsed.” 

It is from Messina that 
Europe ideally started work- 
ing again in order to modify 
itself, in order to become 
more “transparent." more 
respectful of its citizens, so 
as to be able to enlarge with- 
out loosing its char- 
acteristics. and to bring 
about increasingly effective 
common foreign and securi- 
ty policies. The challenges 
that await Europe are 
indeed many, in view of the 
i n ter-govemmental con Ter- 
ence for the revision of the 
Treaty of Maastricht which 
is scheduled for the first half 
of 1996. during the Italian 
semester of presidency of 
the European Union. The 
first of such challenges is 
represented by the states 
wishing to join the commu- 
nity. in the solemn Declara- 
tion of Messina one can 
read that the process of revi- 
sion of the Treaty of Euro- 
pean Union “must give 
answers to the aspirations of 
European peoples and lead 
to the extension of the Euro- 
pean Union." 

The extensions of mem-’ 
bership to central European 
countries, to Malta and to 
Cyprus is unanimously 
defined as “an imperative" 
which must be handled in an 
effective and successful 
way. Thus, the modification 
of institutions becomes even 
more necessary so as to 
avoid that a more extensive 
union .might loose the 
characteristics which made 
it a successful model, while 
witnessing the coexistence 
of the “richness of diversity 
and depth of integration." to 
use the words of the Italian 
minister for foreign affairs. 

The issues related to 
“institutional reforms” 
(especially the adoption of 
the majority vote, a proposal 


strongly backed by Italy, as 
well as by oher countries j 
might give way to the "dit- 
ferent sensibilities”, the 
existence of which was not 
denied by the president of 
the “Study Group”. Curios 
Westendorp. personal repre- 
sentative of the Spanish for- 
eign minister, at the end of 
the first meeting of the IS 
“wise men" in charge of 
preparing the agenda of the 
inter-governmental confer- 
ence. "Consensus is impor- 
tant." Mr. Westendorp said, 
yet “it is even more impor- 
tant to clearly define all the 
options possible." The Ital- 
ian representative of the 
"Study Group." Silvio Fagi- 
olo. added: "There will be 
less abstract and ideological 
debates if compared to the 
phase which led to the stipu- 
lation of the Treaty of Maas- 
tricht. However. I do not be- 
lieve that the challenges w ill 
be any less." 

The international presence 
of the European Union is the 
other important issue to be 
discussed by the 15 partici- 
pants. Such an issue must 
not be momentarily set 
aside. while urgent 
international issues seem to 
undermine the importance 
of a Europe speaking with 
one voice and acting united- 
ly so as to contribute to 
peace and security. 

“The European Union 
must have an international 
identity based on a coherent 
foreign policy,” Mrs. Agnel- 
li said while adding that 
European foreign policy is 
at the moment "partly 
incomplete and over-ambi- 
tious." 

During the inter-gov- 
ernmental conference. Italy 
will support the institution 
of a Secretariat General, a 
permanent body with the 
duty of analysing, elaborat- 
ing, proposing and imple- 
menting the decisions of the 
Council of Ministers: a 
“Supraministry” for a 
Europe which must nec- 
essarily proceed in an order- 
ly and systematic way. 
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The Biggest Representative Of 

French Companies 

And. Brands In Jordan 
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ALITALIA 
flies 4 Limes a week lo 

ROME 
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07.30 * 
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12.10 
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Tuc 

09.20 
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Thu 
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Sat 

10.10 

15.10 


/Ilitalia 


Please contacl your Travel Agent or our offices at 
ALITALIA 

Ticketing / Reservation office 
Jabal El-Hussein / Karim Center Bldg. 

Tel.: 625203 - 636038 
Amman - Jordan 
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Jordan Times 

Euro-Mediterranean 

partnership 

1. THE MEDITERRANEAN is strategically impor- 
tant to the European Union and to the countries 
belonging to the Mediterranean basin.Thus one of the 
priorities of the countries of the region should be to 
consolidate peace and stability. This challenging task 
would involve, among others: 

— supporting political reform and defending 
human rights and freedom of expression; 

— promoting economic and social reform in such a 
way as to produce sustained growth (to create jobs) 
and an increase in standards of living. 

At the time when this long-term objective (year 
2010) will be achieved, all the Mediterranean coun- 
tries and the Med-European countries would benefit 
from an improvement in the region's stability and 
prosperity and this would greatly increase the op- 
portunity for trade and investment and provide a 
stronger foundation for political and economic coop- 
eration. 

But time is essential not only for political reasons, 
but also for economic and social reasons. It is conse- 
quently very much in the Mediterranean community’s 
interest to establish a new partnership to move beyond 
the scope of activities bolstered by the New Mediter- 
ranean Policy (1992-1996), important though they are. 

2. In order to achieve these ambitious objectives, 
the European Union is proposing three closely con- 
nected priorities for action: 

— assistance during the economic transition; 

— assistance for achieving a better socio-economic 
balance; 

— backing for regional integration. 

(i) the transition from protectionism to free-trade 
will be facilitated by establishing a Euro-Med free- 
trade zone within 12 years, supporting the private sec- 
tor, increasing direct foreign investment and joint 
ventures, reh^ilitating/aeating economic and social 
infrastructures; 

(ii) the second objective, namely to ensure a better 
socio-economic balance through the development of 
human resources, would be addressed by improving 
social services, including education, through alleviat- 
ing poverty, strengthening the civil society, and the 
environment protection. 

As an example, the following fields could benefit 
from this support: 

— improving social services, particularly in towns; 

— promoting harmonious ana integrated rural 
development: 

— greater cooperation in fisheries; 

— protection of the environment; 

— contribution of the civil society to development; 

— integrated development of human resources 
(particularly education and vocational train 
ing); 

— consolidation of democracy and respect for 
human rights (an essential component of the commu- 
nity s relations with the countries in 

question); 

— support for cultural exchanges; 

— cooperation and technical assistance in order to 
reduce illegal immigration, drug trafficking as 

well as terrorism and international crime. 

(iii) the third objective, support to regional inte- 
gration, will be approached in several ways including: 

— encouraging Mediterranean countries that have 
concluded association agreements with the EU 

and to negotiate similar agreements among them- 
selves; 

— applying, when possible, cumulative rules of ori- 
gin to trade among the Mediterranean countries 

and between them and the EU; 

— supporting sub-regional groupings; 

— helping to finance regional infrastructures, 
including priorities established in the context 

of the Middle East peace process. 

The European Union would consider supporting this 
regional process by providing encouragement and 
assistance, as appropriate, for the creation of regional 
cooperation structures; EIB loans and budget re- 
sources could be drawn upon to finance the economic 
infrastructure that is essential if regional trade is to be 
speeded up, especially in the field of transport, 
communication and energy. 

The same instruments, namely budget resources and 
EIB loans, could be used in order to achieve the objec- 
tives outlined above, in such a way as to ensure opti- 
mum consistency. 

3. From the operational perspective, it is worth 
recalling the various bilateral negotiations between 
the EU^and Mediterranean states from Mashreq and 
Maghreb which have already started and which have 
been finalised (Tunisia, Israel ). 

Jordan has recently (July 18.) started the official 
negotiation rounds with the EU representatives in 
Brussels. 

Several technical missions will visit Jordan shortly, 
and will discuss with their Jordanian counterparts, 
among other issues, industrial standards and quality 
control, agricultural processed products, rules of ori- 
gin and intellectual property, with the objective of 
upgrading Jordan’s production sector's competitive- 
ness witin a reasonable rime framework (5 to 12 years, 
depending on the sectors), while mitigating the nega- 
tive social impact of this major endeavour which 
should project Jordan into the 21st century with a 
befitting economy. 

Parallel with these bilateral talks, multilateral dis- 
cussions between the 15 EU member states and the 
southern Mediterranean countries will continue, and 
conferences, such as the one in Barcelona scheduled 
for late November 1995, should provide a comprehen- 
sive framework to all the parties concerned, and cover 
economic and financial aspects as well as political 
cooperation in various fields, from security to social 
exchanges. 

This multilateral element will also constitute the 
necessary- link between the global objectives pursued 
by the different parties to reach stability and prosperi- 
ty for all the members of the partnership. It will conse- 
quently reinforce the regional element of cooperation 
in the Mediterranean basin, a must for facing the chal- 
lenges of the 21st century. 


Yves Gazzo 
Head of Delegation 
of the European Commission 
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The Arab World Institute builds bridges of understanding 


THE ARAB World Institute 
(AWI) project took a num- 
ber of years to materialise. 
However, in December 
1987 it became a reality. 
Paris now has an institute 
devoted to the furtherance 
of the Arab culture. 

At the very end of the 
Boulevard Saint-Germain, 
in Paris’ Latin Quarter, rises 
the Institut du Monde 
Arabe, marking the transi- 
tion from one urban land- 
scape. ancient and dense, to 
another, less compact and 
more recent. The western 
tip - the first to be noticed 
when one comes from the 
boulevard - houses the 
“library tower," designed 
in such a way as to enable 
the works available on the 
shelves to be seen from the 
outside through the trans- 
parent facade. The elegant- 
ly curved northern facade 
reflects the changing har- 
monies of the Seine and the 
buildings facing it on lie 
Saint Louis. On the south- 
ern side, overlooking the 
Faculty of Sciences, the 
architect imagined a varia- 
tion on the theme of the 
Arab Moucharabied (a bal- 
cony of sorts closed in with 
grating). A photoelectric 
cell which opens and closes 
diaphragms doses the light 
according to its variations. 
The nine-storey edifice, 
made of glass and metal, 
houses a total of 26,900 
square metres, and is the 
work of Jean NouveL Pierre 
Soria. Gilbert Lezenes and 
the Architecture Studio. 
They were selected fol- 
lowing a competition in 
December 1981. 

The necessity of an insti- 
tution such as this one how- 
ever became apparent 
immediately following 
World War II. General De 
Gaulle was one of the first 
to envisage it. But it wasn’t 
until Oct. 27, 1974, that 
Jacques Chirac's gov- 
ernment approved its cre- 
ation. And six more years 
passed before the act autho- 
rising its building was 
signed by France and the 
twenty ambassadors of the 
Arab countries who accept- 
ed to participate in the pro- 
ject (since then. Egypt and 
Libya have also joined the 
organisation). Placed under 
the authority of a high 
council, composed of repre- 
sentatives of all the member 
states and a board of direc- 
tors, the AWI began its 
work. Its goal is “to devel- 
op knowledge of the Arab 
World, to animate in-depth 
research into its language 
and its cultural and spiritual 
values, and to enhance 
exchanges and cooperation, 
particularly in the areas of 
science and technology. 


between France and the 
Arab World, thereby con- 
tributing to the develop- 
ment of relations between 
the Arab World and 
Europe." 

An initial project stipu- 
lated a location in the 15th 
arrondissement. Following 
difficult transactions, it was 
decided that the land would 
be utilised for sports ac- 
tivities. The city granted a 
99-year lease on the bank of 
Seine for the construction 
of the building. Financing 
was provided in equal pro- 
portion by France, on the 
one hand, and the Arab 
countries, on the other. 

The institute comprises 
various organisations, first 
of all a museum. A loan by 
the Louvre of a major por- 
tion of its Arab-Islarnic 
treasures constitutes the 
basis of its collections 
which are exhibited on five 
levels. Contemporary art, 
beginning in the ‘50s is also 
on display. 

There is also a library 
comprising 40,000 volumes 
which can be consulted 
freely and 800 periodicals 
in Arabic. All the works 
which have appeared since 
1980 on and in Arab coun- 
tries are available. Room 
was also found in the AWI 
for a documentation centre, 
a current events room, and 
a restaurant. 

After almost eight years 
of operations an average of 
400,000 visitors come to 
the institute every year. The 
fame of its principal archi- 
tect is fortunate for the 
institute. The contribution 
on the part of the Arab 
countries is more particu- 
larly devoted to operations 
of prestige and major 
exhibits. France provides 
the day to day activities and 
the Arab countries the spe- 
cial features. Henceforth 
participation is in propor- 
tions of 60% for France 
and 40% for the Arab coun- 
tries. Edgar Pisani, its pre- 
sent chairman, is seeking to 
lend new impetus to the 
institute. He has placed the 
stress on communications, 
internal and external, with 
the help of the media. He is 
increasing the number of 
events which put the in- 
stitute in the forefront and 
encourage Parisians to go to 
the Quai Saint Bernard. The 
AWI is a young institution 
which is particularly attrac- 
tive to specialists and schol- 
ars. The challenge today is 
worthwhile: that of at- 

tracting the larger public 
and of playing an active 
role in furthering the pub- 
lic’s knowledge of the 
countries surrounding the 
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The southern facade of the Arab World Institute with Jordanian artist Mona Saudi's sculpture in the middle 


Mediterranean and in the 
Near East. 

The complex stairways 
and windows of the Arab 
World Institute 


The Arab World Institute 
seen from the Right bank, 
with the Sully Bridge in the 
foreground 

The opening and closing 


of the diaphragms is regu- 
lated by a photoelectric cell 
specially designed by 
CGEE-Alsthom. 

One feature of the Arab 


World Institute is its mu- 
seum, housed on five floors 
and spanning the period 
from the 7th to the 19th 
eenturv. 
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Air FrahBNk a^ l aurelled new services &gg|pduc?ts f|r 
the families und3l& name "Planete $ 

A polic>Ohjrfwl give clnJ^S^^Jnts to 12 years) mdre 
attenti^^^ervices, o^jprbund & in&ht, in order to enjoy 
theirjetp. These servicBsinclude: Comfort, health, figsfeble 
ft^STamusement & games. Jf 
J^Planete Bleue” entertai|s the children the flight 

|ggre pleasent for the parens. ' 
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Fly Plan&te B%ie, & tfie children 
will fi| happf ... 
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Jordan and Germany 


40 years of friendship 



THE FIRST Gentian 
representation in Jordan 
was established on Nov. 
17. 1953. in the form of a 
branch office at the Ger- 
man embassy in Baghdad. 
On Oct. 25. 1959, this 
office was upgraded to an 
embassy. Between May 1 3, 
1965, and February 26, 
1967, diplomatic relations 
between the two countries 
were interrupted. On Feb- 
ruary 27, 1967. the Ger- 
man embassy in Amman 
reopened and the relations 
between the two countries 
have ever since developed 
in a very positive and mu- 
tually fruitful manner. 

State visits 

Chancellor Helmut Kohl 
paid two official visits to 
Jordan in October 19S3 
and in June 1995. The first 
state visit of President 
Richard von Weizsacker 
outside Europe was paid to 
Jordan in February 19S5. 
Their Majesties King Hus- 
sein and Queen Noor were 
hosted many times by the 
German leaders over the 
past years. Their last offi- 
cial visit to Germany was 
in August 1994. 

In 1991 Federal Foreign 
Minister Hans Dietrich 
Genscher. Federal Minister 
for Economic Cooperation 
and Development Carl- 
Dieter Spranger and Feder- 
al Minister for Family 
Affairs Hannelore Ronsch 
visited Amman. Federal 
Minister of Education Dr. 
Rainer Ortleb and Federal 
Foreign Minister Klaus 
Kinkei came to Jordan in 
1993 and 1994. The Feder- 
al Minister for Labour and 
Social Affairs Dr. Norbert 
Blum visited Jordan in 
1994. Dr Johannes Rau. 
president of the German 
Upper House ( ‘Bundesrat' ) 
and prime minister of the 
State of North Rhine West- 
phalia paid an official visit 
to Jordan in March 1995. A 
second visit of the Federal 
Minister for Cooperation 
and Development Carl- 


Dieter Spranger was 
scheduled for the end of 
August 1995. 

Excellent relations be- 
tween Germany and Jordan 
are also reflected by quite a 
number of visits of parlia- 
mentary delegations in 
both directions. 

Economic relations 

The Federal Republic of 
Germany is the third largest 
trade partner of Jordan. 
German exports to Jordan 
reached DM477 million in 
1994, i.e. 7.8 per cent of 
the total Jordanian imports. 
On the other hand, the Jor- 
danian exports to Germany 
increased in 1 994 by 1 8 per 
cent up to a total of 
DM14.2 million. Indicating 
the growing German com- 
mercial interest in Jordan, 
the BfAI (Federal Office 
for Information on Econo- 
my) appointed a resident 
representative in Amman in 
April 1995. 

Within the financial 
cooperation between Ger- 
many and Jordan, the King- 
dom received so far loans 
in the amount of DM1.343 
billion. This includes the 
special support to alleviate 
the economic damages suf- 
fered by Jordan as a result 
of the Gulf conflict, 
amounting to 330 million 
in grants and DM32 milLion 
in soft loans. 

The German financial 
development aid to Jordan 
is concentrated on the water 
sector. Several projects in 
this field, such as water 
supply for Greater Amman, 
sewage system in Irbid. and 
the sewage canal Amraan- 
AI Samra. are currently 
under implementation. 

Furthermore, small- and 
medium-sized Jordanian 
industries are financed by 
loans granted by the Ger- 
man Development Bank 
(KfW) . New agreements 
concerning this project, 
together with an agreement 
concerning the structural 
adjustment programme for 
the agricultural sector 


amounting to DM30 mil- 
lion, were recently signed 
in Amman. 

Germany also plays a 
leading role in the field of 
technical cooperation with 
Jordan. Almost DM456 
million have been granted 
until now. The annual Ger- 
man contribution under this 
programme ranges between 
DM12 and DM15 million. 
At present, 20 projects are 
carried out in several 
fields, mainly in the water, 
agriculture, health care and 
veterinary medicine sec- 
tors. More than 20 short- 
and long-term experts are 
assigned to Jordan to pro- 
mote these projects. 

Over and above, equip- 
ment and material worth 
DM20 million were re- 
ceived by the police and 
civil defence departments 
under a special agreement 
concluded with the Federal 
Ministry of Interior. 

Germany has contributed 
substantial food aid to Jor- 
dan bilaterally and via the 
Ell aid to UNRWA. 

In conclusion, it may be 
mentioned that Jordan is 
among those countries 
which receive the highest 
German per capita aid. 

Cultural relations 

The cultural relations are 
regulated by the Cultural 
Agreement which was con- 
cluded in 1979. 

An important part of the 
cultural cooperation is the 
scholarship programme of 
the German Academic 
Exchange Service 

(DAAD). A large number 
of scholarships for ad- 
vanced studies is granted 
annually: In 1995. eight 
post-graduate scholarships 
were awarded and 18 post- 
graduate scholarships were 
extended, in addition to 13 
short-term scholarships 

for scientists and nine 
intensive language courses 
for students. For the first 
time, the DAAD sponsored 
the studies of sLx Palestin- 
ian students at Jordanian 


universities. At present. 26 
Jordanians are studying in 
Germany on scholarships 
of DAAD. 

With the financial sup- 
port of DAAD. 16 German 
professors visited Jordan- 
ian universities in 1995 
whilst eight Jordanian pro- 
fessors gave lectures at 
German universities. Fur- 
thermore, DAAD is fi- 
nancing two German lec- 
turers at the University of 
Jordan in Amman and at 
Yarmouk University in 
Irbid respectively. 

Another German insti- 
tution active in the field of 
research and scholarships 
is the Alexander-von- 
Humboldt-Foundation. It 
granted one scholarship in 
1994 and is financing at 
present four Jordanian sci- 
entists who work at Ger- 
man universities. The 
Alexander-von-Humboldt- 
Foundation donated elec- 
tronic laboratory equip- 
ment worth DM53,000 to 
the Mu’ta University in 
Karak. 

The German Research 
Foundation (DFG) made 
several book donations for 
the University of Jordan 
and the Yarmouk Universi- 
ty 

The Goethe Institute in 
Amman is very active and 
organises exhibitions. 
films and concerts, in addi- 
tion to its very successful 
language programme. 

Several German founda- 
tions such as Konrad- Ade- 
nauer-Stiftung. Friedrich- 
Ebert-Stiftung and Fried- 
rich-Naumann-Stiftung are 
cooperating with Jordanian 
organisations and institu- 
tions in political, environ- 
mental and social fields. 

Last but not least ar- 
chaeology represents 
another field where Ger- 
many has been tradi- 
tionally very supportive, 
particularly in Urara Qais 
(excavations) and Petra 
(stone conservation). Ger- 
man archaeologists are 
regularly supported by the 
Federal budget. 




WORLD MARKET KOLN MESSE 
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THE GERMAN INDUSTRIAL PRODUCT & 
TECHNOLOGY FAIR AMMAN r 96 
(29.5 - 9.6.1996 ) AMMAN — JORDAN 


HIGH LIGHTS THE INCARNATION OF 
THE FRUITFUL COOPERATION AND 
THE ECONOMICAL B I LITERAL 

RELATIONS BETWEEN JORDAN AND 
GERMANY. 


COLOGNE IS THE TOP EXHIBITION 
CENTRE WORLDWIDE FOR OVER 25 
BRANCHES AND SECTORS OF THE 
ECONOMY. 
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The GERMAN INDUSTRIAL PRODUCT & TECHNOLOGY FAIR will take place in 
Amman-Jordanjrom 29th May to 9th June 1996, at Marj Al-Hamam Fairgrounds, which 
organized by KOLN MESSE-Germany and AL-Mohanned Trading & Development Corp v the 
sole agents of Koln Messe in Jordan. This fair will cover over than 17 sectors of economy 
activities as: construction, building material and machinery, engineering consultants and 
contractors for roads, harbours, airports, dams & buildings, power stations & electricity in- 
stallations, recycling & environment technology. Industrial machinery for pharmaceutical, 
medical, chemical and foodstuff industries, packaging machinery, material & equipments, 
besides water & irrigation technology, communication & teiecommunlcatlons^hospltal sup- 
plies & equipments, automobiles & automobile products, furniture manufacturing materials 
& equipments, electrical & electronic household products, aviation, fire Ilghtii-g systems, 
beverages, equipments, machinery, raw materials for manufacturing soft drinks (Coca 
cola, pepsl Cola., etc.), oil industry besides several products and services. 

The welf-known german manufacturers will introduce themselves at the fair and offer 
their Partnership as well as their products & services. It is an important event for all busi- 
nessmen, government principals, exporters and importers to meet in the same time and 
from different countries like: Jordan, Saudi Arabia, Iraq, U.A.E., Oman, Qatar, Bahrain, 
Yemen, Syria, Lebanon, Egypt, Palestine, Israel, Iran ... etc., under one place for doing 
fruitful business. 

Koln Messe-Germany Is the-top exhibition Centre worldwide for over 25 branches and 
sectors of the economy. The Cologne International Trade Fairs and Exhibitions Corpora- 
tion stages 40 specialized trade fairs and exhibitions on a regular basis for major sectors 
of industy and arranges trade fair participations and export exhibitions both In Germany 
and abroad. The scheduled fairs staged in Cologne at different intervais-most of which are 
only open to businessmen visistors,regularly bring together almost 36,000 exhibitor and 
2,100,000 million buyers and visitors from 165 countries around the world. The 40 special- 
ized trade fairs and exhibitions in Cologne occupy a total of 3,2 million square metres of 
covered exhibition space. Up to 90% of world export production is represented at these 
fairs and, on a verage, half of the exhibitors and a third of ail visitors come from abroad. 
So, Cologne's importance as a centre for the exchange of products, ideas, know-how, and 
information extends worldwide 9 especially to threshhold & developing countries, which 
are regularly represented as exhibitors in Cologne, as well as the former East European 
State trading countries, which are also among Cologne's regular exhibitors. Koln Messe 
provides exactly the right concepts for entire markets. A successful trade fair policy re- 
quires close cooperation with all sectors of the industry or industries involved and a de- 
tailed knowledge of their specific needs and requirements worldwide. Koln Messe's exten- 
sive and future-oriented worldwide marketing activities geared towards making its events 
truly international provide an ideal basis for multilateral business.The world, the market 
and Cologne are simply in-separable. Koln Messe's business is boosting the business of 
exhibitors and buyers. Koln Messe is a great address for world Trademarks of success. 


Dress embroidered by Francois Lesage 


A panorama of French haute couture 


FASHION DESIGN in 
France is the privilege of a 
few grands couturiers and 
about five dozen designers 
of international repute. 
This Parisian luxury craft 
also leads to numerous 
related activities. 

Us soni 22. Pas un de pJus 
dans le club ires ferine de la 
Haute Couture parisienne. 

Les noms de cette aristo- 
cratic de la mode: Balmain. 
Pierre Cardin. Carven. 
Chanel. Christian Dior. 
Emmanuel Ungaro, 

Givenchy, Gres. Guy 
Laroche, Hanae Mori. Jean- 
Louis Scherrer, Lanvin. 
Lecoanet-Heraaut. Louis 
Feraud, Nina Ricci, Paco 
Rabanne, Per Spook, 
Philippe Venet, Ted 
Lapidus. Torrente, et, 
dernier en date, Christian 
Lacroix sans oublier, bien 
sur. Yves Saint-Laurent, “le 
grand.” 

Etre admis - et rester - 
membre de la trfes selective 
Chambrc syndicale de la 
couture parisienne exige de 
respecter piusieurs condi- 
tions: employer au mini- 
mum 20 personnes dans ses 
propres ateliers: faire defU- 
er devant la presse a Paris 
chaque saison, c’est-h-dire 
deux fois par an une collec- 
tion (printemps-ete. 

automne-hiver) d’au meins 
75 modeles originaux sur 
trois mannequins vivants; 
presenter cette meme col- 
lection au minimum 45 fois 
par an a la clientele privfie 
dans les propres salons de 
la maison de couture. Des 


maisons dont le siege se 
situe d’ailleurs dans une 
prestigieuse partie du 8ftme 
arrondissement de Paris, 
proche des Champs- 
Elysees, appelee le Triangle 
d'or. 

La creation obeit a des 
rites, itnmuables. Le cou- 
turier ebauche la “iigne" de 
sa collection au bout de son 
crayon... ou de ses doigts si. 
comme Madame Gres, ii 
drape ses mannequins. Ces 
esquisses retravaillees sont 
interprets dans UDe toile 
dcrue. Essaye. transform^, 
recti fie au millimetre pres 
pour un torab£ parfait. Ie 
prototype devient un patron 
coupe dans le tissu choisi 
par le create ur. Sa realisa- 
tion en est confine aux 
ouvri&res hautement quali- 
fies des ateliers maison. 

Pr£sentes lors des defiles, 
filmes, photographies, ces 
modules exclusifs sont 
achetes soil par qelques- 
unes des trois mille clienres 
privies existant dans le 
monde pour la haute (et tr£s 
chfcre) couture, soit par des 
acheteurs etrangers 

autorisds k les reproduire & 
queiques exemplaires, dans 
des conditions comrolees. 

Ainsi la Haute Couture 
constitue-t-elle un labora- 
toire de recherche excep- 
tionnel. comme les proto- 
types de formule Un pour 
I'industrie automobile: 

invention de coupes auda- 
cieuses, creation de textiles 
Stonnants (Pierre Cardin a 
lancd le nylon cloqud. le 
vinyl), aux motifs inedits. 


Star de la mallle 

Les couturiers font aussi 
vivre. surtoui a Paris, un 
artisanal de luxe unique dont 
les divers metiers - brodeurs. 
passementiers, fabricants de 
fieurs ou de boutons - sont 
regroups sous Tappeilation 
de paruriers. 

Cotoyanr cette elite, une 
soixantaine de “cr$3leurs de 
mode" produisent un pret-h- 
porter de qualite. en petites 
series, a parti r de modules 
dessines par eux. Et qui 
subiront aussi les feux des 
projecteurs lors des grandes 
messes des defiles suivis 
deux fois par an par des mil- 
liers d - acheteurs. surtoui 
etrangers. de joumalistes et 
de photographes. Defiles qui 
ont lieu depuis pkisieurs 
annees dans la Cour Carrie 
du Louvre. 

Queiques noms: Angelo 
Tarlazzi, Azzedine AlaTa - 
specialiste du moulant 
"stretch" - Cerruti. Chantal 
Thomass. Dorothee Bis, 
Emmanuelle Kahn, Jean- 
Paul Gaultier - 1’as des 
d^toumements insolems -. 
Sonia Rykiel - star de la 
maille -. les japonais Kenzo 
et Issey Miyakd. La frontiere 
avee la Haute Couture n'est 
d’ailleurs pas si eranche. 
puisque deux d'entre eux - 
Karl Lagerfeld et Claude 
Montana - congoivent aussi 
les modules de Chanel pour 
Ie premier et Lanvin pour le 
second. 

Si les diktat de jadis sur la 
longueur des jupes ou le 
choix des couleurs font 
aujourd hui sourire (on ne 
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parle plus que dc "ten- 
dance”) les couturiers lun- 
eent des idees qui pu^eront 
dans la vie quotidienne. dans 
”ia rue” comme on du: les 
premiers eollanis noir*. les 
"bodies”, la robe-chasuble 
etaient des inventions de 
Cardin! Et les industriels de 
1’habi llement s’en iuspirent 
pour produire en masse. 

Contrepanie d’une quality 
irreprochable. les touts de 
production: 150 a 1.000 
heures pour realiser. en 
grande panic a la main, un 
mcdele Haute Couture qui 
sera vendu enire 50.000 et 
500.000 F. Aussi. peu de 
maisons de couture s'autofi- 
nancent-elles. a (’exception 
d’Yves Saim-L3urent. La 
plupan appartiennent a des 
groupes financiers puissants, 
frangais ou etrangers. aux 
activities multiples. Bernard 
Amault-Associes g&re Dior 
et Lacroix, le groupe LVMH 
( Louis Vuitton-Moet-Hen- 
nessy) Givenchy. Le japon- 
ais Seibu associe a Hermes 
comrole Jean=Louis Scher- — 
rer. 

Les couturiers ont aussi 
de’veloppe des Iigne* de pret 
a porter moins co tire uses 1 
fabriquer et vendues dans' 
leurs nombrcuses boutiques 
ou les "comers" de grands 
niagasins. 

Mais. e’est surtoui en 
exploitant leur nom par le 
biais des "licences" que les 
createurs s'en sont 111 finan- 
ci&rement. Hs autorisent des 
enlreprises a produire et 1 
vendre. sous leur comrole. 
des articles porram leur mar- 
que. leur "griffe". moyen- 
nant des royalties qui 
atteignenr 5f7- b 7**- du bene- 
fice du fubriquant. Cela dans 
tous les domaines. par* 
fumerie. bijouterie fanlaisie. 
lingerie. Iunetterie... Au hit- 
parade de ce sysieme. Piefte 
Cardin detient de loin la 
palme. avec plus de S40 
licences (Dior en a 200) 
dans 101 pays. Licences qui 
vont du parfum aux eollanis 
en passant par les stylos, les 
lavabos et les restaurants. 
Une diversification qui 
s’£loigne beaucoup du chif- 
fon dc luxe. Mais sans 
laquellc la Haute Couture ne 
survivraii peut-etre pas. 

Claire Thierry 
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A centenary, to be celebrated 


The discovery of the mosaic 



of Madaba 



Mosaic map of Madaba 


THE MOSAIC map of the 
Biblical Lands unearthed 
in 1896 in Madaba has a 
special place amongst the 
artisric and cultural trea- 
sures left in the care and 
protection of the people and 
government of Jordan. 

To quote His Royal High- 
ness Crown Prince Hasson 
Bin Talal: "This is a 

description of Jordan as the 
place where the mandates 
of heaven, history and ge- 
ography meet.... The people 
of Jordan are the product 
of these interactions over 
the ages... A clear example 
of this is the way in winch 
the Islamic civilisation has 
interacted and benefited in 
a spirit of tolerance from 
other world civilisation and 
has in rum contributed to 
the progress of humanity. 

The diary of Ulrich Seet- 
zen’s voyage in IS07 drew 
European scholars' atten- 
tion. The sober correspon- 
dence of Ludwih Burck- 
hardt on his fantastic trip to 
Petra in 1812 brought 
dreams to all world lovers 
of antiquities and made 
them turn their eyes 
towards this comer of the 
Near East on the eastern 
shores of the River Jordan. 

The discovery in a sixth 
century church, and the 
ensuing publication, of the 
mosaic map of the biblical 
lands in 1896-7, brought 
Madaba, at the time a small 
dusty village on the plateau 
of Moab lo the south of 
Amman, to international 
fame; a hundred-year-old 
event which has not yet ex- 
hausted either the interest in 
it or its historic-geographic 
potential. 

The map is a true geo- 
graphic map of Palestine, 
Jordan, Sinai and the Nile. 
All other maps which have 
survived from antiquity can 
only be classified as sketch- 
es by comparison. The map 
was first discovered and 
valued not by professional, 
scholars but by the masons 
and workers who in 1896 
were building the new 
Greek-Orthodox church on 
the ruins of a Byzantine 
church in the northern pan 
of Madaba. 

It was only Abuna Kleo- 
fas Kikilides who realised 
the true significance, for the 
history of the region, that 
the map had while visiting 
Madaba in December 1S96. 
A Franciscan friar of ltal- 
ian-Croatian origin bom in 
Constantinople, Fr. Giro- 
lamo Golubovich, helped 


Abuna KJeofas to prim a 
booklet in Greek about the 
map at the Franciscan print- 
ing press of Jerusalem. 
Immediately afterwards, 
the Revue Biblique pub- 
lished a long and detailed 
historicrgeographic study 
of the map by the Domini- 
can fathers M.J. Lagrange 
and H. Vincent after visit- 
ing the site themselves. At 
the same time. Father J. 
Germer-Durand of the 
Assumptionisr Fathers pub- 
lished a photographic 
album with his own pic- 
tures of the map. In Paris, 
C. Clermont-Gannau, a 
well known oriental schol- 
ar. announced the discovery 
at the Academie des Sci- 
ences et belles Lettres. 

International fame was 
rightfully earned, even 
though only one fourth of 
the original mosaic had sur- 
vived. The depiction of the 
territory is rendered with 
such pictorial realism that it 
is easily understood. The 
pattern moves around the 
central axis formed by the 
River Jordan and the Dead 
Sea basin with the 
mountainous plateau to the 
east of the sea. The almost 
150 location names f cap- 
tions) which accompany the 
localities depicted on the 
map make it an historic 
document of primary im- 
portance for historic-bib- 
lical geography. The map 
reaches its pictorial and fig- 
urative apex with the depic- 
tion of Jerusalem which, in 
a sense, is the ideal centre 
of the whole composition 
with a clear theological 
meaning, making this city 
the centre and heart of the 
ecumene. a tradition which 
still remains fundamental to 
Christian, Jewish and 
Islamic imagery. 

Another important step 
towards the better under- 
standing of this monument 
of Madaba is the life-size 
relief of the map completed, 
and published by H. Guthe 
and P. Palmer m 1906. 
Apart from minor over- 
sights, the copy conserved 
at Gottingen is still at the 
centre of interest of Ger- 
man scholars, being pre- 
ferred to a photograph in 
the recent guide of the map 
published by Professor 
Herbert Dormer, a benefac- 
tor of Madaba. It was him 
who. made aware by his 
fellow countrymen as to the 
importance of the map, 
convinced the Volkswagen 
company, who were set- 


ting-up a plant in Jordan, to 
finance the restoration of 
the map. This was in fact 
carried out in 1965 under 
bis direction by the techni- 
cal restorers of the Muse- 
ums of Trier. 

In 1983 the archaeologists 
of the Studium Biblicum 
Franciscanura of Mount 
Nebo. facing the practical 
impossibility to take a pic- 
ture of the whole map. suc- 
ceeded in overcoming this 
obstacle by breaking down 
the whole mosaic in 28 pic- 
tures which were then 
assembled at the Rizzo) i 
laboratories in Milan. The 
photo-lithograph which 
resulted, the first one to 
give a complete picture of 
all the map. was published 
one year later, in the last 
issue of the monumental 
Story of Jesus edited by 
Rizzoli. 

In 1992, a partial life-size 
copy of the map, executed 
by the mosaicists of Raven- 
na in collaboration with the 
archaeologists of Mount 


Nebo on behalf of the Jor- 
danian Ministry of Tourism 
and Antiquities, was put on 
display at the Jordanian 
pavilion at the Sevilla 
Expo. This copy of the map 
will be completed by the 
students of the Madaba 
School of Mosaics, a Jor- 
danian-Italian cooperation 
project under the guidance 
of Italian experts, and will 
be displayed at the exhi- 
bition which is being pre- 
pared to coincide with the 
centenary of the discovery 
of the original map. 

At this point in time, we 
must exert all efforts in 
preparation for the cel- 
ebration of this centenary 
which is now' very' close. 
From Mount Nebo sprung 
the idea, which was enthu- 
siastically accepted by 
Massolini SpA of Brescia, 
to dedicate their artisric cal- 
endar of 1996 to this map; 
in fact they had already 
dedicated their 19S9 calen- 
dar to Jordan. It is also fore- 
seen that a colour pictorial 
album will follow which 


will update the one-hun- 
dred-year old publication 
published by Gemiar- 
Durand. 

Lest this centenary be for- 
gotten in the future, it is 
necessary that European 
scholars, who have had 
such an important role in 
the discovery and the publi- 
cation of the map, get 
together with their Jordan- 
ian counterparts, who are 
heirs and custodians of rliis 
preserved treasure of antiq- 
uity. and other scholar 
worldwide for an interna- 
tional meeting whose prin- 
cipal aim will be to de- 
termine the present position 
regarding the map. in the 
light of recent discoveries 
like, for example, the Sanc- 
tuary' of Saint Lot. It is 
accurately recorded and 
represented on the map on 
the south-eastern shore of 
the Dead Sea and was 
recently brought to light, on 
the mountain behind Ghor 
Al Safi, by Dino Politis. a 
Greek archaeologist whose 
expedition was funded by 


the British Museum in Lon- 
don. 

The programme and con- 
tents of the proposed 
international meeting to be 
held on the occasion of this 
centenary have already 
been drawn up by the 
archaeologists of Mount 
Nebo. Their agenda has 
been presented to and ac- 
cepted by the Department 
of -Antiquities of Jordan. 
The contributions would 
deal with the history of the 
discovery, that occurred a 
hundred years ago. 
removed from imaginary 
additions and brought down 
to its historical reality'; the 
epigraphic context of the 
map within the history of 
Roman-Byzantine cartog- 
raphy; the Biblical-geo- 
graphic fonts at the origin 
of the captions found on the 
map: the cartographic sym- 
bols used by the anony- 
mous master mosaicist of 
Madaba. 

The documentary exhibi- 
tion, which will run in par- 
allel with the meeting, will 


include, together with the 
life-size copy of the map, 
other material of the same 
period as well as all the 
works, published world- 
wide. which deal with the 
map of Madaba. All this 
will be supplemented by an 
audio-visual presentation 
on Madaba and its mosaic 
map. 

This is the project, bom 
on Mount Nebo, where fol- 
lowing Moses* footsieps, a 
multitude of people have 
come to contemplate the 
Promised Land represented 
in the church mosaic map 
of Madaba. We present 
this map to the Jordanian 
government and the gov- 
ernments of the European 
Union hoping that they 
may become its promoters, 
following in the footsteps 
of the many European 
scholars who, in the past. 


took an interest in this land 
bringing to the attention of 
the world the cultural 
potential deeply rooted in 
our common Mediterranean 
heritage 

Concentrating on the map 
and its significance means 
rethinking about our com- 
mon traditions and values 
of culture and faith which 
bad their origin in this land. 

Restudying die vignette 
of Jerusalem means deep- 
ening the ties w'hich take 
back our minds and hearts 
to Jerusalem, the Holy City, 
blessed by God, well con- 
structed within its walls, 
mother of the people. The 
city that can become today 
the symbol of peace which 
only God and man of good- 
will can build. 

There is no time to lose, 
1 997 is at the doorstep. 


Michele Piccirillo 
Franciscan Archaeological Institute, Mount Nebo 
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A lifetime of loveliness. 



a world 
like no other 


Qweider Trading Est. 

Shmasani , A. Shoman st Phone 68925 


The pioneers of beauty 
and skincare in Paris 
have created a tranquil 
refuge from daily life 
wholly dedicated to 
beauty. It is a gracious 
yet thoroughly modem 
salon de beaute 
equipped with the 
latest and most 
advanced treatments for 
a woman's face and 
body, and staffed by 
professional, qualified 
personnel trained and 
certified by 
ORLANE Paris. 
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LANCIA DEDRA 

Wonderful Outlook, Spacious cabin, powerful engine exceeding all expectations 
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designed to 


Dedra has 


carefully 
ignea to provide full 
comfort and meet ail 
the expectations of a 
luxurious car. Lancia 
Dedra’s spacious and 
comfortable cabin 
looks after the smallest 
details. It Combines the 


elegant design, power, 
spacious cabin and 
value. Its wonderful 
outlook, along* with its 
powerful 1800 cc engine 
and its spacious cabin 
which accommodates 
five people makes it 
unique among other 
cars. 


Lancia Dedra enjoys the following specifications 


1800 cc engine, injection 

* Air condition with automatic 

control system 

* Centre lock 

* 6 head-supporters 

* coloured electric glass 

* Anti-theft alarm system 

* Power and moveable steering 
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back curtains 

radio and tape recorder with 4 
^ Alpine speakers 

* bumpers of the same car 
colour 
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European scholars undertake host 
of archaeological projects in Jordan 



Archaeological finds in Umm Qais 


By Rami G. Khouri 

EVER SINCE the birth of 
modem Jordan, scholars 
from several European 
countries have conducted 
surveys, excavations and 
other scholarly work that 
has helped to reconstruct 
much of the history of 
humankind on this very 
ancient landscape. The fol- 
lowing is a summary of the 
major archaeological pro- 
jects being undertaken by 
scholars from European 
Union member states: 

German scholars tend to 
focus their attention on 
some of the earlier periods 
in Jordanian history. The 
oldest site they have studied 
is Busta. near Petra, where 
Hans Jorg Nissen from the 
Free University in Berlin 
and Mujuhed Mohaisin of 
Yarmouk University have 
excavated a pre-pottery 
Neolithic B village (circa 
7000 BC) with remains of 
homes and an elaborate 
subterranean channel sys- 
tem. The site of Abu 
Snesleh. south-east of 
Amman, was excavated by 
Susanne Kemer. current 
director of the German 
Protestant Institute for 
Archaeology. It revealed 
large domestic structures 
from the Middle Bronze 
and Chalcolithic periods, 
while a deep trench reached 
down to Neolithic and Epi- 
paleolithic layers. 

The early Bronze Age 
town site of Khirbet Zer- 
aqun. east of Irbid. is being 
excavated by Sieffried 
Mittman from the Theolog- 
ical Seminar in Tubingen 


and Zeidan Kafafi of 
Yarmouk University. The 
site includes a massive 
fortification wall that was 
154 metres wide in places 
and that sheltered both an 
upper and a lower city. 
Early Bronze remains were 
also uncovered at Dhra\ 
east of the Dead Sea. where 
Carsten Korber unearthed 
standing stones and a large 
enclosure wall that were 
interpreted as cultic struc- 
tures. 

The Iron Age predomi- 
nates at the important site 
of Balua'. on th Karak 
plateau. where Udo 
Worschech from the Theo- 
logical Seminar in Leipzig 
has excavated an Sth centu- 
ry BC town surrounded by 
a forti fication casemate 
wall with a prominent gate. 
The Iron Age is also one of 
the periods represented at 
the enormous copper smelt- 
ing site of Feinan. in the 
northern Wadi Araba. 
which has been studied for 
over a decade by a team 
from the Bochum Mining 
Museum headed by 
Andreas Hauptmann. 
Feinan has mining, smelt- 
ing and residential remains 
spanning nearly 8000 years, 
from the Neolithic period 
until today, with significant 
activity in the Early 
Bronze. Iron, Roman. 
Byzantine and middle 
Islamic periods. The triple- 
shaft deep mines from the 
Iron and Roman eras are 
among Feinan's most 
remarkable remains. 

Not far south of Feinan, 
Manfred Lindner from the 
Society for Natural History 


in Ntimberg has systemati- 
cally surveyed and exca- 
vated surrounding regions 
of Petra, especially the 
Nabataean suburb of Wadi 
Sabra. where he also identi- 
fied Early Bronze Age shel- 
ters and Paleolithic sites. 
John Zeitler, from the same 
society, has been exca- 
vating Nabataean domestic 
quarters within central 
Petra. Also from the Classi- 
cal period is the work that 
has been done at Umm Qais 
for some two decades, ini- 
tially directed by Ute Wag- 
ner-Lux and Thomas Weber 
respectively, and more 
recently by Susanne Kemer 
in cooperation with Adolf 
Hoffman of the German 
Archaeological Institute in 
Berlin. Umm Qais was a 
large Hellenistic and 
Roman era city that contin- 
ued to be inhabited in all 
later periods, due to its 
strategic position over- 
looking the north Jordan 
Valley. The German work at 
Umm Qais has also in- 
cluded funding the re- 
habilitation of Ottoman-era 
structures that are being 
used as a museum and a dig 
house, and clean-up and 
rehabiltation of the black 
basalt western theatre for 
use once again as a venue 
for cultural performances. 

Scholars from the United 
Kingdom have worked in 
Jordan systematically since 
the 1930s, and most of their 
work today is done through 
the British Institute at 
Amman for Archaeology 
and History (BIAAHj. 
Institute Director Allison 
McQuitty has recently com- 


pleted a joint project with 
Jeremy Johns at Khirbet 
Faris, on the Karak plateau, 
where they studied remains 
from a mediaeval village 
and the area's use in the last 
century. Mike Charles of 
the University of Sheffield 
continues to study tradition- 
al agriculture in that area, 
while Ms. McQuitty now 
coordinates BIAAH's 
multidisciplinary project to 
examine Wadi Feinan's set- 
tlements and agricultural 
remains from any different 
periods. 

Douglas Baird from the 
University of Liverpool and 
Graham Phillip from the 
University of Durham are 
excavating the ancient set- 
tlement at North Shuna. in 
the north Jordan Valley, 
which has good Chalcolith- 
ic/Early Bronze Age 
remains — the same period 
that Meredith Chesson from 
Harvard University (U.S.) 
is exploring in the valley at 
Tell Handaquq South. 
Jonathan Tubb of the 
British Museum has un- 
covered important Bronze 
Age and Iron town remains 
atTell es-Saadiyyeh, in the 
central Jordan Valley. Fur- 
ther south in the valley, east 
of the Dead Sea, K. Poliris 
has unearthed and consoli- 
dated a dramatic hillside 
Byzantine monastery dedi- 
cated to St. Lot. located at 
‘Ain Abata. 

BIAAH Assistant Direc- 
tor Pam Watson is in the 
midst of several survey sea- 
sons in the region immedi- 
ately surrounding the mas- 
sive site of Pella, in the 
north Jordan Valley 


foothills. She has already 
identified over a hundred 
sites from many different 
periods, thus providing 
valuable information that 
helps relate the Pella city- 
site to its hinterland during 
the past 6.000 years. David 
Kennedy and Phil Freeman, 
from the Universty of West- 
ern Australia, are applying 
high tech techniques in 
their project, using remote 
sensing to identify archaeo- 
logical remains in north 
Jordan. Piotr Bienkowski 
from Liverpool Museum is 
continuing his investigation 
of the Lare Bronze-Iron 
Age eras in southern Jordan 
with work at several sites in 
Wadi Hasa. 

The Netherlands is repre- 
sented by archaeological 
projects at Tell Deir Alla 
and environs, in the central 
Jordan Valley. This work, 
which was initiated in 1960 
by Henk Franken of the 
University of Leiden, has 
revealed an Lmposant Late 
Bronze/Iron Age town and 
cultic centre. The dig, now 
co-direcied by Moawiya 
Ibrahim of Yarmouk Uni- 
versity and Gerrit van der 
Kooij of Leiden University, 
concentrates on Late Iron 
Age levels. The joint 
Dutch -Jor dani an project 
has also established a per- 
manent Station for Archae- 
ological Studies at Deir 
Alla, comprising a dig 
house, work areas and a 
small regional museum. A 
few kilometres to the north- 
west is the predominantly 
Byzantine/ Umayyad agro- 
industrial site of Tell Abu 
Sarbut, which has been 
excavated by Margaret 
Steiner. Edward LaGro and 
Hubert de Haas, under the 
aegis of the Netherlands 
Foundation for Archaeolog- 
ical Studies and the Nether- 
lands Institute for the Near 
East in Leiden. 

Spanish archaeological 
activity in Jordan started in 
the 1960s when Joaquin 
Gonzalez Echeqaray stud- 
ied some Paleolithic sites in 
the Zarqa Valley, and Mar- 
tin Almagro directed some 
aerial photographic and 
photometric investigations 
at Petra. In the 1970s. Pro- 
fessor Almagro directed 
studies and conservation of 
the Umayyad frescoes of 
Qasr Amra. he and Emilio 
Olavarri excavated and 
conserved the Amman 
Umayyad palace and 
Olavarri excavated the 
ancient site of Tell el- 
Medeineh on the Moab 
plateau and the Agora at 
Jerash. Manuel Bueno 


resumed Spanish exca- 
vations at Jerash as of 1985. 

In 1989, Juan Fernandez 
Tresquerres started exca- 
vating the important Early 
Bronze Age sire of Jabal 
Mutawwaq . south-east of 
Jerash. which comprises a 
walled townsite and an 
extensive megalithic 
necropolis of over six hun- 
dred dolmens. The Spanish 
activities in Jordan are now 
being consolidated under 
the aegis of ‘the new Span- 
ish Institute for Oriental 
Research that has been 
established in Amman. 

Italian archaeologists are 
working on several pro- 
jects in 'Jordan, the oldest of 
which is the excavation and 
study of the Madaba region 
that has been undertaken 
since 1933 by the Studium 
B ibl icum Franciscan um 

(SBF). The work has cov- 
ered Madaba, Mt. Nebo. 
Umm er-Rasas. Ma'in. 
Ayoun Mousa and other 
sites, and is now directed 
by Father Michele Piciriilo. 

Excavation and restora- 
tion of the Artemis Temple 
in Jerash have been directed 
since 1977 by Professor 
Gullini of the Centre of 
Archaeological Research in 
Turin for the Middle East 
and Asia. The centre has 
joined forces with the Uni- 
versity of Jordan and the 
Department of Antiquities 
to establish the Italian-Jor- 
danian Institute for Archae- 
ological Sciences. A Uni- 
versity of Florence team 
headed by Professor Mari- 
no is excavating and restor- 
ing the Herodian fortress at 
Mekawir, which had been 
initially excavated in the 
late 1970s by the SBF. Gae- 
tano Palumbo of the Uni- 
versity of Rome has investi- 
gated several sites in Jor- 
dan. most recently the 
Wadi Yabis and the lower 
Zarqa River basin. An 
expedition led by Professor 
Vannini. grouping the 
Universities of Florence. 


Urbino and Rende. has 
studied several Crusader 
castles and is restoring parts 
of the castle at Wueira. near 
Petra. 

Professor Borzarti from 
the University of Florence 
has been surveying the 
Wadi Rum area since 1974 
and documenting its antiq- 
uities, human history and 
flora. The Italian Institute 
for the Middle and Far East, 
under the direction of Pro- 
fessor Jacqueline Calzini. 
has studied epigraphic in- 
scriptions in north Jordan 
and is now restoring Bayir 
castle in central Jordan. 
Professor Landini of the 
University of Pisa has been 
working in Aqaba since 
1988 to study the natural 
evolution of the Aqaba 
Gulf. The latest Italian pro- 
ject in Jordan, to start in late 
1995. will be an expedition 
led by Professor Messineo 
to survey the region be- 
tween Wadi Mujib and Hei- 
dan, in central Jordan. 

Belgian excavations in 
Jordan have centred on the 
dramatically perched site of 
Lehhun. on the north ridge 
of Wadi Mujib. Since 1978. 
Denyse Homes-Fredericq 
of the Brussels Free Uni- 
versity and the Royal 
Museums of Arts and His- 
tory has directed excava- 
tions that have revealed a 
large Iron Age fortress. 
Architectural and artifacts 
remains have been found 
from several other periods 
ranging from the Paleolithic 
to the Ottoman, including a 
small Nabataean temple 
and a Late Mameluke 
mosque. 

French archaeological 
activities in Jordan cover a 
wide range of periods, with 
most work done in associa- 
tion with the Institut Fran- 
cois d'Archeologie de 
Proche-Orient (IFAPO), 
whose acting director in 
Jordan. Jacques Seigne. has 
directed nearly 13 years of 
French excavations and 


reconstruction work around " 
the South Gate and Zeus -d 
Temple compound at u 
Jerash. Genevieve Dollfu.s 
of the Centre National de la 
Recherche Scientifique has r. 
co-directed excavations at '• 
the Chalcolithic village of a 
Tell Ahu Hamid in the v 
north of Jordan Valley with c 
Yarmouk University's Zei- n 
dan Kafafi. Jean-Buptiste c 
Humbert of the Ecole n 
Biblique has investigated i. 
the lower terrace of the ■!. 
Amman Citadel, and has i- 
also directed major exca- 
vations of Iron Age. Byzun- q 
tine and Islamic settlements 3 
at Fedein tMafraqi and the d 
important 

Roman/Nabuiaean/Byzan- 
tine settlement at Khirhet 
es-Samru. northeast of 
Zarqa. Francois Larche and 
Francois Villeneuve direct- q 
ed the excavations and ji 
reconstruction of the Hel- ,i 
lenistic era palace of Qasr- it 
el- Abed, near Wadi es-Seer |i 
west of Amman, and Vil- 
leneuve has also directed n 
excavations of the 
Nabataean village and tent- I) 
pie at Khirbet ed-DItarieh. y 
near Wadi Hasa. Several L 
French projects have been _ 
undertaken at Petra, includ- 
ing Francois Larche ‘s arch i- ' 
tectural studies of Qasr el- J 
Bint, aerial photography ! 
and land surveys conducted j 
by J.M. Dentzer. P. Gentelle 1 
and M. Gory, and high tech 1 
surveys, of the ancient water j 
systems conducted by Elec- | 
incite de France. Alix Bar- 
bet and Claude Vibert- _ 
Guigue have srudied the 
painted Roman tombs at i 
Qweilbeh. in north Jordan, i 
and have also worked on 
the painted frescoes of Qasr i 
Amra. Michele Brewers has 3 
studied the ethnography ^ 
and architecture of many j 
traditional villages in south j 
Jordan. while Anna § 
Ohanessiun-Charpin has 2 
carried out anthropological | 
research among the a 
bedouins of Petra and the § 
Jordan Valley. I 



Mount Nebo, Syagha 


Quality of life in Sweden 


By Caroline Maino 

SURROUNDED BY water 
and forests, the people in the 
Swedish capital are more con- 
scious than most city dwellers 
of the environmental dimen- 
sion of their lives. It is this 
public interest in envi- 
ronmental issues which has 
encouraged the city of Stock- 
holm to launch high-profile 
events to raise awareness of 
these issues, such as the Stock- 
holm Water Festival as well as 
more down-to-earth initia- 
tives. 

For one thing. Stockholm is 
outstandingly beautiful — an 
important part of quality oflife 
for its inhabitants. For another, 
its low levels of air and water 
pollution make it one of the 
cleanest cities in the world. 
But there ore still im- 
provements to be made. 

Stockholm is built on more 
than a dozen islands, which is 
why it is also referred to as 
"the Venice of the north." The 
city is situated at the con- 
fluence of the large Lake 
Maluren with an estuary of 
brackish water which flows to 
the Baltic Sea through an 
archipelago of 30.000 islands. 
The water environment is 
unique; fishing and swimming 
is possible in the very heart of 
the city. But until quite recent- 
ly. this was not at all the case. 
Today's achievement is the 
result of many years ol effort 
in the area of water man- 
agement. Recycling is the key 
word in Stockholm's water 
management. Treated waste- 
water is not seen as merely fit 
for disposal: it contains heat. 
Some 200.000 households ore 
heated with recovered wasre- 


water. 

Bio gas is another by-prod~ 
uet of sewage treatment and is 
used to generate electricity. 
What is more, the sludge from 
waste-water treatment can be 
used as fertiliser on farmland. 

The difference in the water 
management approach in 
Stockholm compared to that of 
other cities is that here individ- 
uals ore not only seen as con- 
sumers of drinking water, but 
also as producers of sewage. 
Education to change the atti- 
tudes of these sewage genera- 
tors is one vital element in 
water management. Everyone 
is involved, from school chil- 
dren to manufacturing in- 
dustry. The programme has 
been successful so far. 

Through the years the Stock- 
holm Water Company has built 
up a substantial amount of 
technical knowledge and prac- 
tical experience. Against this 
background, it was natural for 
the city to initiate the Stock- 
holm Water Prize and Sym- 
posium. The water resources 
on our planet are rapidly de- 
teriorating. The Water Prize 
and the Symposium have 
been es-tablished to focus on 
that fact, to analyse the prob- 
lems and to suggest means of 
overcoming them. In August 
every year while the Water 
Festival is in progress, the 
symposium gathers in experts 
and scientists from all over the 
world. At that time the Water 
Prize is awarded for an out- 
standing eontribution in the 
field of water conservation. 

The theme of the 1995 sym- 
posium is “Water Quality 
Management: Heading for a 
New Epoch." 

The concept of achieving 
change through education is 


pervading environmental 
thinking in Stockholm. For 
over twenty years, the city has 
had several consecutive envi- 
ronment programmes. Nowa- 
days. they are considered as 
pan of Stockholm’s local 
Agenda 21. They have led to 
improvements in most Fields 
and put Stockholm in the front 
line amongst cities striving ro 
achieve sustainable develop- 
ment. The inhabitants have be- 
come very aware of the threats 
to the environment and how to 
avoid them. People put their 
paper waste in one place, the 
glass in another and used bat- 
teries in a third. Many of those 
living in their own houses 
have started composting 
household waste. Many people 
try to buy washing powder and 
other products labelled 
■friendly to the environment." 

The Swedes in general are 
nature lovers. Within the 
boundaries of Stockholm 
about 30 per cent of the area is 
either parkland or semi- 
wilderness. Most Stock- 
holmers live quite near to 
recreational areas with wood- 
land. meadows or water. Since 
they love to spend time on out- 
door activities, of course they 
want to preserve and improve 
the environmenL 

But there is still one big 
problem: the passion for car 
ownership and the resulting 
traffic on the city roads. 
Thanks to its geographical 
position, Stockholm's air is 
purified with cleaner air blow- 
ing in from other areas. 

They have been measuring 
air pollution here since the 
1960s. In some respects, the 
air quality is better now than 
30 or 40 years ago. The ex- 
tended use of district heating 


and cleaner fuel oil, as well as 
much reduced emissions from 
industry, have contributed to 
improved air quality. 

Consequently, it is motor 
traffic that has become the 
most serious environmental 
problem in Stockholm: it ac- 
counts for 60 to 80 per cent of 
all air pollution. Compared to 
other city dwellers and those 
living in the countryside, 
Stockholmers are the most 
frequent users of public trans- 
port. But in order to further re- 
duce traffic emissions, even 
more of them will have to take 
to the bus or subway. 

The Stockholm subway is 
the only one in Sweden. The 
first section was opened in 
1 950 and today it has one hun- 
dred stations along its 1 1 0km 
length. It is one of the longest 
subways in the world. 

Bus and commuter train ser- 
vices complement the subway. 
But buses are troublesome, 
even though they run on a spe- 
cial kind of diesel with a low 
amount of sulphur. Five years 
ago the public transport com- 
pany, SI, staned a large-scale 
project with buses running on 
eihanoL At first. 32 ethanol 
buses equipped with catalytic 
convertors were put into ser- 
vice. 

The reduction in emissions 
and the reliability of the buses 
proved so successful that to- 
day 82 of them serve the inner 
parts of the city, and it is hoped 
to have the entire fleet of 225 
buses running on ethanol be- 
fore the turn of the century. 

The biggest advantages of 
the ethanol buses is thar the 
energy source is renewable 
and ■ their emissions do not 
contribute to the “greenhouse” 
effect. Now several other 


Swedish cities are following 
Stockholm's example. 

On the outskirts of the city, 
the best diesel technology 
available is used, meaning 
lowrsulphur diesel combined 
with catalytic convertors. 

Buses are far from being the 
only air polluters. Apart from 
private cars, there are fnany 
others used in official city 
business. Stockholm wants to 
boost the development of elec- 
tric cars. Together with Nutek, 
the authority for economic and 
technical development, the 
city has started a project aimed 
at encouraging car manu- 
facturers to produce new long- 
range electric cars. 

The city has 15 electric cars 
in experimental use at the 
moment and is planning to 
extend the experiment to 
replace some 300 of its official 
cars with electric ones, pro- 
viding their range can be 
improved. 

The city authorities, together 
with companies such as Stock- 
holm's Energi. the city's 
power utility, work on tomor- 
row’s environmental issues in 
many fields. Thus, they take 
an active part in and follow 
the research, both nationally 
and internationally, ai centres 
such os the Stockholm Insti- 
tute of Technology and the 
Institute for Construction 
Research. 

It is important for everyone 
to save energy: from private 
individuals to key companies. 
Using energy more effectively 
is a good way of reducing its 
impact on the environmenL 
Swedish houses, for instance, 
are built to a high standard: no 
draughts and no humidity. 

Even though air . pollution 
from heating and electricity is 
not a big problem in Stock- 
holm. there is still a need for a 
sustainable system. New tech- 


niques such as bio fuels, re- 
newable energy sources, waste 
and natural gas. which are 
already in use here, point the 
wav to future solutions. Dis- 


trict healing, which is used by 
70 per cent of the localities, 
has been a big help in over- 
coming some of the air pollu- 
tion problems Stockholm used 


to have. A dean capital city is 
good publicity for the country 
as a whole and Stockholm 
understands this better than 
most 
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Telematic trials ease traffic flow 


By Mick Haymer 

DRIVERS COULD soon 
have faster and more ac- 
curate warnings of jams 
ahead, and other hazards, 
t franire to the application of 
new technology to traffic 
control In the fast-develop- 
ing world of traffic technol- 
ogy, the open road is rapid- 
ly being replaced by the 
smart telemetric highway. 

Britain has long been a 
world leader in applying 
modem electronics to traf- 
fic. In the 1970s and 1980s 
Scoot, a computer-con- 
trolled system which links 
the timings of different sets 
of traffic lights to minim ise 
the queues, was exported 
all over the world. Thanks 
to Scoot, many of the 
world's leading cities now 
have a smoother flow of 
traffic. 

Now the application of 
micro-chip technology and 
telecommunications — the 
two are often known as 
telematics — to traffic con- 
trol has spawned a new 
growth industry. Last sum- 
mer RTI Focus, the British 
associations for promoting 
transport telematics which 
includes both the public 
and the private sectors, 
staged a two-day demon- 
stration of the new tech- 
nologies at Crowthome, 
Berkshire, southern Eng- 
land. 

Same direction 

Bert Pitt of RTI Focus 
says that the open days “... 
put together a lot of the 
telematics effort It was 
fantastic to see bow much 
there is and all heading in 
the same direction.” 

Among the star exhibits 
was the decidedly futuristic 
Automated Intelligence 
Cruise Control (AICC) 
system which has been 
developed by the British 


car firm Jaguar. When fined 
with AICC, cars automati- 
cally adjust their cruising 
speed on motor ways to 
keep a safe distance behind 
the car in front 

But if cruise control is 
still a few years away from 
affecting the driver in the 
street, other developments 
in transport telematics 
could well have a much 
more immediate impact. 
Already new electronic 
variable message signs are 
appearing on many roads in 
Britain. 

. Hazards ahead 

The traffic control centre 
can change the message on 
these signs to warn drivers 
of hazards ahead - from 
bad weather to traffic jams. 
Unlike the old message 
signs, which had a limited 
range of notices, they now 
have the capacity to display 
a wide range of information 
chosen by the control cen- 
tre. And these can be 
changed at the tap of a com- 
puter keyboard. 

Variable message signs 
are already operating in 
central Scotland and GEC 
has some in North London. 
In Southampton, a consor- 
tium of the county council 
and the bus operators even 
has portable variable mes- 
sage signs which can be 
towed to where they are 
needed. Once they are in 
position, these signs just 
have to be connected to the 
control centre by a radio 
link and a modem. The 
result is an extremely flexi- 
ble system, which can 
warn of delays on roads 
where traffic is only ever 
held up by extremely rare 
events, such as the annual 
fete. 

Impressive as the signs 
are, there, is always some 
inherent delay in the con- 
trol centre learning of a 


build-up of traffic. They 
have to reply on feedback 
from systems such as 
Scoot, or even reports from 
spotter planes. 

This year (1995) Traffic- 
Master PLC, a British com- 
pany based in Milton 
Keynes, southern England, 
is installing a pilot system 
designed to spot the build- 
up of traffic as it occurs. 
The system — which uses 
video cameras to monitor 
and compare traffic flow — 
is being tested on two roads 
leading to central London - 
- the Finchley Road in die 
north and the M4 motor- 
way. The company is also 
participating in an in-car 
co mmuni cation scheme in 
Seatde, USA, and is run- 
ning a similar project in 
Sao Paulo, Brazil. 

Traffic congestion 

Traffic congestion and 
pollution in London is esti- 
mated to be costing five 
billion pounds a year in 
wasted time and fuel as 
well as being a major cause 
of pollution. In an effort to 
improve London's trans- 
port, a Red Route system, 
which will ultimately for- 
bid parking on over 500.5 
kilometres of the capital's 
bus routes, is now being 
introduced. 

A 27.5-kilometre pilot 
system began three years 
ago in north and east Lon- 
don. Some 226.9 kilome- 
tres of outlying routes will 
be added by the end of this 
year and other bus routes 
will be Red Routed to en- 
sure the scheme is complet- 
ed by the end of the centu- 
ry. On the pilot route, cer- 
tain areas have been pedes- 
trianised, more road cross- 
ings introduced and legal 
parking allowed in side 
roads enabling express bus 
services to be introduced. 
However, there has been 


some criticism from small 
shop owners who claim that 
Red Routes create urban 
motorways and the loss of 
business. 

First trials 

The first trials of elec- 
tronic road tolling are also 
due to begin on the M3 
motorway in Hampshire in 
March. Last year 29 rival 
companies expressed their 
interest in developing the 
technology. Up to six con- 
sortia are to be selected by 
the Department of Trans- 
port to install their equip- 
ment, either on the M3 near 
Basingstoke or at the Trans- 
port Research Laboratory's 
test track in Crowthome. 
The announcement of the 
shortlisted contenders is 
expected early this year. 
The consortia include lead- 
ing British electronics com- 
panies, such as GEC, 
British Telecom and Racal. 

The technologies being 
tested by the rival consortia 
differ. But because British 
motorways were not 
designed for tolls and do 
not have wide asphalt 
plazas common in France 
and Italy all the systems 
have to be able to exact fees 
electronically while keep- 
ing the traffic rolling. 

At the moment telematics 
is scarcely a household 
word. But such is the pace 
of change that just as per- 
sonal computers have 
become common in peo- 
ple's homes in the last ten 
years, so the impact of 
telematics will be on dri- 
vers before the end of the 
century. 


Yes to fast food in restaurants, 
but pasta holds its own 


WE ITALIANS are changing 
our eating habits as we move 
toward the twenty-first cen- 
nvv, with nostalgia for our 
traditional regional dishes 
growing, combined with 
curiosity over a more exotic 
cuisine, regard for a healthy 
breakfast decreased con- 
sumption of meat (and food 
in general), and increased 
appreciation of fruit and 
vegetables. These develop- 
ments are due in large part to 
the younger generation, usu- 
ally more aware of the 
importance of nature and the 
environment and also more 
accustomed to travelling. 

From the Alps to Sicily, 
restaurants are seeing a 
growth in the popularity of 
vegetable hors d'oeuvres, 
grilled or roast vegetables, 
and cooked and raw salads of 
every kind and colour, partic- 
ularly with customers in the 
twenty to forty age bracket. 
The same applies to such 
white meats as chicken and 
turkey, as well as fish (the 
great rediscovery of recent 
years). And it is no coin- 


cidence that fast food outlets 
offering Mediterranean type 
food are drawing increasing 
crowds. A taste for a cuisine 
in which olive oil is king, and 
butter is used very sparingly, 
is common to both modest 
and more luxurious tables. 
Salami and ham seem to be 
going out of fashion, as is red 
meat, and even when people 
do eat these foods, they often 
make a point of cutting away 
the fast. 

According to Giovanni 
Anone. secretary general of 
the wine and food club. The 
Green Ribbon of Europe, “in 
homes and restaurants we 
are seeing an increase in the 
amount of fish on menus, 
specially anchovies and 
small tuna, cooked very sim- 
ply as in days gone by, pur- 
chased straight from the fish- 
ermen. And, at least in such 
regions as Campania, you 
can eat pasta' with clams and 
fresh tomatoes all the year 
round, for we have the good 
fortune of being able to pre- 
serve tomatoes by banging 
them up in bunches. Polenta 


is another dish that is receiv- 
ing greater general apprecia- 
tion, served with our own 
simple cheeses and local 
wines.” Although canned 
tomatoes and other conve- 
nient foods obviously play an 
important role, time being a 
commodity in short supply, 
people prefer to replace them 
with fresh produce whenever 
possible. 

There are also growing 
numbers of people who pre- 
fer spaghetti in true Roman 
style, lasagne, risotto with 
squash, gnocchi, and all the 
regional varieties of pasta 
and sauce, rather than the 
delicate flavours of nouvellle 
cuisine. And they might eat 
one good pasta dish, and stop 
there. Apart from the 
undoubted health benefits, 
weight awareness has led to a 
relaxation in social behav- 
iour, so that few people 
today— and only away from 
the large cities— feel any 
embarrassment about order- 
ing only one dish in a restau- 
rant. This has been a habit for 
years in other European 


EU orchestra to perform in Amman 


The European Community Chamber Orchestra 
(ECCO), whose patron is Her Majesty Queen Sofia of 
Spain, made up of European musicians who have per- 
formed in concerts in capital cities all around the 
world, will give a classical music concert on Friday 


Oct. 13, 1995 at the Prince Hassan Auditorium at the 
University of Jordan at 8 p.m. and will hold a musical 
workshop on Saturday afternoon, Ocl 14, 1995, for 
students of the National Music Conservatory (NMC). > 



countries, and has spread to 
us mainly through business 
executives, people from the 
professions and the upper 
levels of society and young 
people (who tend to be more 
relaxed in their relations with 
others). 

The habit of eating a sub- 
stantial breakfast is also very 
European, and some of the 
first Italians to discover the 
advantages of breakfasts that 
supply energy for the whole 
day have been the young 
people who now travel all 
over our continent (and oth- 
ers) for study or enjoyment. 
However, preferences are 
still firmly rooted in our 
own tradition: cappuccino, 
bread and jam, yoghurt, fruit, 
cookies. 

This renewed appreciation 
of traditional fare goes hand 
in band with curiosity over 
exotic food — also in large 
part due to increased mobil- 
ity. The success of cooking 
from far-off lands can be 
seen in large cities and small 
towns, in the form of restau- 
rants serving Arab, 
Turkish, Japanese. 

Chinese. Malaysian. 
Indian, Vietnamese, 
Cambodian, Indone- 
sian. Burmese, Por- 
tuguese. French 
Spanish. Eritrean. 

Somalian, Mexican 
and Argentinian food. 

There are restaurants 
for every taste and 
pocket, ranging from 
the $60-575 per head 
of certain Japanese 
restaurants (usually 
more expensive than 
others) to the 512-515 
of places that cater not 
only for Italians, but 
for immigrants in 
search of the lost 
flavour of their own 
lands. In the mean- 
time. there are more 
and more kosher and 
halal butchers (offer- 
ing meat drained of all 
blood), stores selling 
oriental foods and the 
ingredients to make 
them yourself, and 
supermarkets with 
whole shelves devoted 
to such specialities. 
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Example of European 
industrial cooperation 



AIRBUS INDUSTRIE is 
a European consortium 
with an annual turnover of 
$8.5 billion, and the most 
modem aircraft family in 
the world. Ranking 
among the leading aircraft 
manufacturers in the mar- 
ket for airliners seating 
more than 100 passengers. 
Airbus Industrie has won 
in 25 years some 30 per 
cent of aircraft orders 
worldwide and has been 
profitable since 1990. 

Since its foundation in 
1970, Airbus Industrie has 
sold some 1.900 aircraft 
to more than 115 cus- 
tomers. Some 1,300 have 
already been delivered 
and are currently into ser- 
vice with over 130 opera- 
tors worldwide. 

The Airbus Industrie air- 
craft family comprises 
three different aircraft 
groups, covering all sec- 
tors of the market, from 
the short to the ultra-long 
haul spectrum. The sin- 
gle-aisle aircraft family 
comprises the A3 19. A320 
and A321, ranging from 
124 to 185 seats. 

The A319 t the smallest 
of Airbus Industrie air- 
craft, flew for the first 
time at the end of August 
wide body family 


comprises the 220-266 
seat, medium range 
A300/A3 10 and the 263- 
295 medium to very long 
rang A330/A340. The 
A340, which set a record 
flying round the world 
with only one stop in 
Auckland, New Zealand, 
has the greatest range of 
any civil aircraft in opera- 
tion today. 

Headquartered in Tou- 
louse, France, Airbus 
Industrie manages, mar- 
kets, sells and supports 
the operation of the con- 
sortium's aircraft. It 
employs 2,700 staff, of 33 
different nationalities, at 
its headquarters and sub- 
sidiaries. 

Support for the consor- 
tium aircraft is provided 
by the customer service 
and includes the supply of 
spares from centres in 
Hamburg. Singapore and 
near Washington DC. 
training for airlines’ staff 
at centres in Toulouse and 
Miami, and technical 
assistance. Moreover, Air- 
bus Industrie will open a 
technical support and 
training centre m the Peo- 

? le’s Republic of China in 
996. 

Airbus Industrie is 
owned by the four leading 


European aerospace com- 
panies: Aerospatiale of 
France and Daimler-Benz 
Aerospace Airbus of Ger- 
many with 37.9 per cent 
of shares each, British 
Aerospace with 20 per 
cent and CASA of Spain 
with 4.2 per cent. 

The shareholders have a 
dual role as both share- 
holders and industrial par- 
ticipants, carrying out 
most of the design and all 
aircraft manufacture, 
coordinated and managed 
by Airbus Industrie. 

Fully equipped sections 
of the different aircraft are 
produced in the various 
factories of the four part- 
ners throughout Europe. 
The sections are then 
transported, by road or by 
a special outsize cargo air- 
craft, to the final assembly 
line, in Toulouse for the 
A320, A300/A310 and 
A330/A340, and in Ham- 
burg for the A319/A321. 
Some 32,000 people work 
directly for the European 
consortium while an esti- 
mated 100,000 employees 
at more than a thousand 
suppliers, including sever- 
al hundred in North 
America, are also 
involved. 
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Diversity, quality in Britain’s higher education 


By Kwasi 
Gyan-Apenteng 



Years ahead 

An article in the 
Education Supple- 
ment of ‘The Inde- 
pendent” newspaper 
in January 1995 

claimed that the target 
was achieved seven 
years ahead of sched- 
ule. “surprising both 
official planners and 
ministers.*’ Naturally, 
there are dark hints 

about ailin g s tandar ds 
from those who 

thought that the rapid 
expansion of higher 
education would lead 
tp an erosion in quali- 
ty. 

But quality has not 
been sacrificed, judg- 
ing from the range of Matriculation day at Oxford University 


IN THE current mar- 
ketplace jargon, higher edu- 
cation in the United King- 
dom can be justly described 
as a "growth industry,” hav- 
ing experienced a period of 
unprecedented expansion 
throughout the l9S0s and 
the early 1990s. 

An example of this de- 
velopment is reflected in 
the fact that whereas in 
1979 one in eight young 
people entered higher edu- 
cation of any sort, the ratio 
in 1994 was close to one in 
three. In total, the doubling 
of the number of higher 
education students in 
Britain between 1979 and 
1983 has brought the figure 
to some 1.5 milli on, with 
the fastest expansion occur- 
ring since 198S. 

An accompanying phe- 
nomenon is the interest 
shown by mature students: 
since 1979 their numbers 
have increased by more 
than 140 per cent, twice as 
fast as young students. 
Over half of mature stu- 
dents are studying part- 
time, compared with a tenth 
of young students. 

Higher qualifications 

The phenomenal explo- 
sion of the number of 
mature students in the late 
19S0s might suggest that 
people took advantage of 
enforced idleness in the 
recession to go into higher 
education to seek higher 
qualifications or prepare for 
a change of direction. 
Whatever the cause, all this 
added to the U.K. currently 
enjoying the highest 
proportion of graduates in 
the relevant age group in 
the European Union. 

But it was not always so. 
Before the rapid expansion 
began, Britain was seen as 
lagging behind its Euro- 
pean partners in compar- 
isons of the proportion of 
young people in higher 
education. In early 1989, 
Kenneth Baker, then edu- 
cation secretary, launched 
an initiative designed to 
achieve a goal of one in 
three by the year 2000. 


subjects, the level of 
study and the results. 
According to official statis- 
tics. the number of gradu- 
ates gaining first degrees in 
1992 was, at 156,000, 50 
per cent higher than in 
1979. More than one third 
of the new graduates quali- 
fied in science. Of the 1992 
graduates whose destina- 
tion was known six months 
after graduation, 58 per 
cent, or 73,000, had entered 
U.K. or overseas employ- 
ment, and there were signs 
that the number and propor- 
tion entering employment 
rose in 1993 as the econo- 
my started to recover. 

Quality has a special sig- 
nificance for providers of 
higher education, not only 
in terms of teaching and 
preparing students, but for 
research as well. This is a 
very important aspect of the 
work of universities and 
colleges, as they are the 
main providers of basic 
research and much of the 
strategic research carried 
out in the U.K. They also 
increasingly collaborate 
with the private sector in 
the conduct of specific 
applied research. 

Selectively based 

In fact, the quality of an 
institution's research af- 


fects its funding because, 
for example, the vast 
majority of research funds 
from he Higher Education 
Funding Council for Eng- 
land is allocated selectively 
based on the quality of 
research. Some institutions 
are more successful than 
others in the competition. 

The range and sizes of 
higher education facilities 
show a diversity in choice 
which overall helps to keep 
the quality of education 
high. In England alone, the 
Higher Education Funding 
Council funds some 130 
higher education institu- 
tions comprising 72 
universities and 50 col- 
leges. The universities 
include 34 new universities 
— mostly former poly- 
technics — and the eight 
directly funded schools of 
the University of London 
offer virtually the full range 
of academic subject cate- 
gories. 

These institutions vary in 
size from a few hundred 
students, such as at the Col- 
lege of Guidance Studies, 
to over 100,000 students 
(the Open University). Of 
the universities, over 50 of 
them with between 7,000 
and 27,000 students offer 
virtually the full range of 
academic subject cate- 


gories. 

Colleges of higher edu- 
cation include general and 
specialist institutions. 
Although most of them are 
smaller than universities 
and offer a smaller range of 
courses, they nonetheless 
award degrees which are 
validated by universities. 
Large colleges, usually 
with more than 3,000 stu- 
dents, focus on business 
and management studies, 
humanities and education. 

Specialist colleges 

There are 17 specialist 
colleges which offer cours- 
es in just one academic sub- 
ject area such as art and 
design, business and man- 
agement, education, medi- 
cine or music. Although 16 
institutions were estab- 
lished by church bodies to 
provide teacher training, 
most have now diversified 
their subject provision. 

Higher education is also 
provided by another cat- 
egory of institutions, fur- 
ther education colleges of 
which there are some 300. 
More than 100 of these col- 
leges offer degree courses 
which are validated by 
universities. One in eight 
higher education students 
attends further education 


colleges: however, most of 
these students, about three- 
quarters. are part-time. 

Vital role 

There is no doubt that 
universities and colleges 
play a vital role in the polit- 
ical. economic, social and 
cultural life of the U.K.. 
and the recent expansion 
has meant that on increas- 
ing number of people are 
participating in the shaping 
of the society. Whatever 
else may be said about it. 
the expansion of higher 
education is leading to a 
less elitist society. But the 
most important aspect of 
an expanding education 
system is to tailor it to meet 
society’s needs. 

In a foreword to a Depart- 
ment for Education pam- 
phlet on “Higher Education 
in the 1990s”. Education 
Secretary Gillian Shephard 
put it most succinctly: “An 
increasingly knowledge- 
based economy and an 
even more competitive 
international economy will 
require a population ed- 
ucated to higher levels and 
standards. Universities and 
colleges will play a key- 
role... serving both the 
nation and their local com- 
munities. 
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Soci£t£ Generale in Jordan 



Established in 1864, Societe Generale is today France’s largest privatised banking 
group and ranks 19th worldwide in terms of assets*. 

Since the opening of its first overseas office in London in 1871, Societf Generale has 
gradually halt up a comprehensive international network which now comprises some 500 
outlets in 70 countries worldwide. 

As afitU service bank, Societe Generale is active in every sector of banking and 
finance ( commercial banking asset management, capital markets, specialised financing 
investment banking. . .), serving individual and business customers alike. 

In 1 987, Societe Geninde was the first of the big French banks to be pri vatis ed - a 
reflection of its sound financial health. Individual shareholders are today strongly 
represented m Societe Gdnirtde’s shareholder base, as are French and foreign institutional 
investors. 

* Source “The Banker’, July 1995. 


mjorsav, picssc contact: 

Mr. Walidhsbtid General Manager 
Soditi Gtnfrale Regional Representative Office, 

Sbmeisam, P. O. Box 35192 
Amman 11 180, Jordan 

Teb (962-6) 660016 Fax: (962-6) 67 58 70 Telex: 23 191 SGJO 



IDEALLY, YOUR BANK SHOULD BE WELL-CONNECTED 



The ideal bank Widesr choice in personal, private and corporate banking, with access m “..is 0 nn 

countries • Convenient locations throughout the Middle East • Member of one of the world 1 I- A ™ S ,n S7 

with assets exceeding 5300 billion and 3.000 offices in 68 countries Are we describing y ou bn n^k " 3 ^ ^ groups. 


IDEALLY, YOUR BANK SHOULD BE THE BBME 


.In TojV i (j^JuJLT s VV-H 

The British Bank of the Middle East 

HSBC* 

UmbrrHSKCav 




Area Ma na gement Office - Td: 607471 
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Clint Eastwood has only one dream left — golf on film 


By Caroline Smith 
Reuier 

LONDON — He has no 
dreams left to accomplish, 
no plans for future projects 
and does not want to work 
again this year, but Clint 
Eastwood has one goal 
from which it seems he will 
not be distracted. 

He aims to get his golf 
handicap down to single 
figures from IS. And be 
would love to make a golf- 
ing movie. 

"But there’s something 
about a golfing film, you 
need to scout the locations a 
lot,” said Eastwood, grin- 
ning widely at an audience 
of fans after a screening in 
London’s National Ffixn 
Theatre of his latest film 


The Bridges Of Madisoo 
County. 

Eastwood has recently 
completed directing and 
starring in the movie, an 
adult love story set in Iowa, 
co-starring Meryl Streep. 

It is a complete diversion 
from the gun-slinging, 
macho films Eastwood is 
best known for. Based on a 
romantic novel by Robert 
James Waller, the film cap- 
tures perfectly an illicit 
affair between a bored 
former’s wife and a roving 
photographer. 

She was bom in Italy and 
dreamed of a life quite dif- 
ferent to the rural small- 
town America she ended up 
in with a dull but loyal hus- 
band. He is mysterious and 


rugged and knows how to 
treat — and charm — a 
woman. 

Eastwood, who some 
would say was cast in a role 
intended for someone much 
younger than his 65 yeas, 
obviously identified with 
the untamed Robert 
Kincaid. 

.“I felt I’ve been some- 
what of a character like 
this. ..I used to travel around 
alone,” be said. But be 
added quickly that he Had 
never come across any 
longing housewives. 

The film looks at the story 
from Francesca Johnson’s 
point of view — the dilem- 
ma she faces when the pho- 
tographer with whom she 
has fallen deeply in love 



Clint Eastwood and Meryl Streep chat on the set of The Bridges Of Madison County 


implores her to leave her 
family and come on the 
road with him. 

Her strong sense of fami- 
ly weighs heavily and it is 
through her children, read- 
ing a vivid and moving 
account of the four-day 
affair in her journals after 
her death, that the audience 
discovers how deeply it 
affected her life. 

T thought it should be a 
romance,” said Eastwood, 
describing the film as a 
middle-aged love story. 
Both Eastwood and Streep 
give moving performances. 

Looking suave and 
relaxed in a pale grey suit 
with his silver hair shorter 
? *T)d slip-lew Than in the 
movie, Eastwood charmed 
his audience with anecdotes 
that went back to his days 
in Rawhide, the television 
series that gave him his big 
break. 

A CBS director casting 
the new 30-minute Western 
series picked him out and 
signed him np for the lead. 
The series began in 1959 
and ran for eight years. 

Eastwood said he began 
to learn the art of directing 
back then, watching the 
programmes being made 
week in, week out, even if 
the scripts were “really 
bad”. 

He- said acting and direct- 
ing together has its advan- 
tages — "I always listen to 
what the director says”. He 
obviously relishes his dual 
role. 

“Being behind the camera 
is a safer feeling. .J always 
threaten to quit one or the 
other but I never do” 


The early producers of 
Italian “spaghetti westerns” 
did not like Eastwood’s 
SOmnambuIant manner , 
preferring the lively and 
active style of Italian 
actors. But director Sergio 
Leone spotted the charac- 
teristics that were to make 
Eastwood into a cult figure. 

Leone cast him in the lead 
of his new film, A Fistful 
Of Dollars, which took first 
Italy, then the world, by 
storm. 

Later films, however, 
proved Eastwood could 
also adapt well to other 
roles. In 1969 he made the 
World War n adventure 
film Where Eagles Dare 
and the musical Paint Your 
Wagon. 

And in 1971, when Frank 
Sinatra sprained his wrist, 
Eastwood replaced him in 
Dirty Harry. Eastwood 
played a tough San 
Francisco cop in the film, 
which was the year’s sec- 
ond biggest box office suc- 
cess. 

Eastwood directed Play 
Misty For Me, a thriller 
about a disc-jockey pursued 
by an amorous fan, and dur- 
ing the makin g of Dirty 
Hairy he took over as direc- 
tor when Don Siegel fell ill. 

In 1992 he directed, pro- 
duced and starred in 
Unforgiven, a western that 
met with huge critical 
acclaim. The actor said it 
could have been “the per- 
fect last western,” but be 
was sure it was a genre that 
would continue. 

“It can always continue. 
It’s one of those genres 
everybody likes to revisit. 


I’d do another one if 1 could 
find the right story but 1 
haven’t,” he said. 

Eastwood won Oscars for 
best picture and best direc- 
tor for Unforgiven and was 
nominated for best actor. 

But he claims 1 m still has 
no idea what makes a good 
film, or why people go to 
the cinema at all. 

Tm always surprised 
when anybody wants to go 
and see anything.. J just 
make a film if I like it and if 
I read it and say Td like to 
see that’. Some of them fit 
in the commercial main- 
stream and some of them 
don't.” 

Wi nning the most coveted 
award in the film business 
was, for Eastwood, an 
experience be said be 
would rather not repeat. 

“The next day I was glad 
that was over. I said “let’s 
not do this again,’” be said. 

As for ambition, 
Eastwood said he had no 
dreams still to accomplish. 
He says be fulfilled all 
political ambitions with a 
stint as mayor of Carmel, 
California, in the 1980s. 

He has no interest in state 
politics and politely 
declined an invitation from 
the evening’s host to run for 
the prime ministership of 
Britain, one met with hilar- 
ity by the mainly-British 
audience. 

But there still remains 
that golf game. 


Australians mould 'soapies' for overseas markets 



By Belinda Goldsmith 

Reuter 

GOLD COAST, Australia 
— Sun, sand and all things 
tanned dial's what 
Australian soap operas are 
made of. 

And the formula is win- 
ning international success. 

Two out of the three soap 
operas, or ‘soapies’, cur- 
rently in production in 
Australia are set in or 
around beaches. 

Overseas television sta- 
tions are willing to pay for 
all that sunshine, although 
many Australians are as 
likely to groan when the 
theme music starts. 

A fourth soap. Pacific 
Drive, which went into pro- 
duction this week on 
Queensland’s Gold Coast, 
home of Australian beach 
culture, has already been 
sold overseas without prior 
viewing. 

( ‘The sunny climate and 
casual talk is very appeal- 
ing at a gut level,” said 
Smart Cunningham, direc- 


tor of the Centre of Media 
Policy at the Queensland 
University of Technology. 

But Mr. Cunningham said 
the sunny life and classless 
society were not the only 
reasons Australian soaps 
were so successful. They 
are made cheaply, are in 
English and are geared for 
teenagers. 

According to the 
Australian Bureau of 
Statistics, 63 million 
Australian dollars ($47 
million) was earned in 
1993/94 (to June 30) from 
Australian television 
exports of which a vast 
number were soaps. 

A soap is defined as a ser- 
ial where episodes roll into 
one whereas each episode 
in a series has a self-con- 
tained story. 

Britain was the biggest 
buyer of programmes, 
spending $21 million, fol- 
lowed by the United States 
at $5 million, then New 
Zealand and Japan. 

But Mr. Cunningham, co- 
writer of a book, Australian 


Television And 

International Mediascapes. 
due for 1996 release, said 
this figure was too conserv- 
ative and exports were 
triple this amount 

The most popular soap. 
Neighbours, which cele- 
brated its 10th birthday this 
year, is sold to over 35 
nations including Russia. 

Based in a Melbourne 
suburb, this soap launched 
the careers of Australian 
singing stars Kylie 
Minogue and Jason 
Donovan. 

The other two soaps cur- 
rently in production are 
Home And Away and Echo 
Point which are both 
beach-based. 

Network Ten, however, 
this month announced plans 
to axe Echo Point but is 
planning to replace the 
show with a new soap 
based in a holiday island 
resort off Queensland’s 
north coast 

Ml Cunningham said the 
outdoor lifestyle of 
Australian soaps was more 


healthy than Ameri ca’s gin- 
soaked Dallas, anorexic 
Models Inc, or Britain's 
lager-guzzling Eastenders. 

A survey in London last 
year found Australian soaps 
were low in alcohol and 
high in fibre compared to 
British serials. 

The survey by the BBC’s 
Good Food vegetarian 
magazine praised Home 
And Away and Neighbours 
as health-food role models 
with diets of fruit vegeta- 
bles, fish, and brown bread. 

In contrast the survey 
said Britain’s Coronation 
Street was the unhealthiest 
with characters downing 
fry-ups and alcohol. 

Several Australian pro- 
duction companies have 
realised the earning poten- 
tial of a soap opera with a 
beach culture. 

Village Roadshow 

Pictures and New World 
Entertainment of the United 
States in 1993 launched 
Paradise Beach, a low bud- 
get teen soap set on the 
Gold Coast in southern 


Queensland, targeting the 
U.S. market, which 
demands more glamour 
than Britain. 

The programme was sold 
to over 20 countries in 
Europe, parts of Asia and 
South America before bit- 
ting the screen. 

The show starred former 
models with little or no act- 
ing experience, and mini- 
mal clothing, as its lead 
actors. 

It flopped within months. 

“The quality of writing 
was not up to standard,” 
said Sue Turnbull, a media 
studies lecturer at La Trobe 
University. 

A spokesman for Village 
Roadshow on the Gold 
Coast said Paradise Beach 
was a hit overseas but did 
not rate in Australia. 

“We still get letters now 
from overseas viewers ask- 
ing where the beaches are 
so it was. great for tourism,” 
be told Renters. 

But he said Village and 
New World had now started 
woiking on Pacific Drive, 


with experienced actors this 
time. ' 

Again the programme has 
already been sold overseas. 

Ms. Turnbull said it 
would seem overseas mar- 
kets cannot see enough 
Australian soaps, even run- 
ning old programmes like 
The Sullivans, Prisoner, 
Country Practice and E- 
StreeL 

But despite the success 
overseas, Australian audi- 
ences are switching to other 
channels when soaps come 
on. 

“The soap operas being 
made in Australia are more 
popular overseas than they 
are here,” said Ms. 

Turnbull, the co-editor of 
Tomorrow Never Knows, a 
monograph on Australian 
soap operas. 

“Here, viewers are 
switching from soaps to 
watch more drama,” she 
said. 


S. Africa’s ballet loss is U.K.’s gain 


By Robyn Green 

Reuser 

PRETORIA — Foreign bal- 
let companies are scouting 
for talent in newly democ- 
ratic South Africa and one 
of the first dancers to leave 
for a foreign stage is the 
country’s most promising 
young ballerina, Leticia 
Muller. 

Ms. Muller, 24, started at 
Britain’s Binningham 
Royal Ballet at the begin- 
ning of August. 

^Sbe is one of the most 
powerful stage presences I 
have ever seen ” said David 
Bintiey, newly appointed 
artistic director of the 
British company. 

“1 have seen most of the 
great dancers and she is up 
there with them.” Decades 
ago South African dancers 
such as Deanne Beigsma, 
Merle Paries, John Cranko, 
Hendrik Gavel and Harold 
King were snatched up by 
overseas companies. 

But the apartheid racial 
system which led to the 
country’s cultural, political 
and economic isolation also 
meant generations of 
dancers were lost to the 
worid and foreign ballet 
Personalities shied away 
from visiting white-ruled 
South Africa. 

“We have suffered from 
die boycott,” said dance 
critic Adrienne Sichel. “We 
nave wonderful talent. The 


dance world has always 
known that South Africa 
had a hell of a reputation. 
People were just not sure 
what was here anymore.” 

All that has changed since 
the election of President 
Nelson Mandela as the 
country’s first black presi- 
dent last year. 

Choreographers, produc- 
ers mid performers started 
to visit and most have been 
pleasantly surprised by the 
standards. 

Mr. Bindey said of Ms. 
Muller “I am creating a 
role for her. I see her as my 
muse. She inspires me enor- 
mously." 

Ms. Muller will have her 
British debut in Mr. 
Biodey’s ‘Carmina 

Burana’, set to Carl Orff’s 
score, on September 27. 

“It was an dffer I could 
not refuse. Deep down I 
knew I had to go,” the soft- 
spoken ballerina told 
Reuters. 

Ms. Muller, who soared 
through the rigid hierarchy 
at South Africa’s leading 
classical dance company, 
pact ballet to become its 
youngest principal ever, 
was spotted by Mr. Bintiey 
last year in Pretoria. 

“I thought he thought I 
was dreadful. It seemed like 
he did not notice me at all,” 
said Ms. Muller. But the 
complete opposite was true. 

Nothing was said at the 


time, but a Christmas card 
followed by a formal letter 
from Ml Bintiey to Ms. 
Muller, who agonised quiet- 
ly for months over her deci- 
sion before finally making 
the move. 

Ms. Muller was also per- 
sonally affected by 
apartheid. She was unable 
to live in South Africa for 
the first 15 years of her life. 

Her German father and 
South African-Chinese 
mother were an ‘illegal’ 
couple under apartheid leg- 
islation which banned 
mixed marriages. 

They could not live 
together in South Africa and 
had no option but to live in 
Germany, where Ms. 
Muller was bom in 1970. 

“My mother was terribly 
homesick,” said Ms. 
Muller. “In 1985, when I 
was 15, we were able to 
come borne.” 

A further irony was that 
when she auditioned for 
Pact’s classical company, 
she was not accepted. She 
then chose to dance for the 
contemporary company, 
and it was only a year later 
that she was invited to join 
the Corps de Ballet. 

Five years later she was 
elevated to top ranking. 

“It really frightens me,” 
said Ms. Muller of her 
move. “I don’t know if I can 
live up to people’s expecta- 
tions” 


Rock hall a place for quiet, too 


By Rich Harris 

The Associated Press 
CLEVELAND — There is 
no rock ‘n’ roll in the Rock 
and Roll Hall of Fame. The 
memorabilia section of the 
Rock and Roll Hall of Fame 
and museum, which opens 
to the public Saturday, is 
alive with the music it cele- 
brates. But the Hall of Fame 
is silent and dark. Which is 
just how the music shrine’s 
backers envisioned it. 

That’s probably the one 
place where we allow you 
to be a little reverential,” 
said museum director 
Dennis Banie. To be a lit- 
tle quiet with your thoughts, 
to contemplate what these 
people meant to you.” 

Visitors enter the Hall of 
Fame by a circular staircase 

- in every crowd, at least 
one wit will dub it the 
"stairway to heaven,” after 
the Led* Zeppelin tune — 
leading to the somber 
chamber atop the six-story 
pyramid-shaped building. 

The names and auto- 
graphs of inductees from A1 
Green to Elvis Presley are 
etched in white on panels of 
black glass. Short biogra- 
phies and pictures of the 
stars fade in and out on tiny 
television screens. 

There is no music, no 
sound The vaulted ceilings 
are faintly lit — appropri- 
ately, in a deep puiple glow 

— giving the hall a sort of 


planetarium feel 

"There’s a nice moment 
of being one with the great 
stars of rock *n’ roll - hav- 
ing a chance to just think 
about them and not have to 
react to their performance, 
to the sound, or be over- 
whelmed by being in the 
presence of their guitar or 
their costume,” Barrie said 
during a media preview of 
the $92 million museum. 

Architect I.M. Pei 
designed the glass, chrome 
and steel pyramid, built on 
the shore of Lake Erie. The 
ribbon-cutting ceremony 
was on Friday. 

From vintage television 
sets and early recording 
equipment to the clayma- 
tion figures used in a recent 
alice in chains rock video, 
the history of rock ‘n’ roll is 
illustrated in photos, 
videos, interactive comput- 
er exhibits and memorabil- 
ia. 

Costumes on display 
include Madonna’s cone- 
breasted "blonde ambition” 
outfit and a leather jumpsuit 
wont by Elvis. The huge 
white wall from Pink 
Floyd’s The Wall tour 
shares a floor with a movie 
theatre. 

Also among the memora- 
bilia: the Temptations’ 
gold-tone, four-prong 
microphone stand and sec- 
tions of Otis Redding’s 
doomed private plane. 


Interactive tonch-screens 
display a stylised flow chart 
showing the influences of 
musical pioneers on later 
stats. Touch a photo of the 
Beatles, bear a snippet of I 
Want To Hold Your Hand 
then see and bear how Little 
Richard influenced Paul 
McCartney. On a tiny video 
inset, Tutti Fnitti segues 
into the fab four singing 
Tm Down. 

Other interactive exhibits 
give biographies and 
discographies of rock per- 
formers and chart 500 of the 
songs that influenced rock 
‘n’ roll. 

And the museum res- 
onates with music, from 
rock to Motown, from the 
British invasion to Seattle’s 
grunge. 

But not the Hall of Fame. 

"Very early on, even 
before we knew whai the 
actual hall of fame was 
going to look like, it was 
always derided that it 
would be a quiet and rever- 
ential, contemplative type 
of place,” said Bill Hulett, 
co-chairman of the hall’s 
board of trustees. 

“It would be a little tough 
to have a lot of music up 
there anyway," he said. 
"Whose music would you 
play?” 



Cat Stevens 


No room for 
old love 
songs in Cat 
Stevens’ life 


By Jill Serjeant 
Reuter 

LONDON — Former 
British pop star Cat 
Stevens, whose ballads 
captured the hearts of mil- 
lions in the mid-1970s, 
has returned to the record- 
ing studios for the first 
time in 17 years. 

But the man who turned 
his back on the music 
industry in the late 1970s 
to further the cause of 
Islam says there’s no 
place for catchy love 
songs in his new life. 

Now known as Yusuf 
Islam, his new double 
album is a 66-minute nar- 
ration of the life of the 
Prophet Mohammad and 
recordings of three tradi- 
tional Islamic songs. 

Teenagers who once 
swooned at his looks and 
sang along to 
Moonshadow, Lady 
D’Arbanville and 

Morning Has Broken are 
being replaced by yonug 
women in heads carves 
and Arab businessmen 
who prefer his rendition 
of the “adhan” call to 
prayer. 

“I would divide my old 
songs into two. The spiri- 
tual ones, and those that 
are simply love songs 
which I would not recom- 
mend,” said Yusuf. 

“In the context of the 
Islamic way of life, love 
songs should be connect- 
ed with marriage and a lot 
of the songs leave that 
completely out of the 
equation,” be said 

London-born Cat 
Stevens sold 25 million 
albums around the world 
before abandoning the 
music industry in 1978 
after converting to Islam. 
He had eight consecntive 
gold albums, 10 hit sin- 
gles in Britain and 14 in 
the United States. 

Now a bearded 48-year 
old, be has no plans to 
return to the pop world 
despite still buoyant sales 
of old albums like Tea For 
The Tillerman. 

That chapter is closed. 
The records are there. 
They are still spinning. 
But if you want to know 
about me now, then listen 
to this CD,” he said. 

Calm and unruffled, 
Yusuf says he has finally 
found the peace and direc- 
tion he had been search- 
ing for since a teenager. 

“Many of the songs I 
wrote were unknowingly 
indications of the kind of 
person I wanted to be. 
Things like Peace Train 
and Morning Has Broken 
were all a feeling of 
stretching out for some- 
thing higher than this 
world. 

There is nothing. 1 real- 
ly miss about the pop 
world. I am very happy 
with the balance of my 
life at the moment,” he 
said. 

Yusuf said his new 
recording The Life Of The 
Prophet Mohammad was 
probably the most impor- 
tant record he had made. 


“I was stunned to find 
out that basic information 
about the Prophet 
Mohammad is not known 
by the general public, so I 
was inspired to produce 
this biography from 
which 1 hope people will 
get to know, understand 
and benefit from the 
Prophet as much as I 
have,” he said. 

He speaks and sings in 
both English and Arabic 
and the recording is 
expected to sell well both 
to Muslims and curious 
Western fans of his former 
style. 

Bom Steven Georgiou, 
Stevens was popular as 
much for his dark good 
looks as his tuneful, 
catchy songs in the 1960s 
and 1970s. He found early 
success with Matthew 
And Son, which told the 
story of a family company 
and exemplified his pen- 
chant for unusual lyrics. 

The First Cut Is The 
Deepest, Here Comes My 
Baby and Wild World, 
other Stevens composi- 
tions, were made famous 
by others. After suffering 
tuberculosis in 1968, 
Stevens signed with the 
Island Label in 1970 
which ushered in his gold- 
en period. 

Tea For The Ullenttan, 
Teaser And The Firecat 
and Catch Bull At Four 
were huge successes, but 
Stevens became increas- 
ingly disillusioned with 
pop and its pressures and 
by the late 1970s had 
become a virtual recluse. 

Now married with five 
children, Yusuf has used 
the money be earned as a 
pop star to set up an 
Islamic school in London 
for 180 children and also 
helps to run four charity 
organisations. 

He feels he should use 
the fame undimioished by 
17 years of near silence to 
correct “exaggerated, out 
of context and distorted” 
perceptions of Islam, 
especially in the West 

He has toned down his 
public condemnation of 
author Salman Rushdie, 
who was condemned to 
death by the late Ayatollah 
Khomeini for allegedly 
blaspheming Islam in his 
book The Satanic Verses. 

Yusuf initially support- 
ed the fatwa in a move 
that dismayed many of his 
former Western fans. But 
he used the September 
launch of his new record- 
ing to put the record 
straight. 

“Rushdie’s book by his 
own confession, is based 
on fiction. My work is 
based on facts. 

Therefore people are 
free, they now have a 
choice, so let them listen 
and see which side of the 
story they are more 
inclined to believe,” be 
said in a statement. 
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Pig-human heart transplant breakthrough claimed 


By Jill Seijeant 

Reuter 

LONDON — A British 
research company claimed 
a major breakthrough in 

tr ans pl antin g animal organs 

into humans and said it 
hoped to start clinical trials 
putting pig hearts into peo- 
ple within a year. 

Cambridge-based 
Imutran, which in 1992 
bred the first “transgenic” 
pig bearing a heart with a 
human gene, said its 


advance in technology 
could make the worldwide 
shortage of heart, kidney 
and lung transplant donors 
a thing of the past 

"What we are announcing 
will give hope to thousands 
of patients around the world 
who would otherwise die as 
a result of waiting for a 
transplant,’' Imutran chief 
executive Christopher 
Samler told a news confer- 
ence. 

“These (transgenic pig) 
hearts and kidneys work. 


We have overcome the 
problems associated with 
hyperacute rejection. This 
represents a major break- 
through and a step forward 
to finding a solution to the 
organ donation crisis,” Me 
Samler added. 

Imutran has bred a herd of 
pigs whose hearts have 
been genetically manipulat- 
ed with a human gene. Its 
experiments on monkeys 
have shown that primates 
can be tricked into accept- 
ing a pig organ without 


almost instant rejection. 

Tire most recent experi- 
ments showed monkeys 
surviving for an average of 
40 days with their new 
hearts, far longer than pre- 
vious tests in the United 
States in which survival 
rates of only 30 hours were 
recorded. 

Imutran said it had 
applied for the necessary 
approval from medical ethi- 
cal bodies governing genet- 
ic technology around the 
world and was “moving 


with alacrity” through the 
procedures. 

If all goes well, it plans to 
start clini cal trials trans- 
planting transgenic pig 
hearts into humans on about 
four or five patients at 
Cambridge's Papworth 
Hospital in early 1996. 

The company shrugged 
off possible moral objec- 
tions over the use of pigs to 
save humans. 

“We have been using pig 
insulin for decades and pig 
heart valves. You can't 


accept the use of a pig heart 
valve and then object to 
using .the whole heart to 
save someone’s life,” said 
research director David 
White. “I don’t see serious 
ethical issues in using pigs 
for transplants.” 

Transplant operations 
between humans, started in 
the 1970s, have been so 
successful that demand now 
far outstrips supply. 

About 30,000 people are 
on U.S. waiting lists for 
transplants. But tire number 


of donors is at best static 
and in some countries, such 
as France and Germany, it 
is felling. 

Scientists say pigs are the 
most suitable animals for 
trans plantation because 
their organs are roughly the 
same size, as those of 
humans. Their fast breeding 
and large litters will also 
ensure plentiful supplies. 

Imutran said it did not 
expect the transplant tech- 
nology to be generally 
available for at least five 


years. 

“If this technology suc- 
ceeds we will be able to 
help a lot more people lead 
not only longer but fuller 
lives," said John Wallwork, 
head of transplant surgery 
at Papworth Hospital. 

The U.S. venture banking 
company Warburg, Pincus 
and Co is the major share- 
holder in Imutran. 


New study suggests better 
methods for preventing strokes 


Sniffing lavender helps 
folks sleep, study says 


By Christopher Connell 

The Associated Press 
WASHINGTON — Wider 
use of a common medicine 
that prevents blood clots in 
patients with fast, erratic 
heart beats could prevent 
40,000 strokes a year, a 
government-backed 
research study said. 

The researchers also rec- 
ommended better targeting 
of which patients should 
undergo carotid endartec- 
tomies, a procedure to clear 
the fat from blocked arter- 
ies. 

Dr. David B. Matchar of 


Duke University, the princi- 
pal investigator for the 
stroke-prevention study, 
said 5 per cent of 
Americans over age 65 
have atrial fibrillation, in 
which the heart beats rapid- 
ly and erratically and which 
makes them more prone to 
blood clots. 

Some 80,000 of these 
people suffer strokes each 
year in tire United States. 

"’Our research ... indi- 
cates that optimal treatment 
with Warfarin, a drug that 
keeps dangerous clots from 
forming, can reduce the 


incidence of stroke in these 
patients by 50 per cent and 
could reduce the cost of 
stroke care by at least $600 
milli on a year,” he said. 

Warfarin has been avail- 
able for half a century, but 
Dr Matchar said "it is 
underused because many 
physicians are concerned 
about its potential to cause 
bleeding in some patients.” 

But bleeding can be large- 
ly avoided with careful 
monitoring, Dr. Matchar 
said, and "when properly 
administered, we estimate 
that for every major bleed- 


ing complication it causes, 
the drug prevents 20 
strokes and deaths.” 

The study is unfinished, 
but its sponsor, fee U:S. 
Agency for Health Care 
Policy and Research, took 
the unprecedented step of 
announcing the results 
early. 

"We feel these findings 
can have such a profound 
effect on the lives of people 
at risk for stroke that we 
couldn’t wait until this 
study is finished next 
year," said Clifton R. Gaus, 
the agency adminis trator . 


By Randi Hotter 
Epstein 

The Associated Press 

LONDON — Forget sleep- 
ing pills. Take a whiff of 
lavender. 

The sweet smell of laven- 
der oil helped four elderly 
insomniacs fell asleep 
quicker and sleep longer, a 
researcher says. Three of 
them stopped taking seda- 
tives. 

"On this limi ted, prelimi- 
nary study, we got evidence 
to say there might be an 
effect,” said Dn David 
Stretch, a researcher at the 
University of Leicester in 
central England. He said a 


large trial would be neces- 
sary' to verify the findings. 

His report is published in 
a letter in the Lancet, a 
British medical journal. 

"The results ' are very 
intriguing and -very consis- 
tent with what we and oth- 
ers have found," said Dr. 
Alan Hirsch, director of the 
Smell and Taste Research 
Centre in Chicago. 

Dr. Hirsch suspects laven- 
der may have an even more 
powerful effect on young 
insomniacs because people 
tend to lose their sense of 
smell with age. 

The new study involved 
four nursing home resi- 
dents, all over the age of 65. 


Three had been taking 
sleeping pills every night, 
but stopped taking them 
two weeks prior to the 
study. 

They had trouble sleeping 
without any treatment But 
the aroma of lavender, 
investigators found, 

worked just as well as 
sleeping pills. 

The other subject who 
was not taking sedatives, 
slept much better with 
lavender: 

Dr. Hirsch said the olfac- 
tory bulb, the nose’s nerve 
centre, lies close to the 
brain’s reticular activating 
system, which controls the 
sleep-wake cycle. 


He speculated that chemi- 
cals in the lavender oil 
flowed through the nose 
into the brain, somehow 
altering the biology of the 
sleep centre. 

Dr. Stretch said he did not 
know whether the lavender 
oil worked like a drug, 
altering brain chemistry, or 
whether its effect was sim- 
ply as a placebo. 

"Smells are very difficult 
to study in the sense of 
being able to say whether 
anything is pharmacologi- 
cal or psychological,” said 
Dr. Stretch. 


Indian scientists develop 


‘quick AIDS test ’ 


NEW DELHI (R) — Indian 
scientists have developed a 
simple blood test that takes 
only seconds to detect 
whether a person has the 
AIDS vi rus, th e Press Trust 
of India (PIT) said. 

The new method, requir- 
ing no more than a drop of 
blood and a special chemi- 
cal reagent, could prove a 
low-cost tool for fighting 
the deadly disease, espe- 
cially in poor countries 
lacking sophisticated health 
care equipment, it said. 

It could also enable 
Indian blood banks to 
screen all blood fen: the 
virus before storing it 


Many of the country's 
1,100 banks do not current- 
ly screen blood because 
they lack equipment PTI 
said. 

The new test developed 
by biochemists at Delhi 
University, gave the correct 
analysis on all but ooe of 
100 random samples, PTI 
said. 

But the biochemists want 
to test at least 2,000 sam- 
ples before deciding 
whether it should be mar- 
keted, the agency said. 

“The rapidity and sim- 
plicity are the main virtues 
of this test," PTI quoted 
Vijay Chaudhary, who 


helped develop the test as 
saying. Dr. Chaudhary and 
other scientists who worked 
on the test could not be 
reached for comment 

Currently tests to detect 
the two human immunode- 
ficiency viruses, HIV-1 and 
HTV-2, require a centrifuge 
for separating blood as well 
as equipment which runs on 
electricity, not always 
available in poor, rural 
regions of the world, PTI 
said. 

HTV can lead to the dead- 
ly acquired immuno-defi- 
dency syndrome (AIDS). 

In the case of the test 
developed in Delhi, all that 


is required is a glass slide 
and a reagent or a sub- 
stance used in chemical 
reactions, prepared through 
recombinant deoxyribonu- 
cleic add, or DNA. 

PTI said a drop of blood 
and a drop of reagent are 
mixed on a glass slide with 
aplastic stick. 

Within five to 10 seconds 
the blood will “dump”, as 
milk does when lime juice 
is added to it if the sample 
has the HTV virus. 
Otherwise, there is no 
change in the appearance of 
the blood, PTI said. 
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Ln«l Wi.fkN Cryplogra m, 

I- Busy expert farmer moves to condo in the city and 
receive*, payments from the Kovernoient far not growing 
munhroomn in hii» window box. 

■2. Grubbing his bulging baggage, globetrotter hoards big jet 
and begins a lengthy journey to Gabon. Gibraltar and 
Bulgaria. 

3. Perfect sign in a muffler shop: No appointment necessary] 
I'll hear you coming. 

4. Perhaps there are too many uncivil employees in our civil 
service? 

ntVPTOflRAHS 
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WAYS. Kit. — By Dunne II. MeGogy 
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WMM.MA link M-I.MA. — |ly Frank N. Stein 


Family closeness is key 
for chronically ill 


WASHINGTON, D.C. — 
Family closeness ranked as 
a key factor in the emotion- 
al well-being of teenagers 
grappling with chronic ill- 
ness, a recent study found. 

The study compared 
1,683 middle school and 
high school students with 
chronic illnesses to a simi- 
lar number of students 
without chronic illnesses in 
each of five ethnic groups: 
Euro pean-Ameri can, 
African-American, Asian, 
American Indian, and 
Hispanic. Chronic condi- 
tions included cerebral 
palsy, muscular dystrophy, 
diabetes, and seizure disor- 
ders, along worth arthritis, 
scoliosis, and asthma, if 
severe enough to limi t daily 
activities. 

The researchers assessed 
the students perception of 
their emotional well-being. 
They also measured factors 


which might affect their 
emotional health, such as 
concerns about peer rela- 
tionships, worries about 
school, and concerns about 
future occupations, as well 
as their sense of their body 
image and their perception 
of their family’s closeness. 

i 

For adolescents with ill- 
nesses, the leading factors 
influencing emotional well- 
being were first their body 
imag e, and second family 
closeness. For adolescents 
without a chronic illness, 
the most important factor 
was family closeness, fol- 
lowed by body image. 

Students who perceived 
their family connectedness 
as high obtained signifi- 
cantly higher emotional 
well-being scores than 
those who saw it as moder- 
ate. However, those per- 


ceiving family closeness as 
moderate obtained signifi- 
cantly higher scores than 
those who perceived their 
family as not very dose. 

More students with 
chronic conditions had neg- 
ative body images than stu- 
dents free from these ill- 
nesses. Also a slightly high- 
er percentage of chronically 
ill students saw their family 
connectedness as low. They 
also had more worries 
about peer relationships 
and the future. 

In all five ethnic groups 
family closeness and a pos- 
itive sense of body image 
were the two most impor- 
tant factors in predicting 
emotional well-being, 
whether a chronic illness 
was present or not, the 
researchers noted. They 
concluded that a family car- 
ing and belonging “is indis- 
pensable to adolescent 


emotional well-being ” 

They noted, “although 
adolescents with chronic 
conditions do less well than 
adolescents without chronic 
conditions, having a dis- 
ability is not the most influ- 
ential factor on emotional 
well-being. Family ' con- 
nectedness is of fundamen- 
tal importance for adoles-. 
cents’ emotional health.” 
Since more students with 
chronic illnesses ranked 
family closeness as low, the 
researchers recommended 
strengthening a sense of 
family belonging, while at 
the same time avoiding 
parental overprotectedness 
which may lower the ado- 
lescent’s sense of self and 
body image — U.S. 
National Institute of 
Healthcare Research. 


Crib death 
decreases 


WASHINGTON, D.C. — 
Crib death decreases dra- 
matically in countries 
where parents follow rec- 
ommendations that infants 
sleep on their side or back. 
So suggests a new study 
from the Netherlands pub- 
lished in a recent issue of 
Archives of Disease in 
Childhood. 

The investigation showed 
a drop in the number of crib 
deaths from 1.04 deaths per 
one thousand in 1986 to 
0.44 deaths per one thou- 
sands in Netherlands. The 
decrease is thought to be 
due to a decline in the prac- 
tice of placing infants in the 
prone position (lying on 
their “stomachs”) dropping 
from 60 per cent in 1986 to 
only 10 per cent in 1992. 
Dutch health authorities 
began educating parents in 
1986 to avoid the prone 
sleeping position for their 
baby. Why sleep position- 
ing makes such a difference 
is unknown. 

Death in infants associat- 


ed with respiratory illness- 
es also decreased. Although 
no one knows why crib 
death occurs, it is more 
likely with prematurity, 
maternal smoking and drug 
use, respiratory illnesses, 
and overheating. 

Australia and Britain fol- 
lowed the Dutch lead in 
1991 in conducting nation- 
al campaigns to decrease 
the number of infants 
sleeping on their “stom- 
achs.” For the last year 
most pediatricians and fam- 
ily practice doctors in the 
United States also have 
been recommending that 
parents keep their infants 
on their sides or back. This 
study confirms the wisdom 
of such recommendations 
— U.S. National Institute 
of Healthcare Research. 


ANSWERS 
BANK OF KNOWLEDGE 

1. Egypt, where the ancient kings were buried in 
secret places. 

2. A pangolin is a Malayan scaly and -eater. 

3: Quicksilver. 

4. Gilded bronze — Used for decorating furniture. 

5. Ben Nevis (highest peak in U.K., 4, 406 ft). The 
others are Volcanoes. 

6. A green gem. 

PUZZLE ME 



1. 


4 


I 





JORDAN TIMES, THURSDAY-FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 21- 22, 1995 


Or 2 \ 


19 9S 


Features 


Mexico’s warrior peasants arm for revolt 


A stone’s throw from 

the % 

beaches of Acapulco, 

the J 

stage is set for violence. 

Phu i 

Davison reports from Atoya- % 

quillo 

1 


IN THE southern Mexican 
state of Guerrero, in the 
lush, barely accessible hills 
above the glitzy resort of 
Acapulco, history is repeat- 
ing itself. As in the late 
sixties, peasants are arming 
themselves against a widely 
bated state governor by the 
name of Ruben Figueroa. 

That was the name of the 
governor who launched a 
“dirty war” against Guer- 
rero peasants who revolted 
a generation ago. Now his 
son, of the same, name, 
faces a new peasant rebel- 
lion which mirrors last 
year’s Zapatista uprising in 
the state of Chiapas, farther 
south, but threatens to be 
even more explosive. More 
explosive because Guerrer- 
o's peasants have tradi- 
tionally lived up to the 
nam e they gave the state: 
Guerrero means “warrior”. 

Their battling reputation 
began with the tough resist- 
ance of local Nahua Indians 
to die Spanish conquest, 
followed by the state's key 
role in the independence 
struggle against Spain, its 
strong support for the re- 
volutionary leader Emi- 
hano Zapata, and the 1967- 
74 peasant uprising led by 
Luao Cabanas and his Par- 
ty of die Poor. 

Local peasant and 
human-rights leaders say 
repression by Governor 
Figueroa’s state police since 
be took over two-and-a-half 
years ago is far worse than 
that which led Cabanas to 
take to the hills against the 
late Ruben Figeroa senior 
in 1967. The climax came 
on June 28 this year, when 
300 paramilitary policemen 
ambushed two lonyloads of 
peasants in a remote gulch 
near this village, opening 
fire from palm groves, kill- 
ing 17 and wounding 14. 

“Since then, the situation 
has been really tense,” said 
Victor Cardona, an official 


in the town of Atoyac, 50 
miles west of Acapulco, 
where Cabanas’s seven- 
year rebellion began. 

We sat in the main square 
outside the town hall, in the 
shade of tamarind and man- 
go trees, where Figueroa's 
police lolled eight people m 
May 1967 during an anti- 
government rally. Cabanas, 
who had just made an anti- 
government speech, 
escaped and took to the 
hills, initiating a seven-year 
guerrilla uprising of several 
hundred armed peasants. 

After Cabanas kidnap- 
ped Figueroa for four 
months in 1974, the gov- 
ernor’s men stepped up 
their “dirty war”, kilting, 
torturing or “disappearing" 
hundreds of guer 11a sym- 
pathisers and far .ty mem- 
bers. A secret force known 
as the White Brigade, in- 
cluding federal Mexican 
troops and Guerrero state 
police, tracked Cabanas 
down and trilled him in De- 
cember 1974. He remains a 
folk hero in these hills, on a 
par with Zapata. “Lurio 
lives,” says red-painted 
graffiti outside the town 

hall 

“That the people have 
weapons, there is no 
doubt,” said Mr. Cardona, 
who supports the Democra- 
tic Revolution Party 
(PRD), the main centre-left 
opposition to the governing 
Institutional Revolutionary 
Party (PRI). “They’ve been 
preparing. They always car- 
ried guns, mostly hunting 
rifles, for self-defence. But 
now they're getting other 
weapons. If people keep 
attacking them, they'll use 
them.” 

Javier Mojica, an Aca- 
pulco general practitioner 
who runs the independent 
Centre for the Promotion 
and ' Defence of Human 
Rights, said: “Armed strug- 
gle may be inevitable. Con- 
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Military police march through San Andres Larrainzer, southern Mexico, to provide security at 


between Zapatista rebels and the 


ditions are certainly right. 
Repression is far worse 
than in the Seventies under 
Figueroa senior. As people 
here say: ‘Hijo de tigre, 
pintito’,” the Spanish 
equivalent of “like father, 
like son.” 

Florencio Salazar, a for- 
mer federal MP for the rul- 
ing PRI, said recently: “A 
new guerrilla war is possi- 
ble. The conditions exist, 
and there are radical' ele- 
ments seeking violence to 
change the order of things." 

The vanguard of new 
peasant revolt is the 
Peasant Organisation of the 
Southern Sierra (OCSS), 
remarkably similar to the 
semi-clandestine peasant 
groups that operated in 
Chiapas before crystallising 
into the Zapatista National 
Liberation Army (EZLN), 
which hit world headlines 
on New Year’s Day 1994. 
According to Lurio Caba- 
nas's brother Dayjd, in pris- 
on in Mexico City for his 


own anti-government guer- 
rilla activities, the old Party 
of the Poor still exists and is 
supporting both the Guer- 
rero rebellion and the 
Zapatista cause. 

The Mexican authorities 
believe the Party of the 
Poor was behind a wave of 
“sympathy” bomb attacks 
around the nation in the 
days following the Chiapas 
rebellion. 

“This is a dispersed 
army, fed by new genera- 
tions,” Mr. Cabanas said. 
“With more groups, the 
task will be easier. Victory 
is closer at hand.” 

The word in these hills is 
that the Party of the Poor or 
a related political guerrilla 
group was behind last year's 
kidnapping of Mexico’s 
best-known banker, Alfre- 
do Harp Helu. Carlos Sali- 
nas, then the president, cal- 
led tlje kidnappers common , 
criminals. But it later 
emerged that Father Max- 
imo Gomez, a Catholic 


priest from Atoyac widely 
said to have contact with 
anti-government guerrillas, 
had mediated Mr. Harp’s 
release in exchange for $17 
million. 

The tortuous trip to the 
mountain hamlet of Atoya- 
quitio, barely 10 miles from 
tiie Pacific coast but requir- 
ing a four-wheel-drive vehi- 
cle to negotiate a deep- 
rutted mud path and several 
fast-flowing rivers, reveals 
the sub-human poverty in 
which the majority of Guer- 
rero peasants live. It was 
from this village of 500 
souls that the victims of the 
June 28 massacre came, 
some to shop, others to 
demand a decent road, 
farm credits and fertiliser 
for their corn plots. 

Even in less tense times, 
it is not a place for outsiders 
to venture. There are com- 
mon bandits, heavily-armed 
police who act with impun- 
ity and pistoieros working 
for the efrug lords who pay 


peasants to grow marijuana 
and opium poppies instead 
of com, beans or coffee. 

Hilda Navarrete Gorjon, 
an extraordinary peasant 
woman who sells tacos in 
the market in Goyuca while 
running a peasant human- 
rights group called La Voz 
de los Sin Voz (the Voice of 
the Voiceless), said I would 
be safe with her, at least 
from the peasant guerrillas.' 

As we negotiated a 100- 
yard-wide cascading river 
on what she assured me was 
a stone dam only a couple 
of feet beneath the surface 
but invisible to a stranger's 
eye, she said she had often 
seen armed men by the 
roadside. “They know me. 
They know my blue banda- 
na,” she said, adjusting it to 
a more visible position 
across her bead. Passing the 
scene of the June massacre, 
at Hammocks Creek, she 
launched into a touching 
local corrido about the kill- 
ings 


“I’m going to sing you a 
ballad, without aggravation 
and without disgust, about 
what happened in the dis- 
trict of Coyuca, not far 
from Acapulco." she sang. 

Blood-soaked coconuts 
and the beginnings of what 
the peasants call a Monu- 
ment of Ignominy marked 
the site. When we reached 
AtoyaquiUo, where dogs, 
cows, huge black pigs and 
chickens mingled with men, 
women and children inside 
mud huts, survivors de- 
scribed bow the police bad 
blocked the path and 
opened fixe for 10 minutes 
from coconut groves and 
thick bush on all sides. 

The peasants had been 
travelling in the only form 
of transport here — cattle 
trucks with rubber awnings 
against the sun. “I’d been 
lying on the awning, others 
were clinging to the back 
and sides,” said Miguel 
Martinez, 37. “When they 
opened fire, I noticed the 
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hills were black,” the col- 
our of the police uniforms.. 

“Those below were trap- 
ped,” he continued, “but I 
managed to get beneath the 
lorTy. Then I found myself 
bathed in blood which was 
gushing from the dying 
above. After 10 minutes of 
solid gunfire, the police 
walked up, fired bullets at 
survivors and kicked and 
walked on the bodies. I was 
covered in blood. They 
.must have thought I was 
dead.” 

As we spoke, two dozen 
state policemen in pick-up 
trucks passed through the 
hamlet and glared. The 
villagers gazed back at them 
impassively. “Every time I 
see them I’m scared," said 
Mr. Martinez. “We support 
me OCSS, we're with Lurio 
Cabanas, we're with Zapa- 
ta. The courage is there but 
we’re only one or two. They 
are so many." 

The Independent. 
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Arabs meet 

j (Continued from page 1) 

.honour, a vaguely worded 
.document which could mean 
all tilings to all men, had a 
'similar credibility problem, 
given the divisions in the 
rArab world. 

t “The code should embody 
^something,” he said. “Prop- 
osing this code independently 
fof Arab reconciliation is an 
1 academic exercise. We don't 
jobject to it but from a realis- 
,tic point of view we believe 
'an Arab summit is needed 
'first," he added. 

■- “It’s going to be ratified 
fcbut I don’t think it’s going to 
be implemented because it is 
^founded on nothing,” he 
‘said. 

The main current disputes 
are between Iraq and its Gulf 
-war enemies and Egypt and 
-Sudan. Several other pairs of 
states have longstanding bor- 
der disputes. 

Dr. Abdul Meguid recom- 
mended the Arab states coor- 
dinate a strategy for the Mid- 
dle East and North Africa 
economic summit in Amman 
next month but he repeated 
the league’s view that econo- 
mic integration between 
Arab states should precede 
economic links with Israel. 

Trade with Israel should 
wait on a solution to the 
Arab- Israeli conflict and the 
Palestinian question, he 
added. 

Ministers from the eight 
Damascus Declaration states 
— Egypt, Syria and six Gulf 
countries — were to meet in 
Cairo later on Wednesday. 

Mr. Abdul Meguid, return- 
ing to territory on which an 
Arab consensus is easier, 
blamed Israel for slow prog- 
ress towards Middle East 
Peace, especially with the 
Jerusalem celebrations. 

We drew a parallel be- 
tween the celebrations and an 
“fadi plan earlier this year 
to confiscate land in Arab 
East Jerusalem for Jewish 
settlement. It dropped the 
plan under Arab and interna- 
tional pressure. 

“Israel has gone far too 
rar... Israel’s position, which 
ls contrary to the peace pro- 
cess and which seeks to 
undermine the foundations of 
! l » demands of us that we take 
mtensive action similar to the 
action we took in May,” he 
said. 

“We must mobilise all our 
.resources, diplomatically. 


through the media and 
among the public to expose 
the Israeli claims on this mas- 
sive historic fraud,” he 
added. 

The secretary-general, who 
visited Algeria earlier this 
month and agreed to send 
Arab League observers to 
presidential elections in 
November, gave a ringing en- 
dorsement of the govern- 
ment's campaign to crash re- 
bels. 

“I felt how serious the 
f Algerian leadership is about 
T ending this serious situation 
which Algeria is in and I 
would like to confirm that 
Algeria is well despite every- 
thing published and broad- 
cast about it," he said. 

“The Algerian people... 
support the presidential elec- 
tions. They are elections to 
enshrine constitutional legi- 
timacy, in the framework of 
national reform,” he added. 

Dr. Abdul Meguid said the 
U.N. Security Council should 
create a permanent Arab seat 
to give weight to the impor- 
tant role played by Arab 
countries in world affairs. 

“The U.N.’s intentions to 
enlarge the framework of the 
Security Council confirms 
that the Arab demand is 
just.” Dr. Abdul Meguid 
said. 

He said a permanent Arab 
seat would “restore an imba- 
lance which has happened in 
the council and ensure a re- 
gional equilibrium." 

“Arab countries carry an 
important political weight,” 
he added. 

The five permanent mem- 
bers of the council — the 

Setback to 
reconciliation 

(Continued from page 1) 

the Kingdom supports any 
move towards pan- Arab re- 
conciliation. 

Denying reports that Jor- 
dan’s ties with Syria are 
strained, Mr. Kabariti said 
there was a “freeze,” but 
that he welcomed a meet- 
ing with his Syrian counter- 
part if the latter desires 
that. He said that Jordan is 
quite open to dialogue. 

Mr. Kabariti has already 
held meetings with the 
foreign ministers of Oman 
and Bahrain in the pre- 
sence of Jordan’s Ambassa- 
dor to Egypt Nayef A1 
Qadi. 


United States, Russia, Bri- 
tain, France and China — are 
in discussions to include 
Japan and Germany. 

Dr. Abdul Meguid also cal- 
led for Libya to be allowed to 
take part in a landmark 
European-Mediterranean 
conference. 

“The Barcelona confer- 
ence, which will mark a turn- 
ing point European- 
Mediterranean partnership, 
must be based on a coopera- 
tion grouping all the Arab 
countries, without excep- 
tion,” he said. 

So far seven Arab coun- 
tries and the PLO have been 
invited in the Barcelona talks 
to be held in November 
Algeria, Tunisia, Morocco. 
Egypt, Syria, Jordan and 
Lebanon. 

Syria and Lebanon have 
agreed, to take part despite 
the presence of Israel, the 
Arab League said. 

The eight foreign ministers 
already invited were due to 
meet Wednesday with Libya 
and Mauritania to urge the 
European Union to allow 
them to also take part in the 
conference, the Algerian 
ambassador in Cairo Mous- 
tapha Cherif, said. 

Dr. Abdul Meguid aiso.cal- 
led on Baghdad to speed up 
implementation of the U.N. 
Security Council resolutions 
to “end the sufferings of the 
Iraqi people” resulting from 
a U.N. embargo imposed af- 
ter Baghdad's invasion. 

He referred to the release 
of Kuwaitis held since Bagh- 
dad's seven -month occupa- 
tion of the emirate. 

Iran plane 

(Continued from page 1) 
called on the government to 
use the plane and passengers 
as hostages in exchange for 
news about Arad. 

Tehran repeatedly calls for 
the destruction of the “Zion- 
ist entity" and Israel consid- 
ers the Islamic republic its 
worst enemy. 

In Tehran, Foreign Minis- 
try spokesman Mahmoud 
Mohammadi said: “We have 
repeatedly said we have no 
information,” on Arad. 

“We reject linking this to 
the release of the plane and 
its passengers to the fate of 
this person. Whatever 
(Israel’s) excuses are, this 
amounts to an act of support 
for terrorism,” he said. 


Study finds polarisation in Jordanian society 


(Continued from page 1) 

ism of East Bankers, ex- 
cluding Palestinians from 
sensitive government jobs 
and the lack of proper rep- 
resentation of Palestinians 
in government and Parlia- 
ment. 

The study said while 
some blame the policies of 
the Jordanian government 
for the state of polarisation 
between the two communi- 
ties, others hold the hostile 
policies of the Palestine Li- , 
beration Organisation 
(PLO) towards Jordan re- 
sponsible for “pushing the 
regime towards ‘self- 
defence policies’” centred 
on strict controls that sacri- 
ficed institutionalism. 

“Jordanians’ fears from 
the increasing numbers of 
Palestinians are serious,” 
said the study, adding that 
these fears can only be dealt 
with through legislation 
within a framework of uni- 
ty. 

The study said the suspi- 
cion with which the state 
looks at Palestinians’ loyal- 
ty to the country could ex- 
plain the discrimination 
against Palestinians that 
some say exist in Jordan. 

A number of factors that 
include fears about the 
loyalty of Palestinians led 
the state to build a number 
of institutions on archaic 
social basis such as tribalism 
and sectarianism, the study 
said. 

“It is possible that in the 

Parliamentary Speaker Ali 
Akbar Nateq Nuri blasted 
Israel on Wednesday for de- 
laying the return of the plane 
and “shamelessly” interro- 
gating its passengers. 

He described the hijacking 
as a “plot” conceived by 
Israel and the main armed 
Iranian opposition group, the 
People's Mujahedeen. 

Mr. Nateq Nuri the United 
Nations to obtain the return 
of the plane and passengers. 

The military plane was on a 
civilian flight to the Iranian 
holiday island of Kish when it 
was hijacked. 

Since the hijacking began 
TTuesday morning, Iranian 
officials have issued angry 
statements attacking Israel 
and accusing it of collusion 
with the hijackers. 


past period, and within the 
policies of ‘self-defence,* 
the state built such institu- 
tions as a source of stability 
and continuity,” said the 
study. 

This situation, it said, 
consolidated the practices 
of “hand outs” and streng- 
thened the concept of secta- 
rian loyalties. It did not 
explain? 

To redress the situation, 
the study recommended 
official policies to end all 
forms of discrimination, 
corrective measures that 
can lead to a more equit- 
able distribution of national 
wealth among the two seg- 
ments of society and a chan- 
nelling of funds to underde- 
veloped areas where de- 
pendence on local resources 
should be established. 

While the public sector 
should be open for Palesti- 
nians, said the study, a firm 
affirmative action should be 
followed for a transitional 
period of time to ensure the 
redistribution of the nation- 

Taba talks 

(Continued from page-1) 
nator for the Middle East 
Denis Ross, he finally con- 
sented to cany on. 

After a two-hour suspen- 
sion the talks resumed and 
new maps were submitted to 
the Palestinian side. 

Mr. Peres took some of the 
blame for the problem, 
saying Mr. Arafat had mis- 
understood Israeli-drawn 
maps as indicating Israel 
would only pull out of 
Palestinian cities, leaving 
them as isolated islands amid 
Israeli-controlled territory. 

“We had a crisis because a 
wrong impression was cre- 
ated that we suggested to the 
chairman a map of cantons.” 
Mr. Peres told reporters. 
“We don’t intend to create 
cantons on the West Bank.” 

The two sides appointed a 
committee to redraw the 
maps — with Mr. Arafat 
heading the Palestinian side. 
Mr. Peres predicted that the 
problems could be overcome 
and overall agreement could 
be reached Wednesday. 

The talks recessed at about 
1:45 p.m. (1045 GMT) 
Wednesday. The Israeli de- 
legation left Taba, but one 
member, Major General Han 


al wealth in an equitable 
manner. 

“We demand an end to 
all forms of discrimination” 
as a way to ensure the 
national unity of Jordan, 
said the director of centre, 
Mustafah Hamameh. 

Dr. Hamameh said the 
system of “hand outs” must 
be replaced with a modern 
structure that allows for 
'advancement on the basis 
of merits and citizenry. 

“To end the state of 
polarisation, we must put 
an end to the client-patron 
relationship in the coun- 
try,” said Dr. Hamameh. 

The study said that as a 
first step towards addres- 
sing the situation, “demo- 
cracy and pluralism must be 
consolidated as an essential 
framework for modernising 
the state.” 

This, said the study, will 
put an end to the imba- 
lances in employment pat- 
terns and makes citizenry _ 
and merit the criteria for 

Biran, said they would return 
later. He said the morning 
session had been difficult. 

“There have been fric- 
tions,” Gen. Biran said, 
adding: “Frictions sometimes 
lead to joy — or to pain.” 

Arafat spokesman Nabil 
Abu Irdeineh suggested there 
had been some progress on 
Israeli troops redeployment 
and Hebron. 

“The talks now are closer 
to the Palestinian paper than 
to the Israeli paper," he said. 
But he gave no details. 

On Tuesday, the nego- 
tiators resolved a number of 
issues, notably concerning 
archaeological and religious 
sites, Peres said. 

The problem of Rachel’s 
Tomb in Bethlehem was set- 
tled under an arrangement 
which will allow Israelis un- 
hindered access to the site 
under the protection of 
Israeli soldiers who will guard 
the route which leads to the 
tomb. 

Israel, meanwhile, sealed 
off the Gaza Strip on 
Wednesday, barring 
thousands of Palestinians 
from their jobs in the Jewish 
state. No reason was given 
for the measure, which usual- 
ly is a reaction to an attack on 
Israelis (see page 12) 


building the modem state. 

Success in opening the 
door for advancement for 
all Jordanians regardless of 
origins and without any 
form of discrimination will 
lead to a change in the 
relationship between the 
citizen ana the state. 

The study recommended 
the opening of the public 
sector to Palestinians but 
stressed that some son of 
“affirmative action” should 
be followed for a while to 
compensate Jordanians for 
the economic losses they 
incurred as a result of their 
work at the public sector 
and forgoing opportunities 
such as working in the Gulf. 

“With time, the national 
income would be redistri- 
buted in a more equitable 
way” that would redress the 
economic imbalances which 
currently favours the- 
Palestinians who dominate 
the economy. 

This process of reform 
should be accompanied by 
an official and public policy 


Turkmen 

arrives 


Continued from page 12 

Investment in bonds last 
year was not rewarding for 
all who got involved in it 
but this year the situation 
looks more promising, he 
said. 

Concerning the decision 
of UNRWA to close down 
the Educational Sciences 
Faculty, a decision which it 
later postponed for a year, 
Mr. Turkmen said the move 
was prompted by finical 
constraints and die difficul- 
ty in hiring professors. 

Mr. Turkmen said he dis- 
cussed the issue with Sharif 
Zeid, stressing that the 
agency wants to improve 
the quality of education the 
college offers. 

He said he hoped the dif- 
ficulty in finding professors 
will be solved in coopera- 
tion with the Jordanian 


to consolidate national uni- 
ty through .emphasising the 
practical and historical fee- 
tors for such unity. 

“Romantic slogans... and 
unilateral and forced prop- 
osals present, in the final 
analysis, solutions that call 
for consolidating duality, 
which will in turn harm 
society and the country,” 
said the study. 

As far as the identity of 
the communities is con- 
cerned, the study said that 
as Jordanians recognise the 
Palestinian dimension of 
the Jordanian identity, the 
Palestinian officialdom 
should recognise that there 
is a basic Jordanian dimen- 
sion to the Palestinian enti- 
ty- 

“The official Palestinian 
institutions (must also rec- 
ognise) that Jordanians and 
Palestinians in Jordan are 
concerned and affected on 
daily basis by developments 
in the pipe Palestinian cir- 
cles,” said the study. 


government. 

Mr. Turkmen, who said 
he could not meet with rep- 
resentatives of refugees in 
Jordan due “ time con- 
straints,” added be hoped 
the meeting will take place 
when he visits the i 
Kingdom again next 
month. 

UNRWA’s Commissioner 
general defended the 
agency’s decision to dis- 
miss the dean of the 
Educational Sciences 
Faculty for publicly criti- 
cising the agency over its 
earlier decision to close the 
college as a procedure 
necessitated by UNRWA's 
rules. 

“The decision was taken 
with regret but rules are 
rules,” he said. 

Addressing the plight of 
Palestinians who have been 
expelled from Libya, Mr. 
Turkmen said UNRWA is 
willing to offer assistance 
to them in its areas of oper- 
ation but stressed that their 
situation is being addressed 
by the Arab League. 
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Analysts warn of possible 
winter oil price collapse 


LONDON (R) — Fast-rising 
crude supplies are likely to 
outstrip strong world demand 
tins winter and send oil prices 
into a tailspin, market 
analysts say. 

Today's oil market bears a 
striking resemblance to that 
of 1985 and there is an out- 
side chance of single-digit 
crude in a rerun of the 
early 1986 oil price collapse, 
they warn. 

Oil prices at the moment 
are riding three-month highs 
boosted by U.S. buying to 
replenish ' low inventories 
ahead of peak winter de- 
mand. Benchmark North Sea 
Brent Blend recently hit $17 
barrel, up from the low of the 
year in July of S15.40. 

But oil stocks are building 
fast, output from non-OPEC 
countries is set to jump again 
and several members of the 
Organisation of Petroleum 
Exporting Countries (OPEC) 
are cheating on their produc- 
tion quotas. 

The current price rally will 
not last long, analysts say. 

“A wall of crude from both 
OPEC and non-OPEC is set 
to hit the market in the fourth 
quarter. I see stocks building 
up right here in front of our 
noses,” says oil economist 
Mehdi Varzi at finance bouse 
Klein wort Benson. 

“By mid-October I expect 
to have seen prices peak. 
And then it could come pret- 


ty rapidly/' he pointed out. 

Oil in transit at sea hit 
eight-year highs at the end of 
August, consultants Richard- 
son Lawrie estimate. CHI in 
transit rose by 17 million 
barrels over the month to 761 
million barrels with a signifi- 
cant proportion due for arriv- 
al at U.S. terminals and 
Caribbean storage in Octo- 
ber, said Richardson Lawrie. 

* World oil inventories prob- 
ably will grow by about 1.5 
million barrels per day (b/d) 
in the third quarter on top of 
more than a one million b/d 
build in the second quarter. 
London’s Centre for Global 
Energy Studies estimates. 

“This level of inventory 
build is going to lead to a 
price crisis in the first quarter 
of next year,” says Klein- 
wort’s Varzi. “My fear is, and 
I give it a one-in-five chance, 
that we could see a repetition 
of the events of '86," he says. 

Crude then dipped below 
$10 as OPEC linchpin Saudi 
Arabia restored market share 
in the face of rising non- 
OPEC volumes. 

Mr. Varzi has cut his fore- 
cast for Brent on average 
next year from $17.50 to $16. 

Analyst Geoff Pyne at 
bankers UBS has reduced his 
price outlook for next year 
from $18 to $16. “1996 
appears increasingly bleak.” 
he says. 'Today's market 


mirrors late 1985 when stocks 
were low and demand for 
OPEC oil falling." 

. World demand in 1996 
should go up again for the 
third year in a row to reach 
71.2 million b/d, the Interna- 
tional Energy Agency (IEA) 
predicts. But surging non- 
OPEC supplies will capture 
the demand growth, averag- 
ing 43.7 million b/d in 1996, 
up 3.2 million b/d m the space 
of three years, the IEA says. 

Unless OPEC plugs die 
leaks which saw it pump 
more than a million b/d over 
its 24.52 million ceiling in 
August the group could be 
pumping well in excess of 
market requirements next 
year, the IEA figures indi- 
cate. * 

Oil prices have rallied in 
recent weeks with the help of 
U.S. crude inventories at 16- 
year lows. But the lean U.S. 
stocks may be misleading, 
analysts say. 

“There has been a deliber- 
ate and conscious decision by 
the U.S. oil industry at large 
to live on low stocks since 
they are obtaining more and 
more of their needs from 
sources close to home,” says 
Mr. Varzi. Rising supplies 
from the likes of Colombia, 
Mexico and Venezuela are 
reducing U.S. dependence on 
crude from producers further 
afield, particularly the Mid- 
dle East, he says. 


Economic divide threat to 
Mediterranean stability— officials 


NICOSIA (AFP) — The 
growing economic divide be- * 
tween northern and southern 
countries along the 
Mediterranean represents the 
biggest threat to long-term 
stability in the region, official 
said Wednesday. 

Francesco Paiisi, a deputy 
and senior planning officials 
with the Council of Europe, 
said 200 million people live 
between Morocco and Tur- 
key, but their annual income 
is 15 times less than in north- 
ern Mediterranean countries. 

“This unequal economic' 
development will lead to in- 
stability in not only the south- 
ern countries, but Europe as 
well,” Mr. Parisi said, at the . 
opening in Cyprus of the 
Fourth Conference on 
Mediterranean Regions. 

Representatives from 
Europe, the Middle East and 
•North Africa are here to 
tackle problems such as rac- 
ism and immigration, forest 
conservation, water sharing 
and long-term economic de- 


velopment. 

“We know that the stabil- 
ity and prosperity of the en- 
tire Mediterranean region is 
essential to that of the rest of 
Europe," said Jacques- 
Mederic Chevrot, vice presi- 
dent of the Chamber of Re- 
gions of the Congress of Loc- 
al and Regional Authorities 
of Europe. 

He said poor countries in 
North Africa, the Middle 
East and other areas along 
the Mediterranean were trap- 
ped in a vicious circle. Their 
economic problems have 
caused political instability, 
which in turn scares off 
potential foreign investors. 

“This reduces the pros- 
pects of economic develop- 
ment,” Mr. Chevrot said. 

Antonella Cagnolad, head 
of the Council of Europe's 
commission on the environ- 
ment and land management, 
said before the three-day 
conference began that one 
major issue would be im- 


migration. 

She said European coun- 
tries can no longer economi- 
cally sustain large immigra- 
tion from North African and 
Middle Eastern countries 
Helping those governments 
to control population growth 
and develop economically 
would in tyrn benefit Euro- 
pean stability, she told AFP. 

“The birth rate is very high 
in many of these countries,” 
she said. “European coun- 
tries can no longer absorb 
such a large number of im- 
migrants.” 

The conference, which is 
being attended by govern- 
ment leaders, academics and 
business officials, opened in 
Nicosia and will then move to 
the Cypriot coastal resort of 
Limassol. 

“The goal of this confer- 
ence is to bring together 
Mediterranean countries to 
deal with these issues on a 
regional basis,” Ms. Cagnola- 
ti said. 


THE Daily Crossword by Harvey Chew 


ACROSS 
1 Mil. gp. 

5 Diving bird 
10 Ski-lift feature 

14 Top: pref. 

15 Revere, for one 

16 McEntireof 
swig 

17 Musial 

18 Rage 

19 Got down 

20 Tom Jones, e.g. 

22 Loafs 

23 Fuss 

24 Cake decorator 

25 Pitcher’s target 
27 Most likely 

winner 

31 Coliseum 

32 Reddy 

33 Bill 

34 Fissure 

35 Sheltered bays 

36 Indian city 

37 Quantity: abbr. 
33 Rajah’s spouse 

39 Astronaut/ 
senator 

40 Solon 

42 Watered silk 

43 “Dies — " 

44 Tonto's “Kemo 

45 Type of truck 
47 Excellent thing 

52 One-cel led plant 

53 Lukewarm 

54 Beloved of 
Radames 

55 On one’s — 
(alert) 

56 Overact 

57 Salver 

58 Present 

59 Flax product 

60 Shade trees 

DOWN 

1 Scrape harshly 

2 Numerical prefix 

3 Two-wheeled 
carriage 

4 Unvarying 

5 R io — 

6 One of the 

Starrs 

7 Advantage 


ft 12 |3 14 


15 |6 |7 18 19 


110 lit 112 113 


49 50 51 


53 






54 

56 






w 

59 
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Yesterday’s puzzle solved: 


8 Stein contents 

9 Goof 

10 Merchant 

11 Carillonneur 

12 Rose lover 

13 Pied Piper 
followers 

21 Bit 

22 Image 

24 Currier and — 

25 — facie 

26 Radical 

27 High body 
temperature 

28 Sheltered 

29 Lead/tln alloy 

30 Israeli 
statesman 

31 Sea near the 
Caspian 

32 Sharpen 

35 Spelunking site 

36 Estrange 

38 Irani coin 

39 Desert 

41 Travolta film 

42 Infuriate 


BBB DQDD BBBU 
IBBBB □QUID □□□□ 
!□□□□ QQHQ □□OB 
IUBBBDQBBB DDE 
IBB □□HU BBBBBB 
■ □□□ BBBBBB m 
!□□□ BBBD □□□□□ 
IBBBBBB BBBE1BBB 
[□BOB □BOB BHBB 
■ BBBBBB BBB ■ 
IBDBBB BBBB BBB 
IBB □□□□□□□□□□ 
IBHB □□□□ □□□□□ 
IBBB HQBB BDBBB 
IBBBBBBH □□□□ 


44 Hit, biblically 

45 Primrose, for 
one 

46 Medicinal plant 

47 Half; pref. 


48 Atop 

49 — Friday 

50 Cheese type 

51 Beams 
53 — Aviv 


FAO sees 
food aid 
shipments 
dwindling 
next year 

ROME (R) — The U.N. 
Food and Agriculture Orga- 
nisation (FAO) warned 
Wednesday that food aid 
shipments to the world's poor 
and hungry nations were seen 
falling next year to their 
lowest level since the 1970s. 

The Rome-based agency 
said the same “low income 
food deficit" countries would 
be hit further by sharply ris- 
ing cereal import costs fore- 
cast for the 1995/96 year. 

“Many national food crises 
persist in Africa and several 
other parts of the world, and 
the food supply situation is 
seen to be tightening in many 
parts for the 1995/96 year,” 
FAO said in its latest Food 
Outlook report. 

It said its forecast of total 
food aid in cereals to be 
provided in 1995/96 (July/ 
June) was 7.6 million tonnes. 

“At the forecast level food 
aid shipments would be down 
by nearly one million tonnes 
compared to 1994/95 and 
their lowest since the mid 
1970s,” FAO stud. 

“Moreover for the second 
consecutive year, food aid 
shipments in cereals would 
fall sharply below the mini- 
mum annual target of 10 mil- 
lion tonnes to developing 
countries established by the 
World food Conference in 
1974,” it added. 

FAO said that cereal pro- 
duction in southern Africa 
was likely to be about one 
third below normal in 1995/96 
and the sub-region’s cereal 
imports and food aid needs 
had risen substantially since 
the previous year. 

' Large numbers of refugees 
in Rwanda and Burundi 
would continue to require 
emergency aid while exces- 
sive rainfall and floods had 
damaged crops in South East 
Asia. 


Japan unveils spending 
binge to revive economy 


TOKYO (R) — Japan 
Wednesday unveiled a mam , 
moth economic package 
worth 14.22 trillion yen ($136 
billion) — its largest ever 
public spending binge — in 
the latest of a long series of 
Steps to boost its stagnant 
economy. * 

Economists said the steps, 

including record public 
spending of 12.81 trillion yen 
($123 billion), would nudge 
up growth in the fiscal year to 
March 1996 and help a bit 
more in 1996/97. 

Bat it leaves unsettled such 
thorny problems as land and 
other tax reform, deregula- 
tion, and bow to cope with 
the masses of bad debt 
weighing down the financial 
system. 

JapanX economy has been 
trapped m the doldrums for 
some four years and the gov- 
ernment has now pledged 
over 60 trillion yen ($576 
billion) since 1992 m an effort 
to spend its way back to 
recovery. The package was 
the sixth such bundle of fiscal 
steps since August 1992 and 
the third this year alone. 

The fresh public spending 
tops a 15.25 trillion yen ($146 


billion) package in February 
1994, which included cuts of 
some six trillion yen ($57.6 
billion) in income tax and 
other taxes. 

The package mandates ab- 
out eight trillion yen ($76.9 
bfifion) in local and central 
government spending that 
would directly boost econo- 
‘ mic growth, and will be 
funded by a similar amount 
of national and local govern- 
ment bonds. Other steps in- 
clude loans to help smaller 
firms develop new business. 

The spending steps come 
after a cut in the nation's key 
discount rate earlier this 
month to a record low 0.5 per 
cent to help get the long- 
stalled economy back in mo- 
tion and help financial in- 
stitutions struggling with 
masses of bad debt. 

The International Monet- 
ary Fund (IMF), which last 
month publicly voiced con- 
cern about Japan's problem- 
plagued banking sector, wel- 
comed the package and said 
in a statement that it would 
provide a “significant boost” 
to the Japanese economy. 

Private economists wel- 
comed the fact authorities 


managed to craft a bigger 
package than anticipated and 
said the spending, plus a 
weaker yen, would keep the 
economy from shrinking. 

“It’s bigger than expected. 
We have teen at near-zero 
growth; but with this pcakage 
we might get to around one 
per cent growth in 1995/96 
and 1J5 per cent 1996/97” 
said Masaru Takagi, chief 
economist at Fuji Research 
Institute- 

Bat many lamented a fai- 
hire to grapple with political- 
ly contentious issues such as 
tax reform, deregulation and 
use of public funds to -cope 
with financial institutions' 
bad loans. 

“It’s big, it has a lot of 
sugar, but not so much pro- 
tein,” said Robert Feldman, 
chief economist at Salomon 
Brothers Asia. 

Only hours after the pack- 
age's release. Bank of Japan 
Governor Yasuo Matsushita 
said he was still worried that 
the nation's economic stale- 
mate might be prolonged and 
urged the government to 
tackle economic reform and 
deregulation. 
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Experts warn of Asian airports 
bursting at seams as air traffic surges 


KUALA LUMPUR (AFP) 
— International aviation ex- 
perts have warned that 
already congested airports in 
Asia might not be able to 
cope with increasing air traf- 
fic. which is forecast to more 
than triple by 2010. 

“(The region) will need 
massive infrastructure im- 
provements if it is to cope 
with the nearly 400 million- 
passengers expected by 
2010/' said John Meredith, 
executive director of the Air 
Transport Action Group 
(ATAG). 

ATAG is a working com- 
mittee within the Geneva- 
based International Air 
Transport Association 
(IATA). 

Many Asian airports were 


already bursting at their 
seams last year when about 
.122 million passengers passed 
through them, Mr. Meredith 
told participants at the start 
of a two-day IATA confer- 
ence on Asian infrastructure 
here. 

“By the end of 1995, nearly 
half of all international air- 
ports in the region will be 
capacity constrained, unable 
to cope with demand at ma- 
jor periods of the day/' he 
added. 

The Aria Pacific's share of 
worldwide scheduled passen- 


ger traffic will have jumped 
from just 26.6 per cent in 
1985 to over 50 per cent in 
2010. 

And despite efforts to ex- 
pand current facilities and to 
build new airports, the long 
gestation period for these 
projects was pushing Asia to- 
wards a chronic shortage in 
air transport infrastructure. 

“Substantial as the planned 
investment is compared with 
other regions of the world, 
there is a grave danger that it 
will not be sufficient/' Mr. 
Meredith said. 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 

^ by Herat AitoW and Mihe Argkkm 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
four ordinary words. 


I see leaks and broken water 
mams In my sleep 



ARIES: (March 21 to April j[ 

19) Day hours are fine for;' 
reaching a true understand- '; 
ing with those you want toi 
deal with later today. *- 

TAURUS: (April 20 to Mayjj. 

20) Use neat touch and fine/ 
finish on any tasks you may 
be doing and get fine results. 
Discuss with an associate 
what is best to do. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 

21) Early today play the en- 
tertainment you want to have 
with those you truly like, 
then later tonight complete 
tasks which have been 
started. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 
22 to July 21) Make youri - 
surroundings more charming' 
and enjoy them more, and- 
then later today go out and 
seek new pleasure. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21).' 
Try to build the ego of assori-; 
ates and all goes more^ 
smoothly today. Tonight is.! 
fine for enjoying home and' 
family. \ 

VIRGO: (August 22 to' 
September 22) Use your 
finest talents and get your” 
affairs in the order and plan; 
to be more efficient in the. 
days ahead. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to- 
October 22) If you use your* 
charm and good thoughts to-' 
ward others today, you can; 
accomplish a good deal to-' 
wards your success. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to!’ 
November 21) Do your best , 
to convince others to go 
along with your plans and; 
you can accomplish a good.' 
deal of activities. 
SAGITTARIUS: (November. 
22 to December 21 ) Look fot: 
cooperation from a good-, 
friend to gain that desire, 
which means a good deal to 
you in a new project. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22' 
to January 20) Use your 1 
charm on an influential per- 
son and gain the support you 1 
need at this time for some- 
worthwhile project. 
AQUARIUS: (January 21 to* 
February 19) Put some spe- 
cial talent to work and it 
should go very smoothly for. 
you. More attention should, 
be paid to your mate. 

PISCES: (February 20 toi 
March 20) Improve rela-- 
tionship with those who 
associated with you and 
accomplish more. Continue^ 
that recreation activity for-, 
health purposes. 

Birthstone- of September:: 
Sapphire — Lapis Lazuli - 

HOROSCOPE f 

FO RECAST FOR FRIDAY* 
SEPTEMBER 22, 1995 

'i 

ARIES: (March 21 to April 19* 
Home affairs can be handled 
easily this morning, but later', 
today use much care in handling 
persons in business. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 
Activities at your desk ditigenttly 
this morning since later you find 
a partner could be disarxxrintine 
to you. 7 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) 
Early this morning get those 
practical affairs nicely handled s 6. 
that later today you can take care 1 
of travel matters wisely. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 t£ 
July 21) Gain that personal long- 
ing this morning, since later uk‘ 
day you have to contend with * 
problem m entertainment plans?; 
LEO: (July 22 to August 21) ft is' 
important that you use tact atf 
home and avoid a possible argu- 
ment of magnitude. Have a good 
time with friends. 

JjWGh (Aiibur 22 ro Septen^ 
ber 22) Make that call and talk to 
< ^ ne you have long wanted to 1 
converse with this morning since 
later today there are delays id 1 
your plans. 

^September 23 to Octo^ 
oer 22) Do whatever w0] make!. 
y? u feel more secure in the days 1 
ahead. Get your practical affairf 
m good order. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to' 
November 21) You may find 
difficult to gam your wishes last? 
work day of the week. Show tha£ 

I* 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22: 
to December 21 ) Use your fine 
ingenuity to rid yourself ofobsta-- 
des in the path of your personal . 

wards your mate, i ‘ 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 


~^!“ p P omt ?W5nt where some, 4 
personal wish is concerned to 1 * 

soon d0n t *"* “P and it will* 
soon be yours. 

(January 21 to* 
JSRT W) K« m out of ttA : 
foeaS' the morrw 
ism of any kind. . u , 

Sfsjr?™ 31 * 20 w Marcff: 

uSrSf T *" to Ecl into “w and? 
unfoed avenues of expression; 
today but this would be dis-J 
Waiting and hazardous. ;'q 

S2? 0 " 0 of September*? 
Sapphire — Lapis Lazuli 
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Islamists 
to enter 
insurance 
business 

irtr ISLAMISTS have sub- 
mitted applications to regis- 
ter two Islamic insurance 
companies in addition to nine 
other companies seeking in- 
S snrance licences. Founders of 
the two Zslamic companies 
include the Islamic Bank and 
many personalities some of 
whom are: Ishaq A1 Farhan, 
Abdul Latif Arabiyyat, 
Abdul Latif Subeihi, Raef 
Najm, Kamel A1 Sharif and 
Ali AI Hawamdeh. The two 
insurance companies, to be 
known as the Islamic Insur- 
ance and the Jordanian Isla- 
mic Insurance, mark the first 
time that the Islamic Bank 
and other Jordanian Islamists 
venture into the insurance 
business which has always 
been a controversial issue as 
to whether it is religiously 
permissible or not. Dr. Ara- 
biyat indicated that there 
were many Islamic com- 
panies in the insurance busi- 
ness in some Arab and Isla- 
mic countries and such an 
issue was not questionable 
and could not have been 
undertaken had there not 
been a clear religious author- 
isation (fatwa) for it. 

; According to Dr. Hawam- 
deh, Islamic insurance is an 
issue of independent judge- 
ments. He sees it as a novelty 
arising from changing living 
conditions and the risks in 
various sorts of transporter 
„ tion. “As such, it has become 
- necessary to deal with this 
Sector (insurance) from on 
Islamic point of view taking 
the reasons into considera- 
tion,” he explained. Accqr- 
dindly. Dr! Hawamdeh 
pointed out, all founders, 
shareholders and clients are 
all jointly liable to compen- 
sate the party that suffers a 
toss. He added: "Relying on 
God always is a fact but God 
Almighty does not forbid that 
reasons be considered.” He 
stressed that Islamic insur- 
ance does not operate under 
the banner of profit but 
under the headline of “joint 
solidarity.” The financial re- 
sults will be evaluated at the 
end of the year after account- 
ing for Zakat (alms) and 
should there be any profit or 
toss, it would be borne by all 
parties — founders, sharehol- 
ders and clients (Al Ra’i). 

☆ ☆DETAILED STU- 
DIES for a pipeline to carry 
Water from Al Disi basin to 
Amman and for building 
three dams at Al Moujeb, Al 
Walah and AJ TannOur on 
the eastern shore of tb£ Dead 
Sea are now ready to be 
presented to the Amman eco- 
nomic 'summit. Water and 
Irrigation Minister Saleh 
Irshaidat has said. He added 
that die approximate cost for 
the pipeline was $500 million 
and for the three dams $250 
million. The minister told 
jotmialists that projects for 
building diversion and stor- 
age dams on the Yarmouk 
River will not be presented to 
the summit as engineering 
studies on these projects have 
not yet been completed. 
;.Dr. Irsheidat said the 
ministry would be submitting 
ti the summit projects to 
develop the Dead Sea shore, 
pie projects were divided 
iuto two categories: Those 
providing for the infrastruc- 
ture of the area and those 
^hidt include the investment 
schemes to be established. 
Other projects comprise the 
Red Sea-Dead Sea canal and 
ff railway linking the Dead 
Sea area with Aqaba, the 
minister said. 

- Asked about his recent trip 
to Germany, Dr. Irsheidat 
said he met with European 
investment Bank officials 
|°d discussed with them the 
financing of water projects 
including the Al Kafrain 
Dam, atfd improving the 
- - Abdullah Canal. Dis- 
cussions also covered the 
^nk’spartidpation in raising 
me efficiency of waste-water 
treatment plants and finane- 
®g the Aaasiyyeh-Deir Alla 
water pipeline estimated to 
opa $60 million. The minister 
^id the bank officials prop- 
osed the idea of financing a 
large waste-water treatment 
plant in the Amman area 
*shmated to cost $200 million 
(Al Aswaq + Al Ra’i). 
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DUBAI (Agencies) — Busi- 
ness rather than politics will 
top the agenda at the Middle 
East/North Africa economic 
summit in Jordan next 
month. World Economic 
Forum executive board mem- 
ber Frederic Sicre has said. 

“We want a very business- 
driven agenda in Amman,” 
Mr. Sicre said, adding that 
the Geneva-based organisa- 
tion would do its best to 
avoid a repeat of last Novem- 
ber’s politics-dominated sum- 
mit in Casablanca. 

That meeting brought ' 
together for the first time 
Arab and Israeli political and 
business leaders. 


“We are not trying to force 
the peace process... econo- 
mic bridges can be built faster 
than political ones,” he told a 
meeting of the American 
Business Council in Dubai. 

Asked to give the likely 
theme of the summit, he said: 
'Turning reconciliation into 
reconstruction.” 

Mr. Sicre said Iran and 
Iraq would not take part in 
the meeting, cosponsored by 
U.S. President BUI Clinton. 

He said business and gov- 
ernments would present to 
the summit details of a num- 
ber of multi-million-dollar in- 
frastructure projects planned 
in the region. 


“So far the projects we 
know that will be presented 
are the Jordan Rift Valley 
development plan, the 
Aqaba Airport servicing Jor- 
dan and Israel and the de- 
velopment plan for west 
Gaza,” he said, adding “My 
job in the United Arab Emi- 
rates' is to encourage the 
GCC (Gulf Cooperation 
Council) to do the same.” 

The GCC comprises Saudi 
Arabia, Kuwait, the United 
Arab Emirates, Bahrain, 
Oman and Qatar. 

He said a common miscon- 
ception was that the summit 
would act to “legitimise the 


establishment of a ($5 billion) 
Middle East development 
bank. This is not even on the 
agenda. We are not pushing 
this subject forward.” 

The United States was in 
favour of such a bank, while 
the European Union was 
against it, he said. 

Other issues likely to be 
discussed at the summit, 
which is expected to be 
attended Ini around .1,000 
business ana political leaders, 
were the creation of a region- 
al business council and re- 
gional tourism council. 

Mr. Sicre said be hoped the 
forum’s next meeting m 1996 
would be held in the Gulf. 


Meanwhile, Joan Spero in 
occupied Jerusalem: “The 
Amman summit is tied close- 
ly to the Middle East peace 
process. In our view you can’t 
separate peace and security 
from the economic issues of 
the region.” 

Ms. Spero, who is in the 
region in preparation for the 
Amman summit, told mem- 
bers of the Israeli Chamber 
of Commerce that “peace 
and security are essential for 
the economic development in 
the region. Peace cannot last 
without concrete benefits for 


the people of the region — 
benefits that we think are 
only going to be possible 
through increased entrep- 
reneurship, trade, industrial 
development, as well as re- 
gional cooperation." She 
added, “we think that ft* . 
Amman .summit can serve as 
an impetus for change in the . 
region, ift the economics of 
die region... and will provide 
the opportunities, and we 
hope the incentives to start 
and to energise this process. ” 
U.S. Ambassador in Israel 
Martin Indyk stressed the 


opportunities for doing busi- 
ness in Israel “given the 
amazing growth that has 
taken place here, and the 
large scale infrastructure pro- 
jects that are going on." Mr. 
Indyk noted that during his 
recent trip to the U.S. as part 
' of the five ambassadors- tour 
— 95, the message was the 
same as the message at the- 
Amman summit: “That the 
Middle East is a region... 
open for business... and 
American corporations should 
look at Israel as a place to do 
business." 


Global foreign exchange 
turnover tops $3 trillion 


a day 


LONDON (R) — Trading on 
the world's foreign-exchange 
markets has ballooned in the 
past few years and now tops a 
trillion dollars per day, the 
latest survey by central banks 
showed Tuesday. 

London retained the top 
position as the world's lead- 
ing foreign exchange centre 
with New York second and 
Tokyo still third. Central 
banks across die world made 
their foreign exchange find- 
ings available for a tri-y early 
survey of foreign exchange 
activity carried out by the 
Bank for International Settle- 
ments (BIS). 

Recent years have seen a 
big rise in speculative activity 
on foreign exchange markets 


and has also witnessed the 
rise of die so-called hedge 
funds such as die Quantum 
Fund run by Hungarian-born 
financier George Soros. 

Mr. Soros was said to have ' 
made a billion dollars by spe- 
culating against the pound 
during the sterling crisis in 
1992 but the Bank of England 
said the rise in foreign ex- 
change activity did not indi- 
cate an increase in specula- 
tive activity. 

“I don't believe there's 
anything here that yon can 
draw on to reach any conclu- 
sion as to whether any of this 
reflects a heightened level of 
speculative activity," Bank of 
England director Ian Ple- 
noerleith told reporters when 
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LONDON KGHANGE RATES 

LONDON (R) — Following are the buying and selling 
rates for leading world currencies and gold against the 
dollar at midsession on the London foreign exchange and 
bullion markets Wednesday. 

One U.S. dollar 1.3598/OS Canadian dollar 

1.4836/46 Deutschemarks 

1.6616/26 Dutch guilders 

1.2018/28 Swiss francs 

30.51/55 Belgian francs 

5.1013/63 French francs 

1610.2/1.2 Italian lire 

* 103.77/87 Japanese yen- 

7.0690/90 Swedish crowns 

6.4780/30 Norwegian crowns 

5.7420/70 Danish crowns 

One Sterling SI .5460/70 

One ounce of gold $384.90/385.20 


the British central bank pub- 
lished its findings. 

Around 25 central banks 
are taking part in the survey 
and the BIS will produce an 
analysis of the size of the 
global foreign exchange mar- 
ket early next year. 

The survey was carried out 
during April so the Tokyo 
turnover figures may be dis- 
torted by the huge interven- 
tion by tiie Bank of Japan 
when it was trying in vain to 
rein in the soaring yen. 

On a net basis, with data 
adjusted for double counting, 
Loudon stood out with a 60 
per cent leap in turnover to 
$464 billion with New York 
second, up 46 per cent to 
$244 billion. 


Tokyo hung on to third 
place despite some specula- 
tion that Singapore would 
nose ahead this time. Tokyo 
saw volume rise 34.3 per cent 
to $105.4 million with Singa- 
pore up 43.2 per cent to 
$161.4 million. 

The previous survey from 
1992 estimated global net tur- 
nover at some $880 billion 
every business day in April of 
that year, a 42 per cent rise 
from the $620 billion in April 
1989. 

Others major centres re- 
porting Tuesday included, 
Switzerland, with turnover 
up 30 per cent, Hong Kong, 
up almost 50 per cent, Ger- 
many, up 40 per cent, and 
Canada up 36 per cent. 


UAE sets up 
pro-offset deal 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — The 
United Arab Emirates 
(UAE) has approved the 
creation of its first shipbuild- 
ing venture in a pre-offset 
military deal involving New- 
port News Shipbuilding com- 
pany of the United States. 

The Abu Dhabi Shipbuild- 
ing Company (ADSC) was 
officially established under a 
decree issued by the emi- 
rate’s crown prince, Sheikh- 
Khalifa Ben Zyed Al 
Nahayan, and published in 
the offiical gazette. 

The venture would be 
jointly owned by Newport 
News and private investors 
from the UAE and other 
countries and is located just 
outside Abu Dhabi city. 

It would be the UAE’s fust 
major shipbuilding venture as 
the existing shipyard in Abu 
Dhabi produces only dhows, 


the traditional Arabian 
wooden boats. The drydocks 
in the UAE emirate of 
Dubai, one of the biggest 
shipyards in the Asia, is only 
involved in repair and 
maintenance of vessels. 

Newport News, one of the 
biggest ship builders in the 
world, had offered the pro- 
ject in foe hope it would be 
awarded a contract to supply 
the UAE navy with frigates 
as part of foe Gulf country’s 
plans to bolster Its army. 

Military sources at an in- 
ternational defence show 
held in Abu Dhabi early this 
year said the UAE bad 
ordered between two and 
four frigates at a cost of more 
than $1 billion. Companies 
from the U.S., Britain, 
France, Netherlands and 
Germany are competing for 
the deal. 


B'XKJvsxcxjtx, Matsurcsco? 
HOOSTBC BANK CENTER AMMAN - SHMBXS&ttX 
ZKUCPHOME: D07172 / 607179 

ORCftNXZED MARKET SHARE PRICE LIST FOR WKDKKBDAY 10/09/1996 



CCMPANY'E NAME 

NO. OF 
SHARES 
TRAl?Hi> 

VALUE 

TRADED 

JD 

FKKV. CLOSING 
'CLOSING PRICE 
PRICE 

ARAB BARK PXc 

620 

1J.B705 

227.250 

228.50 0 

JORDAN NATIONAL BANK 

325 

1455 

4.4S0 

4.480 

MUX OF JORDAN 

3394 

116 06 

3.420 

3.420 

INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT BANK 

750 

1826 

2.450 

2.430 

THE HOOSXKG BANK 

1000 

5500 

S. 500 

5.SOO 

JORDAN KUWAIT BANE 

363 

989 

2.730 

2.740 

JORDAN CULP BANK 

1B820I 

190035 

.980 

1.030 

JORDAN ISLAMIC BANK 

4206 

15666 

3.730 

3.730 

BUSINESS BANK 

3000 

3650 

3.700 

3.650 

JORDAN INVESTMENT S. FINANCE BANK 

sass 

22632 

3.810 

3.830 

BEIT BUOL SAVINGS INVESTMENT FOB BOUSING 

200 

672 

3.430 

3.360 

AMMAN BANK FOR INVESTMENT 

90700 

45999 

.910 

.920 

PHILADELPHIA INVESTMENT BANK. 

5750 

8919 

1.630 

1.550 


BARKS 


SECTOR 


JERUSALEM INSURANCE 

JORDAN FRENCH INSURANCE 

ARAB LIFE & ACCIDENT INSURANCE 


INSURANCE 


SECTOR 


262264 


5150 


427671 


4100 

10952 

245 

15297 


INDEX NUMBER: 185.05 
CHANGE : +0.47* 

§mmm 

4.100 4.100 

2.700 2.700 

3. E00 2.450 


INDEX NUMBER: 135.43 
CHANGE i -0.21* 


JORDANIAN ELECTRIC POWER 

11470 

1B816 

1.640 

1.640 

BEAR INTEBSATZ9KKL HOTELS 

730 

4081 

S.550 

5.600 

JORDAN NATIONAL SHIPPING LIMBS * 

250 

67S 

2.750 

2.710 

NATIONAL PORTFOLIO SECURITIES 

3&50 

78S1 

2.050 

2.020 

REAL ESTATE INVESTMENT 

23050 

24999 

1.050 

1.080 

JORDAN INTERNATIONAL TRADING CENTER 

4000 

4801 

1.190 

1.200 

UNITED MIDDLE EAST £ COMMODORE HOTELS 

9050 

20907 

2.250 

2.300 

ARAB INTER. FOR INVESTMENT £ EDUCATION 

282 

881 

3.130 

3.130 

ZARZA PRIVATE UNITORS ITT 

2250 

3015 

1.340 

1.340 


SERVICES 


SECTOR 


54932 


86027 


INDEX NUMBER: 
CHARGE 


126.47 

+0.217 


IBB JORDAN CEMENT FACTORIES 

2865 

10405 

3.630 

3.640 

THE ARAB POTASH 

200 

982 

4.900 

4.910 

JORDAN PETROLEUM KEPI MART 

579 

5477 

9.470 

9.470 

THE INDUSTRIAL COMMERCIAL £ AGRICULTURAL 

546 

1743 

3.160 

3.200 

THE JORDAN WORSTED MILLS 

750 

5525 

7.300 

7 .350 

ARAB PHARMACEUTICAL MANUFACTURING 

9312 

46389 ' 

5.010 

4.990 

JORDAN CERAMIC INDUSTRIES 

1050 

6355 

5.970 

5.970 

JORDAN DAIRY 

487 

1169 

2.400 

2.400 

THE JORDAN PIPES MANUFACTURING 

1400 

3506 

2.510 

2.500 

ARAB CBBUOtL DJtTERUENTS INDUSTRIES 

200. 

2750 

13.800 

13.750 

SPINNING £ WEAVING 

1600 

2960 

1.850 

1.850 

DAR AL BAWA DEVELOPMENT & INVESTMENT 

1736 

12848 

7.400 

7.400 

ARAB ALUMINIUM INDUSTRY 

20S0 

11009 

5.350 

5.370 

LIVESTOCK fi POULTRY 

199974 

127591 

.620 

.650 

GENERAL INVESTMENT 

200 

520 

2.600 

2.600 

ARAB PAPER CONVERTING ft TRADING 

3750 

5326 

1.4DO 

1.430 

NATIONAL STEEL INDUSTRY 

2300 

5290 

2.350 

2.300 

NATIONAL INDUSTRIES 

11350 

12173 

1.050 

1.070 

INTERMEDIATE PETRO— CHEMICAL INDUSTRIES 

250 

470 

1.89D 

1.880 

JORDAN ROCKWOOL INDUSTRIES 

10B0Q 

12038 

1.120 

1.110 

JORDAN SULPHO— CHEMICALS 

7000 

9715 

1.400 

1.400 

ARAB CENTER FOR PHARH. ft CHEMICALS 

912 

1949 

2.150 

2.130 

UHLVKRSKL MODKBH INDUSTRIES 

1050 

3323 

3.160 

3.170 

JORDAN INDUSTRIAL JUSSO0RCXS CO. 

7600 

15120 

1.93D 

2.000 

JORDAN NEW CABLE COMPANY 

4800 

8065 

2.6BO 

1.670 

INTERNATIONAL TOBACCO ft CIGARETTES 

46100 

64229 

1.380 

1.400 

UNION CHEMICAL ft VEGATIABLE OIL ISDUSZKZ 

7337 

14771 

2.050 

2.020 

ZMDOSTRXAL SECTOR 

326198 

391603 

INDEX HUMBER: 125.18 




CHANGE 

: +0.12* 

GRAND TOTAL 

648544 

920598 

INDEX NUMBER: 155.47 




CHANGE 

: +0.33* 


NO. «F TRADED SHARES IN PARALLEL MARKET £ 
VALUE TRADED IN PARALLEL MARKET 


235209 

214973 


& 



Furnished Apartment 
For Rent 

In Um Uthaina, 3 
bedrooms, 3 bathrooms, . 
ground floor, telephone. 
Other apartments andi 
villas * 

Fumished/unfumished for ; 
rent or sale 

Abdoun ReaJ Estate 

Tel: 810605, 810609, 810520 


DOLLAR 


RENTA CAR 


Make Car 
Rental Simple 

Shmeismi 
reh 693399 



| Trim way H mwmthMm 

Stef MAr* SIM* 

Um utfmkwh Conrnorcm Cmrtm 

TftL: M1174 
.fact luted flhtttfs LMCd, 


MING-SHING 
Chinese Restaurant 

, The Best Cooking. 

Best Service, 

Best Atmosphere in Amman 
Deir Ghbar - American 
Embassy Str. near Baytun^ 
Housing Estate 
Open from: 

12 noon • 3:30 omu 
6:30 - 11:30 p.m. 


AVIS 

RENTACAR 



King Abdullah Gardens 
!. TeL 699420 „ 
816499 


For Rent 


^Deluxe Furnished 

c 

| irand Unfurnished <r 
o o 

| Lt-Villas apartments ^ 

land office Space 1 
icc tr 

oTo Suit-all Budgets o 

681113 688816 

For Rent - For Rent 


jffiL 



Quality Furnished Suites 


One and Two Bedrooms 
Reasonable Rates For 
Short or Long day 


5th Circle - 692672 


38 

1 

Wlwrfo&k 


^"garner 

YES U CAN 


d'angelo] 

TURINO ! ! 

I 

isiaii 

Exclusive yet 
affordable 

V 

AUTHENTIC 
ITALIAN RESTAURANT 

Jabal Amman 
Tel 638212 

Wim Seif & NawfaJ 


Air-conditioned Lounge 
and Oocside Terrace 



- -Sweffiyeh 865944 
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Sports 
Kasparov, Anand draw again 


NEW YORK (AP) — The 
sixth game of the Profession- 
al Chess Association World 
Championship between Gary 
Kasparov and Viswanathan 
Anand ended in a sudden 
draw Tuesday with the pieces 
in a complex, uneven posi- 
tion and either player able to 
win. 

After six games, all drawn, 
the score in the match is tied 
3-3. 

While chess experts argued 
over which player had die 
advantage. Kasparov, the ti- 
tle holder, played his 28th 
move and offered a draw, 
which was accepted quickly. 

After the game, both play- 
.ers stayed inside the specially 
constructed soundproof 
booth and discussed the 
match for about five minutes. 

“We both basically agreed 
with each other we didn’t 
have a due what was going 
on," Anand said. 

In the final position, Kas- 
parov, playing white, was 
ahead a rook for a knight and 
a pawn. 

Kasparov's strategy was to 
try to push a phalanx of 
pawns up the centre of the 
board to create a queen by 
reaching the opponent's back 
rank. Anand tried a similar 
attack, called a pawn steam- 
roller, but on the queen’s 
side. 

“It’s very messy," Anand 
said. "If 1 try to win too 
much, I could lose." 

While the quiet series of 
draws may be disappointing 
spectators, experts were im- 
pressed by Anand ’s ability to 
avoid losing against the world 
champion. 

“Vishy has the initiative," 
said former U.S. Champion 
Max Dlugy. “He's holding 
his own and he's the only one 
who's had a chance to win a 
game." 

Experts say Anand missed 
a chance to rip open Kaspar- 
ov’s defenses and checkmate 
his opponent in the third 
game last Thursday. 

On Tuesday, for the first 
time in the contest, Kasparov 
pushed his “E” pawn — the 
one in front of the king — 
^forward two squares on the 
first move, a move widely' 
regarded as the most aggres- 



Worid chess challenger Vishy Anand of India 
writes down a move in his match 

sive opener in chess. 

With both competitors 
playing rapidly, play moved 
into a Ruy Lopez opening, 
named after the 16th-century 
Spanish priest who invented 
it. 


The game followed pre- 
viously known paths until 
Anand aggressively castled 
with his king onto the queen's 
side. Castling, in which the 
player can jump his king two 
squares to hide it on the side 


of the board, is allowed only 
once a game per player. 

An 18th move mistake 
forced the challenger to sacri- 
fice a rook for a knight, but 
Anand was eventually able .to 
gain compensation by thrust- 
ing forward with his pawns on 
the queens ride. 


Apartment in Abdoun 

Ground floor ,2-3 bedrooms .sitting and 
dining rooms .kitchen and a bathroom 
Dr.Mahmoud Juma’ House , behind 
Abdoun Pharmacy . 

Tel. 624824,819850. 


WANTED 


least 


an English school in Kuwait is in need of : 

1- Male or female head teacher with at 
_ 10 years experience 

2- English or American women teachers for 

kindergarten, elementary and preparatory with 
at least two years experience 

3- female co-ordinator with 2 to 5 years experience'. 

all of the candidates should have a 
university degree 

please ca 11:675609 Ah lam 


JOB OPPORTUNITY IN 
THE GULF REGION 


WE HAVE BEEN COMMISSIONED BY OUR CLIENT IN THE 
GULF TO RECRUIT SUITABLE CANDIDATES FOR THE 
FOLLOWING POSITIONS: 

1. INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY MANAGER 

• Proven record of success with 12 to 15 yean experience 
managing Hie delivery of information technology services, 
preferably with in a retail banking environment. 

Proven expertise in: 

- Application Development 

- IT Operations 

- Service Management Delivery 

- Network Management 

- Quality Assurance 

■ Degree in Computer Science or related field. 

■ Working knowledge of LAN. WAN and Client Server 
technologies in UNIX, OS/2 and Windows NT software 
environments. 

■ Working knowledge of Hewlett Packard UNIX, and IBM PC 
compatible hardware environments. 

• Knowledge of C++, Kindle Systems banking applications, 
and delivery of electronic banking services strongly preferred. 

2. IT OPERATIONS MANAGER 

• Eight to ten years experience in- managing IT operations, 
preferably in a retail banking environment 

• Solid working knowledge of UNIX and I BM PC compatible 
hardware environments within a NOVELL LAN setting. 

■ Demonstrated expertise providing operational support for 
Kindle banking systems applications highly preferred. 

- Degree in Computer Science or related field. 

rNTERESTED CANDIDATES SHOULD SEND THEIR CV TO: 

K. H. TUQAN 
P.O. BOX 5552 
AMMAN 11183, JORDAN 


Asked if the sudden end to 
the* game was disappointing 
to the hundreds of fans 
watching on the 107th floor 
of the World Trade Center, 
Anand replied; “I think the 
spectators had enough fun. It 


Russia's Garry Kasparov in New York (AFP 
photo) 

was a tense moment. I only 
had half an hour left." 

Each player is allowed only 
two hours for the first 40 
moves. 

The seventh game will take 
place Thursday, with Anand 
playing white. 

The first player to score 
10.5 points in the 20 games 
wins the tournament. A win 
is worth one point; a draw 
nets a half-point. In the event 
of a 10-10 tie, Kasparov re- 
tains the title he won in 1985/ 
The winner $1 million; the 
loser $500,000. 


FULLY FURNISHED ROOF APARTMENT 

FOR RENT 

3 bedrooms, 3 bathrooms, living/dining, big 
modem kitchen, all elec, equip., new furniture. 

Tel. water, elec, central heating, terrace, water well 
60m3 located between 4th & 5th circles facing 
Abdoun. 

For further Information pis. call: 
677788 & or 654071 


Britain 
to bar 
hooligans 
from 
Euro ’96 

LONDON (R) — Bri- 
tain said on Tuesday it 
planned to use immigra- 


tion powers for the 


5t 

time in living memory to 
stop overseas soccer 
hooligans disrupting the 
1996 European Cham- 
pionships in England. 

A spokesman for the 
Home Office (interior 
ministry) said it would 
co-ordinate with the soc- 
cer unit at Britain’s 
national criminal intelli- 
gence service to inter- 
cept foreign hooligans at 
British ports and air- 
ports. 

Under existing im- 
migration laws. Britain 
has the right to refuse 
entry to anyone whose 
presence “s not condu- 
cive to the public good,'* 
the spokesman said. 

In living memory, we’ve 
not used these regulations 

Birtwe wffl^them^ we 
have to,” he said. 

En glish hooligans have 
disrupted the last two Euro- 
pean championships, in 
Germany in 1988 and in 
Sweden in 1992, clashing 
with foreign rivals. 

Last February, a friendly 
international in Dublin 
against Ireland was 
doned after English suppor- 
ters rioted. 

Concern over another 
bout of hooliganism at an 
England friendly against 
Norway in Oslo on October 
11 has led Norway to intro- 
duce new regulations which 
allow police to bar entry to 
anyone with a c riminal re- 
cord, British soccer sources 
said. 

They said Norwegian 
police can refuse entry to 
anyone who has committed 
a crime within the past five 
years which would merit a 
three-month sentence in 
Norway. 

A Football Association: 
spokeswoman said English 
soccer officials would ex- 
plore every avenue to 
vent a repeat of the Dublin 
riot. 

“We are obviously taking 
every possible precaution 
and talking to all relevant 
authorities,” she said. 


HEALTH MISSION 


fiY ZEPTER INTERNATIONAL 



LADIES TENNIS TOURS AMENT IN AMMAN 


SFGNZOREDBY 


jpepP 

I 1 INTCPWMlONAL 



’SNe are, to aansnsace toaX. \iv corporarimvrito X C A,Teums 

Krosnan'iid Cwc\e, ZEPTER. WTCEKHXTYO^NE \s 
sponsoring asioWows -. 

# YKwbVes \nato\jes Sop 

# Mixed YKnAAes matches - avrtaote day even! on^epteafoer 

Eot \he vrausexs of die tournament interesting, and vnhiabVe 
prizes are provided Vry ZEPTERIKTEl^TlORAl.. 


in addition to ZESTED HeaS^^sston in iotdsm, v*e have a 
pieasvne to introduce yon. to die hy cooYjn^infrcnftof 

■you'm codkwaie,hy 7EEYESL heahhme&od, on¥riday, 

1995. at the premises WC A chib, al 12 o’ckicV (noon). 

\5wte spoitAife wtthheahh^ ncRsnshmeift in aider to ensure heaVtoy and 
heaurihd future l 

hsrihet infornaarion yow may contact *Y C X,^aonemo.6AV19i , i. 
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‘London to bid for 2008 .Olympics 

LONDON (AFP) - London is to makea tai British w“ a “min“g°fb“200^ ! 
,0 host the 2008 Ol^Ptcs, wtth d kBnWh sladiu mcan& built ^ 

&he^«^ Guardian U when 

•Tt 'pCrJdthfBOA had already Recent bids by Manchester and Binning 
reat^d^ consensus that London is the only ham to host the games fai 



The Iraqi team celebrates after beating Hun- event in Knala Lumpur Malaysia last month! 
gary 2-0 in the final of the Mardeca soccer (AFP photo) 

Qatar take on Iraq 
in Olympic qualifier Friday 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The Qatari 
Olympic soccer team host 
their Iraqi counterparts in 
Doha Friday in the second 
match of the Asian Group 
8 Olympic qualifier. 

The Qatari team will be 
hoping to continue their 
successful debut after de- 
feating Jordan 2-1 in Am- 
man last Friday. 

While Qatar did not 
appear in a much superior 
form in Amman, their team 
nevertheless cannot be 
underestimated as they had 
training camps in Europe 
and have prepared well. 

Their opponents howev- 
er are a powerhouse in 
Arab soccer. 

After missing out four 
years from international 
competitions following the 
Gulf War, the Iraqi team 
did exceptionally well 


against Asian and Euro- 
pean teams in an interna- 
tional tournament in Kuala 
Lumpur. Malaysia last 
month where they beat the 
Hungarian team to win the 
title. 


Iraq recently hosted AL 
Wihdat in the Asian Cham-_,i 
pions Cup. They will next';! 
be hosting the Qatari and': 
Jordanian teams in Bagh- 
dad for the second leg of.! 
the qualifiers. 


Schedule of matches 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARF 
A TANNAH HIR 9 CH 


Q. 1 - Neither vulnerable, as Sooth 
you bald: 

«Voui VAQJ 199 5 4 OVoid 
+AQJ1063 

east 

1C 4* Dbl Pm 

T 

What action do you take? 

Q. 2 ■ Aa South, vulnerable, you 
bold: 

4KQ883 985 0A7S +K192 
The bidding has proc eeded : 

NORTH EAST SOUTH WEST 

14 Pm 1« PM 

3* Pm 40 P«sa 

4* Pm ? 

What do you bid now? 

Q. S - Both vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 

*9868 0753 OAK8S2 *3 

SOUTH 

1* 30 3* ? 

What action do you take? 

Q. 4 - As South, vulnerable, you 
bold: 

*AK4 093 OJ 85 4QJ852 

The bid ding has proceeded: 

NORTH EAST SOUTH WEST 
1* Pm 3* Pm 
20 Pm T 

What do you tad non? 

Q. 6 - East-West vulnerable, as 
South you hold: 

*Q78 093 OKQIO 4AJ095S 
The bidding has proceeded: 
NORTHEAST SOUTH WEST 
lO 30 ? 

What action do you take? 

Q- 6 - Neither vtUnexabie, as South 
you hold: 

*7 S OQJ75S OQiea *J 8 3 

8fflftfe P, 5SSK- WEST 
1* Pm 10 Pm 

3* ' Pm ? 

What do you bid non? 


Ms 


Venae 

.1 

Friday 22# 

Qatar va. Iraq 

Doha 

A 

Friday 29/9 

Jordaa n. Iraq 

Amman 


Friday 6/16 

Qatar n. Jordan 

Doha 


Friday 13/M 
Friday 20/10 

Iraq vs. Qatar 
Iraq n. Jardaa 

Baghdad 

Baghdad 

-a 




— r? 
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Jordan 

Times 

Tel. 

667171 
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Invitation for Bids 

Wastewater Collection and Treatment 
Systems in the Greater Irbid Area 
Wadi Arab Wastewater Treatment Plant 
Contract No. 174/95/Central 

1. The Water Authority of the Ministry of Water 
and Irrigation, through the Ministry of Public Works 
and Housing/government Tenders Directorate, 
invites experienced German contractors, who 
have Implemented several wastewater treatment 
plants of similar size in the last 5 years, and local 
contractors, who have been pre-qualified by the 
Ministry of Public Works and Housing as a First 
Grade in all of the following fields: Treatment 
plans, Water and Sewerage, Electro-Mechanics, 
Roads and Buildings, alone or in a joint venture to 
submit their offers for the construction of Wadi 
Arab Wastewater Treatment Plant. German 
contractors are strongly encouraged to joint 
venture or associate with the above grade local 
contractors. 

2. The project is partiafly financed by the 
Kreditanstalt fQr Wiederaufbau (KFW). The project 
consists of the construction of a wastewater 
treatment plant (designed capacity: Population of 
“ Extended Aeration System) including 
all civil, mechanical and electrical works. 

3. Tender documents are available and may be 
examined and purchased from the Government 
Tenders Directorate at the Ministry of Public Works 
and Housing in Amman P.o. Box 1220, Tel f+)962 
6 606 757, Fax (+)962 6 606 751 

4/ The non-refundable fee for each set of tender 
documents will be JD 2,000. 

5. The latest date for the purchase of tender 

1 995 mentS by the eiigib,e bidder s is October 28. 

a' i Pr 2~, bld conferenc e will be held at the Water 

Jordan 11 ^ 0ffice in Amman at 900 hours, ! 
Jordan local time, on Wednesday, Octobr 30. 

ioca'utmfi 6 nnV 0 ' !? er ,han 1200 hours. Jordan 
the office of th November 28. 1995, to 

8 B°ds wm he nnh?T em Tendere directorate. 
Jordan i^I rJl ,b " c,y T opened * 1400 hours. 
1995 inThe Tuesday, November 28. ! 

Directorate! 6 ° f the Governr "ent Tenders 


ij 


rE?: Nas ? r Mad adha 
Genera? ^ n,ral Te ™««* Co, 
Tenders Di raciorau OVernmen, 
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4 . li , i** 
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CINEMA TEL: 634144 

PHILADELPHIA 

Isabelle Adjani 
in 

La Reine 
Margot 

Shows: 12:30. 3:30. 6:00. &30, 10:45 


CINEMA TEXT 699238 

PLAZA 

Bruce Willis in 

Die Hard HI 

Shows at 12:30,3:30,8:30 and 
10:30 

Children's movie 
Lion King 
Every Thursday and Friday 
Shows all 2:30 p.m. - 


TED 677420 

CONCORD 

CONCORD “I” 

Adel Imam & Yusra 

Bird© of the Darkness 


Shows: 1 230. 330, 6, 8; 1 5, 1 0:45 

CONCORD “2” 

Police Academy 
“Mission to Moscow* 
Shows: 4, 6, 8, 10 


MUSA HIJAZIN ' 
“Sumaa'" 

IN 

HI Citizen 

daily at 8,30 pm 
- written & directed by 

Mohammed Shawaqfeh 

****************** 


Nabi! Al MasHini Theatre 
TEL: 675571 

performances 
will seize 
starting of today 
until further 
notice 


«■ rusnam's 

AH LAN • 

pre 

(Ahian 

Wel< 

Norma 

Shows starl 
bor feservati 
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— -nment intervenes in Weah row 

ONROVIA, (AFP) — A row involving 
Liberian football star George Weah over who 
a plot of land has sparked die interven- 
tion of the country’s new transitional govern- 
ment. Youth and Sports Minister Francois 
noi said Wednesday the government 
__ ding talks with Mohammed Sawane to 
the issue settled out of court. Sawane 
his mother bolds the original deed for a 
Of land in Monrovia’s Sinkor suburb on 
inch AC Milan star Weah is building a 


union denied FIFA recognition 

RTO (AFP) — FIFA will not officially 
the International Professional Foot- 
Association set up Monday by Diego 
dona and other stars, the football gov- 
ing body's secretary general Sepp, Blatter 
here on Wednesday. "They are free to 
nn associations like all employees and to 
scoss work problems, but they must address 
ves to their employers, that is to say 
dubs and national associations,” said 
latter. 

gland may lose UEFA Cup place 


NDON (AFP) — English dubs face losing 
„ UEFA Cup place next season after a 
decision by European football’s ruling body 
on Tuesday to launch an inquiry into this 
summer's Inter-Toto Cup shambles. Football 
Association chief executive Graham Kelly 
and chairman Sir Bert Millichip flew to a 
meeting in Portugal -hoping to hear that 
England had been granted an additional place 
in the UEFA Cup for the second succesive 
season because of the nation's Fair Play 
record. But they returned under threat that 
there could be one less English side granted a 
UEFA Cnp place next season. It is under- 
stood that some European officials are less 
than happy with events surrounding the half- 
hearted involvement of Sheffield Wednesday, 


season competition. A statement from UEFA 


read: "Reviewing the first edition of the 
UEFA Intertoto Cup, the executive commit- 
tee decided to ask the control and disciplinary 
committee, as well as the Fair Play and dub 
competitions committee, to deal with the 
conduct of English dubs." 

Charltons mourn England trainer 

LONDON (AJFP) — Republic of Ireland 
manager Jack Chariton and his brother Bobby 
were among the mourners who attended the 
funeral of former England trainer Harold 
Shepberdson on Tuesday. Shepberdson, who 
died of a heart attack aged 76, was involved 
with England for a record 171 internationals 
and four World Cups including Sir Alf Ram- 
sey’s famous 1966 triumph which featured the 
Charltons. Before becoming a trainer, 
Shepberdson played for his home town dub 
Middlesbrough and was awarded the MBE in 
1969 for his services to football. The Football 
Association were represented at his funeral by 
former England full-back Jimmy Annficld. 


Maradona blasts absent stars 

ISTANBUL (R) — Diego Maradona blasted 
fellow soccer celebrities for failing to turn up 
at an all-stars benefit match In Turkey for 
Bosnian children. "I won’t forgive them for 
not appearing at such a helpful event when 
they said they would," Anatolian news agency 
quoted Maradona as saying after Tuesday 
night’s game in Istanbul. “It’s a disgrace for 
the footballing family. I'm ashamed,’ said 
Maradona who didnot play in the game 
between A world XI and a Turkish XI 
because of his continuing suspension for 
failing a dope test at the 1994 World Cup 
finals. Organisers had said they were expect- 
ing a host of stars including Brazil's Beseto, 
Roberto Baggio and Liberian striker George 
Weah of AC Milan, Barcelona's Jose Maria 
Bakero, and Real Madrid's Michael Laudrup. 
Maradona made a speech on the pitch and 
presented medals to the teams. The world 
side, made up mostly of Spanish league 
players and foreigners play 
4-1. 


European transfer system thrown into doubt 


Dominique Wilkins impressive m Greece 


LUXEMBOURG (AFP) — 
European football's multi- 
million dollar transfer system 
and restrictions on the num- 
ber of foreign players per 
club were m tatters here on 
Wednesday after a ben- 
chmark legal finding. 

The German advocate 
general of the European 
Court of Justice, Carl Otto 
Tenz, unequivocally con- 
cluded that both the current 
system, under which clubs 
can buy and sell players, and 
rules which restrict the num- 
ber of foreign players per 
dub contradict the Treaty of 
Rome. 

Hts 258 page submission to 
’the European Court of Jus- 
tice has to be ratified by the 
court's 15 judges and a deci- 
sion is expected by the end of 
the year. 

However, cases in which - 
the advocate general's opin- 
ion are over turned are ex- 
tremely rare. 

Jean-Marc Bosnian, who 
has fought a five-year cam- 
paign to have European foot- 
ball's dollar transfer system 
declared illegal, described 
the summing up of his case as 
“a total victory.” 

Lenz said Artide 48 of the 
Treaty is to be interpreted as 
prohibiting: 

1. A football dub from 
being able to demand and 
receive payment of a sum of 
money when one of its play- 
ers, whose contract has ex- 
pired, is engaged by another 
club. 

2. The restriction of play- 
ers, who are members of 
another national association, 
from dub competitions orga- 
nised by national and interna- 
tional assodations. 

That is the European Foot- 
ball Union (UEFA) rule 
which prevents dubs from 


using more than three fore- 
igners and two assimilated 
players in European competi- 
tions. 

Lenz also overturned the 
transfer system on the basis 
of Artide 85 of the Treaty 
which governs free competi- 
tion within the European Un- 
ion market. 

UEFA accepts that its 
rules breach the principle of 
freedom of movement en- 
shrined in the Treaty of 
Rome but argues they are 
necessary to prevent the 
game being permanently 
dominated by a cartel -of 
super-rich dubs. 

A ruling in favour of the 
31-year-old Bosman effec- 
tively leaves players free to 
negotiate their own transfers 
and entitles them to the re- 
ceipts of their moves. 

Cubs would be entitled to 
received compensation if a 
player moved before his con- 
tract expired but otherwise 
they would receive nothing. 

At a stroke, small clubs 
which have thrived by nurtur- 
ing yonng players and then 
selling them, will be deprived 
of their financial lifeblood. 

Big dubs too could be 
affected. Although a ruling in 
favour of Bosman makes it 
easier for them to use their 
financial muscle to spoon off 
the best talent available, it 
will also mean that they can 
no longer count players as 
assets, wiping millions of dol- 
lars off their asset sheets 
overnight. 

Jean-Louis Dupont, Bos- 
nian's lawyer,* yesterday 
(Tuesday) rejected sugges- 
tions that a ruling in favour of 
his dient need necessarily 
promote chaos in the game. 

"Hie transfer system and 
the foreigners’ rule are two 
sides of the same coin. They 


are not about the interests of 
players, they are about the 
interests of the clubs," he 
said. 

Bosman had not argued 
that the transfer system 
should be dismantled over- 
night. 

He wanted the principle to 
be aixepted and believed au 
institution with the power of 
the European Court would 
be capable of working out a 
transitional system that 
would give the game time to 
adapt to the rules which app- 
ly in every other labour mar- 
ket. 

Bosman's campaign to 
have the rules changed began 
in 1990 when a planned trans- 
fer from RFC liege to the 
French club Dunkirk fell 
through. 

Liege reacted by refusing 
to release the midfielder 
while offering him a new deal 
at only a quarter of his pre- 
vious salary. 

Bosman refused and took 
the issue to the Belgian 
courts. His case was upheld 
but Bosman, regarded as one 
of the most technically gifted 
players in the country, found 
himself snubbed throughout 
Belgium. 

Unable to resume his 
career he decided to attack 
the European rules which he 
held responsible for the fai- 
lure of his move in Dunkirk. 

Gordon Taylor, president 
of the international federa- 
tion of professional footbal- 
lers’ associations, paid tribute 
to Bosman and his lawyers 
for their determination and 
resilience in pursuing the case 
over five years. 

“It proves sport cannot be 
above the law," added 
Taylor, who is also chief ex- 
ecutive of the English play- 
ers’ union. 


"Hopefully, never again 
will a footballer be denied his 
rights to move to a club of his 
choice when his contract ex- 
pires." 

These rights were impor- 
tant, Taylor said, because of 
the precarious nature of foot- 
ballers' careers. 

"What is best for a star 
player may not be best for all 
members of a union. England 
has 92 dubs and 4.000 mem- 
bers. In a situation where 
there is literal freedoms of 
contract, unless the richer 
clubs are prepared to pool 
resources there could be a 
contraction of clubs and 
jobs.” he said. 

He sighted the example of 
American football in the 
U.S. where player-power had 
resulted in a country four 
times the size of Britain hav- 
ing only a quarter of the 
number of clubs. 

Taylor said Bosman's case 
had arisen because of the 
antiquated Belgian system 
which allowed RC Liege to 
cut Bosman's salary while re- 
fusing to release him. 

However, Dupont dis- 
puted this. 

“It is not only the Belgian 
system,” he said. “This prob- 
lem arose under an interna- 
tional transfer under UEFA 
rules. 

“Lenz makes dear that the 
system clearly contradicts 
Article 85 (competition 
rules). This Article applies 
every bit as much to a trans- 
fer between Liverpool and 
Manschester as it does to any 
other transfer within the 
European Union,” he said. 

Taylor said football would 
need to study carefully the 
consequences of the literal 
abolition of the transfer sys- 
tem. 

“The clarity of the judge- 


*ment means the governing 
bodies in Football at Euro- 
pean and national level will 
have to give attention to what 
could be major upheavals in 
the present organisation of 
football,” he said. 

"We don’t wish to see 
clubs scrapping their youth 
training schemes.” 

Taylor also expressed con- 
cern about the implications of 
the foreigners' ruling for 
European competitions, 
-where non-European Union 
teams would be playing 
under different rules from 
those governed by the Treaty 
of Rome. 

Dupont said he hoped for a 
definitive judgement by the 
beginning of next year at the 
latest. 

The advocate-general's 
hefty report made only one 
slight exception in its ruling 
by recommending a system of 
compensation for clubs that 
trained and developed young 
players. 

Bosman, who described 
the decision as a “total vic- 
tory,” said his five-year battle 
had been “very difficult 
morally and financially.” 

“It's been a long fight but 
today we have arrived at a 
very important stage and I 
hope this decision will be 
welcomed by footballers 
across Europe,” he said. 

Bosman's claim for 30 mil- 
lion Belgian francs (one mil- 
lion dollars) in compensation 
will go back to an appeal 
court in Liege if the Euro- 
pean Court upholds its 
advocate-general’s finding. 

Bosman was also hoping 
that international stars, in- 
cluding Diego Maradona, 
would appear in a benefit 
match to raise funds to re- 
compense him for a career he 
admits is now virtually over. 


ATHENS (AP) — In his first 
public appearance Tuesday 
night in a pre-season game 
with his new team, Panathi- 
naikos Athens, former Bos- 
ton Celtics player Dominique 
Wilkins appeared to need 
more time to meet the dub’s 
Requirements. 

I Panathinaikos beat Parti- 
san Belgrade 75-73 in over- 
time (65-65) in a pre-season 
game. But the Athens dub 
failed to live up to its poten- 
tial despite their victory be- 
fore 8,000 fans at the brand 
new 20,000-seat stadium at 
pie Olympic complex near 
-the capital. 

• The daily “Sports Time” 


Wednesday described the 
2.03-metre (6-foot-8) Wilkins 
as “sluggish and average” 
particularly in the 2nd half 
when he appeared tired. 
“Occasionally he showed his 
excellent talent,” the paper 
added. 

The 35-year-old player 
signed a two-year contract 
with Panathinaikos for $7 
million. The contract is consi- 
dered the richest one for a 
player outside the National 
Basketball Association 
(NBA). 

Wilkins, along with his 
2.16-metre (7-foot- 1) Croa- 
tian teammate, Stojan Vran- 
covic, were the game’s top 


scorers with 19 points each. 

W ilkins had 4/6 foul shots, 
3/15 two-pointers, 3/6 thre&- : 
pointers, gained seven re- 
bounds and made six mis- 
takes. 

Last season Panathinaikos 
finished second behind 
Olympiakos Piraeus in the 
Greek Premier League. With 
the addition of Wilkins, the 
Athens dnb has set its sights 
on the Greek and European 


mss; India undaunted by Ivanisevic in Davis Cup 

ers. 3/6 three-* . . . J. 


The Greek Championship 
starts Sept. 30 and Panathi- 
naikos {days its first game for 
the -European Championship 
Sept. 28 against Larina’s Zaf- 
gins Kaunas away. 


NEW DELHI (AFP) — 
Underdogs India are not 
overawed by Goran Iva- 
nisevic's towering presence as 
they prepare to face Croatia 
in die Davis Cup world group 
play-off tie beginning here on 
Friday. 

Few give the hosts a chance 
against the big-serving world 
number six, who is expected 
to play m both the singles and 
doubles in the three-day tie 
on grass courts at the Nation- 
ai ■’Sports 'Chib of ’India." 

But the unpredictable na- 
ture of Davis Cup play, com- 


bined with energy-sapping 
heat and humidity, and home 
support, leave Leander Paes 
and company optimistic ab- 
out their chances. 

“This is tiie toughest tie for 
our young team, but it's still 
50-50,” said the 124th-ranked 
Paes, whose Davis Cbp ex- 
ploits have made him a 
national hero at 22. 

“No one gave us a chance 
against Switzerland and 
France In 1993, but we still 
made it to the semi-finals. 
Rankings mean little in Davis 
Cup.” 


Paes feels it is by no means 
a foregone conclusion that 
twice Wimbledon finalist Iva- 
nisevic will beat him and In- 
dia’s second singles player 
Mahesh Bhupathy. 

“Goran is a class apart, but 
he is kpown to be temper- 
amental. We can get at him 
through his mind, crowd sup- 
port and humidity, and 
perhaps upset his rhythm,” 
Paes said. 

“Goran could struggle 
playing three matches in this 
beat and we have a good 
chance against their likely 


second singles player Sasa 
Hirszon, ranked 369. 

“Even if we give Goran 
two singles, we can make up 
in the remaining three match- 
es. The doubles will obvious- 
ly be important,” Paes said. 

A confident Ivanisevic, ful- 
ly recovered from a sprained 
ankle that put him out in the 
first round of the U.S. Open, 
had a simple formula to beat 
the heat: “I’ll keep the 
matches short.” 

Ivanisevic; a self-confessed 
Davis Cup addict, said he was 
determined to lead Croatia 


back into the elite 16-nation 
world group after losing to 
Germany in the first round in 
Maxch. 

“It’s different playing for 
your country. You are pep- 
ped up. Normally you travel 
alone, but here you have four 
or five of your own to cheer 
you. it’s a great feeling,” he 
safcL 

“I do not underestimate 
the Indians, especially Paes. 
He is a very talented player. 
Bnt I am confident we will 
win," he said. 


Grindlays Bank 


Welcomes to Jordan 


. . -.*• i 




Mr. Alister Maitland 

Executive Director ANZ, Melbourne, and 

Mrs. Maitland 


and 




Ian 1 

. , t . O r?1 C* 


Mr. Achut Bommakanti 

Senior General Manager 
ANZ Grindlays Bank, London, and 

Mrs. Bommakanti 





12 


News 


JORDAN TIMES, THURSDAY-FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 21- 22, 199$ 


Israeli troops kill boy in 
Nablus, seal off Gaza 


Turkmen arrives with a message of 
assurance to Palestinian refugees 


NABLUS, occupied West 
Bank (Agencies) — Israeli 
police shot dead a Palestinian 
teenager on Wednesday 
apparently after stones were 
thrown at their vehicle in the 
West Bank city of Nablus, 
Palestinians said. 

They said Omar Ahmad 
Baker, 16. was hit by two 
bullets in the abdomen and 
died on arrival at A1 Ittihad 
Hospital. 

An Israeli army spokes- 
woman said she was checking 
the report. 

Palestinians said Baker's 
grandmother who heard the 
news while visiting relatives 
in self-ruled Gaza, was trying 
to reach Nablus for the funer- 
al but Israeli soldiers were 
preventing her from leaving 
the coastal area because of a 
military closure ahead of 
Jewish holidays. 

Nablus was the scene of 
daily confrontations between 
Israeli soldiers and Palesti- 
nian youths during the 
Palestinian uprising which 
began in 1987 and tapered off 
after Israel and the Palestine 
Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) interim peace deal in 
1993. 

Meanwhile. Israel sealed 
off the Gaza Strip, barring 
thousands of Palestinians 
from reaching jobs in the 
Jewish state. 

The army said the closure, 
imposed just after midnight, 
would be in place until furth- 
er notice. 

No reason was given for 
the closure, which came as it 
became dear that Israel and 


the PLO would not make a 
Sept. 21 deadline for signing 
an agreement to expand 
autonomy in the West Bank. 

Musa Arafat, head of milit- 
ary intelligence in the PLO- 
run Gaza Strip, said Israeli 
officials had told him they 
expected attacks against 
Israelis because of the 
approaching Jewish holidays 
and impending agreement. 

“They said they received 
information that Islamic 
Jihad is planning for a suicide 
attack,” he said. 

Islamic Jihad and the lar- 
ger militant group Hamas 
have claimed responsibility 
for a series of suidde attacks 
against Israelis in their cam- 
paign against the Israel-PLO 
peace process. 

But Mr. Arafat said 
Palestinian officials had no 
information about an Islamic 
Jihad attack, and called the 
dosure an “exaggerated” re- 
sponse. 

Freih Abu Medien, justice 
minister in the Palestinian 
National Authority (PNA), 
said the closure appeared to 
be an attempt to undermine 
the Israel-PLO talks. 

“If they do it with Gaza 
while the negotiations are 
going on, they can do it in the 
West Bank after the negotia- 
tions,” he said. 

PLO Chief Yasser Arafat’s 
spokesman, Marwan Kanafa- 
ni, said the Palestinians 
would protest the closure. 

The Palestinian comman- 
der of the main Erez border 
crossing. Colonel Radwan 
Abu Qumsan, warned that 


U.N. has no proof of 
germ agents in Iraq 


BAGHDAD ( R) — The Un- 
ited Nations has no proof that 
Iraq still has germ warfare 
agents but will need to verify 
all have been destroyed, a 
senior U.N. official said on 
Wednesday. 

"We have no evidence that 
agents still exist in Iraq." 
Charles Duelfer. deputy ex- 
ecutive chairman of the U.N. 
Spedal Commission (UN- 
SCOM). told Reuters at the 
end of his four-day visit to 
Baghdad. 

He said but the U.N. 
would only declare Iraq clean 
of such agents when it verifies 
that all have been dismantled 
as claimed by Iraq. 

Mr. Duelfer said earlier 
the verification that the 
weapons were scrapped was 
one of UNSCOM's major 
concerns and should take a 
great deal of time. 

“We have began the pro- 
cess (of verification). It is a 
difficult process.” Mr. Duel- 
fer. a former American diplo- 
mat. said. 

He said the Iraqi side iden- 
tified for the U.N. locations 
where the materials were 
burned or destroyed. 

The U.N. investigation, 
according to Mr. D'uelter. 
would include the taking of 
soil samples, interviews with 
ccfkccmed authorities and an 
analysis of related docu- 


ments. 

Iraq handed over to the 
United Nations on Tuesday 
more documents on its past 
germ warfare activities in an 
effort to have crippling trade 
sanctions lifted, but Mr. 
Duelfer said details were still 
lacking. 

Mr. Duelfer arrived in 
Baghdad on Sunday. He said 
he made “some progress" 
and described his talks as 
“frank and constructive.” 

He said the magnitude and 
nature of Iraq's germ warfare 
programme was the cause of 
major concern in many coun- 
tries in the world, particularly 
Iraq's neighbours. 

; Iraq made startling revela- 
tions about its weapons prog- 
rammes last month, particu- 
larly about its biological 
weapons. It admitted for the 
first time to producing 200 
biological warheads and addi- 
tional agents beyond what 
was previously disclosed. 

■ U.N. experts are analysing 
enormous amounts of docu- 
ments — about 650.000 pages 
— provided by Iraq following 
the defection to Jordan of 
Lieutenant-General Hussein 
Kamel who ran Iraq's milit- 
ary industries. 

Mr. Duelfer said contacts 
with the defector would continue 
for .both the verification of 
Iraqi data and bridging of 
existing gaps. 


PLO assails Lebanon's 
'human waste' remark 


CAIRO (Agencies) — The 
Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO) on Wednes- 
day slammed Lebanese Tour- 
ism Minister Nicolas Fattush 
for describing Palestinians 
expelled from Libya as “hu- 
man waste.” 

“It is a disgusting declara- 
tion from a minister devoid of 
any morals,” the PLO’s rep- 
resentative to the Arab 
League, Mohammad Sobeih, 
said before the opening of a 
meeting of the organisation's 
foreign ministers here. 

Mr. Fattush reportedly 
said that the Palestinians 
were “human waste being 
dumped in Lebanon.” 

But on Friday he qualified 
his remarks saying he had 
been misunderstood, adding: 
“What I wanted to say was 
that no country in the world 
has the right to use the 
Palestinian people as human 
waste.” 

Mr. Sobeih. however, said 
the explanation was insuffi- 
cient. 

The minister was sharply 
criticised in Lebanon by die 
media and several political 
figures called for his resigna- 
tion. 

But Lebanese Transport 
Minister Omar Miskawi later 
told a Palestinian delegation 
the remarks were merely a 
“slip of the tongue” which 
did not reflect official 
Lebanese position. 

Libyan leader Maammar 


Qadhafi began to throw out 
30,000 Palestinians in Libya 
at the beginning of the month 
in a bid to illustrate that the 
Israel-PLO autonomy 
accords have not created a 
Palestinian homeland. 

Lebanon and Egypt have 
both refused to take in the 
expelled Palestinians, leaving 
about 150 stranded at a no- 
man’s land between the Li- 
byan and Egyptian borders 
for more than two weeks. 

Late Tuesday officials at 
the PLO headquarters in 
Tunis announced they had set 
up a crisis team to deal with 
the situation. 

The expulsions are not on 
the agenda for the Arab 
League meeting that started 
here Wednesday, but will be 
taken up on the sidelines in 
meetings between the PLO, 
the Arab League and Libya, 

Arab League {Secretary 
General Esmat Abdul 
Meguid met with the Libyan 
Arab Unity Minister Jomaa 
Ai Fazzani on Tuesday to 
discuss the expulsions and 
was due to meet Wednesday 
with the head of the PLO’s 
politburo Farook Kadoumi, 
Mr. Sobeih said. 

The Libyan authorities 
have given businesses 60 days 
to put their employees' pap- 
ers in order, the justice minis- 
try said Tuesday. 


the closure would further 
damage die Gaza Strip eco- : 
nomy, primarily dependent 
on day labour in Israel. 

About 8,000 Palestinians : 
. from Gaza have permits to 
work in Israel. The number 
dropped from 12,000 after a 
recent suicide bombing in I 
. occupied Jerusalem, when , 
Israel required workers to get 
new magnetic identification i 
cards. j 

Israeli security forces on ; 
Wednesday detained the ail- 
ing mother of a Palestinian 
bomb- maker wanted for I 
planning suicide bombings in 
Israel for Hamas, relatives 
said. 

They said Aysheh 
Mahmoud Ayyash was de- 
tained from her home in the 
West Bank village of Rafat at 
dawn' on Wednesday, 
apparently to pressure her 
son Yahya Ayyash, dubbed 
by Israel “The Engineer," to 
turn himself in. 

Relatives said the woman 
suffers from diabetes and 
from a heart condition. 

Ayyash is believed to be 
behind a series of car bombs 
that have killed scores of 
Israelis in the last two years. 

Israel believes Ayyash, 
who has been on the run 
since 1993, is biding in self- 
ruled Gaza. 

Relatives say Israeli secur- , 
ity forces regularly raid Rafat 
village and often detain 
Palestinians who have a simi- 
lar name during routine 
checks at military check- 
points throughout the West 
Bank. 

Turkey is 
cool to 
possible 
PKK truce 

ANKARA (R) — Turkey on 
Wednesday played down a 
possible ceasefire offer by the 
rebel leader of the ' Kurdish 
Labour Party (PKK), which 
is fighting an 11-year separat- 
ist campaign in the southeast. 

“I won't comment on any 
PKK announcement,” Fore- 
ign Minister Erdal Inonu told 
a news briefing. “Suffice to 
say everyone knows our posi- 
tion. We want terror to end, 
and our security forces are 
working for that.” 

“At tire same time, we are 
continuing to make all neces- 
sary initiatives in parliament 
for the development of 
democratic rights in our 
country," he said. 

The Germany-based DEM 
Kurdish news agency on 
Tuesday quoted PKK leader 
Abdullah Ocalan as saying he 
was considering calling a ; 
ceasefire, similar to one cal- 
led by the rebels in 1993. 

“If the Turkish state does 
not come against us with the 
intention of destroying, we 
want to start a new ceasefire 
process," Mr. Ocalan said. 

The PKK's unilateral ceas- 
efire in 1993 held for nearly 
three months until the guer- 
rillas killed 33 soldiers in a 
bus ambush after complain- 
ing Turkey had not recipro- 
cated. 

More than 15,000 people 
have been killed in the PKK's 
fight for Kurdish autonomy 
or independence in southeast 
Turkey. 

Turkey, which has flatly 
rejected all previous calls for 
international mediation and a 
truce with “terrorists," has 
often said it is on the brink of 
defeating the PKK military. 


By Ghalia Alul 

Special to the Jordan 
Times 

AMMAN'— UNRWA 
Co mmi ssioner General liter 
Turkmen Wednesday dis- 
missed fears that the agency 
will be dismantled in the 
near future, adding that 
■ UNRWA’s mandate will be 
renewed for three years in 
1996. 

'There is no specific time 
to e limin ate the services of 
UNRWA,” Mr. Turkmen 
told journalists on the first 
of a three-day visit to the 
Kingdom. 

Mr. Turkmen, who met 
with Prime Minister Sharif 


Zeid Ben Shaker and dis- 
cussed with him issues of 
mutual concern, also denied 
accusations that the agency 
has reduced the services it 
offers to Palestinian 
refugees in Jordan, Syria, 
Lebanon, the West Bank 
and Gaza. 

Mr. T urkme n's visit to the 
Kingdom comes at time 
when the agency's employ- 
ees have threatened a gener- 
al strike if UNRWA does 
not meet their demands for 
salary increases as well as 
better work conditions. 

Mr. Turkmen said that 
budgetary constraints were 
the reason behind 
UNRWA’s failure to grant 
salary rises to its employees 


in 1995, noting that its bud- 
get deficit for this year 
stands at $5-6 milli on. . 

But, he said, UNRWA 
promises to grant salary 
hikes to its employees next 
year. 

“We are not decreasing 
our services,” Mr. Turkmen 
said in response to a ques- 
tion. On the contrary, he 
said, the agency is increas- 
ing its services. 

But if donor countries do 
not contribute to the 
agency's budget, be 
warned, UNRWA will be 
forced to reduce its ser- 
vices. 

Mr. Turkmen said he 
expected the agency’s bud- 
get for 1996 to reach $340 


million but urged Arab 
countries to increase their 
contributions. 

Responding to demands 
that UNRWA employees 
during two sit-ins 
they organised this month, 
Mr. Turkmen said the 
agency’s finan cial situation 
does not enable it to meet 
the employees’ demands 
concerning cnd-of-service 
compensation and early 
retirement plans. 

As for the losses the 
employees’ saving fund 
incurred last year, Mr. 
Turkmen said the agency 
invests about 90 per cent of 
the savings in bonds and 10 
per cent in equities. 
Continued on page 7 


Accused in Wadi Mujib case want trial 
by criminal court on attempted murder 


By Rana Hnsseini 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The attorneys 
of two Jordanians involved in 
the February 1994 attack on a 
French diplomat on Wednes- 
day contested the State 
Security Court's jurisdiction 
to try the suspects and 
charged that their case should 
instead be tried at the crimin- 
al court. 

Attorneys Saleh Armouti 
and Hikmat Rawashdeh told 
a packed court room that 
their diems should first be 
charged with attempted mur- 
der and they should be tried 
at the criminal court. 

“Our defendants should 
first stand trial at the criminal 
court for attempted murder 
charges in addition to the 


other charges," Mr. Armouti 
said, adding that the attor- 
neys had ample proof that the 
suspects did not shoot the 
French diplomat. 

He also said that all 
charges should be tried at the 
same court and should not be 
separated. 

Mr. Annouti charged that 
his suspects were interro- 
gated under duress, and that 
they were questioned and 
confessed in front of intelli- 
gence agents rather than the 
state prosecuter general. 

The state prosecutor 
general asked the court to 
postpone its session to allow 
him time to reply to the two 
attorneys. Judge Hafez Amin 
set Oct. 1 for the new session. 

The two defendants, both 
22, were arrested after a Feb. 


14 incident in which a French 
diplomat was shot and 
wounded in the Wadi Mujeb 
area. 

During the first court ses- 
sion the state prosecutor 
general did not include 
attempted murder charges 
against them, stating that it 
was not his speciality. 

The formal charges against 
the two included “plotting to 
cany out extremist attacks, 
possessing illegal arms and 
explosives, and manufactur- 
ing hand-made explosives.” 

According to the charge 
sheet, the two suspects, a 
school messenger and a furni- 
ture shop assistant, made ex- 
plosive devices and wanted to 
take over a tourist bus in 
southern Jordan, but were 
deterred by the presence of 
security guards around the 


vehicle. 

The two then fled. 

Shortly afterwards, they 
came across Gilles Heine, a 
second secretary at the 
French embassy, and his wife 
who had stopped their car at 
a scenic spot in Wadi Mujib. 
The suspects tried to force 
the couple to get into the car 
at gun point, the prosecution 
said. 

Mr. Heine struggled with 
the two men. A police patrol 
noticed the quarrel and came 
to the rescue, the document 
said. The French diplomat 
was shot in the chest and foot 
after police and the attackers 
exchanged fire. 

According to the docu- 
ment, the two allegedly 
started planning in 1994 to 
target tourists who visit Wadi 
Mujib. 


Mahdi opposes violence 
as means to oust regime 


CAIRO (R) — Former 
Sudanese Prime Minister 
Sadeq AI Mahdi, figurehead 
-of opposition to the mflitazy 
government in Khartoum, 
was quoted on Wednesday as 
saying that violent opposition 
would be a dead end. 

He said there had been 
some political relaxation jn 
■Sudan but further change was 
needed to allow freedom of 
expression. 

Commenting for the first 
time on last week's student 
demonstrations in Khartoum, 
he told the Arabic-ianguage 
newspaper AI Hayat that 
these were the natural result 
of the government's policies 
on higher education and of 
popular discontent with eco- 
nomic hardship. 

“The government must 
realise that these demonstra- 
tions were not the first mid 
will not be the last. It must 
look at studying the reasons 
for them, rather than sup- 
pressing them,” he said. 

“Mahdi admitted that 
there had been a relative 
political relaxation in the 
country and called for a con- 
tinuation of this relaxation,” 
AI Hayat said. 

“(There should be) changes 
in the laws and policies which 
lead to people being detained 
for expressing their opinions 
objectively," Dr. Mahdi 
added. 

“Some hardliners who call 
for violence must realise vio- 
lence will not achieve good 
results. It is a dead end,” he 
said. 


Many members of the 
Sudanese opposition in exile 
favour a popular uprising 
backed by force to overthrow 
the military go v e rn ment of 
President Omar Hassan AI 
Bashir, who himself threw 
Dr. Mahdi out of office in 
1989. 

Dr. Mahdi repeated his call 
for a constitutional confer- 
ence bringing together all 
Sudanese political forces. 

The government says it is 
ready for reconciliation with 
individual opposition figures 
but it wiQ not deal with the 
old political parties it dis- 
solved in 1989. 

Newspaper suspended 

Authorities in SudaD have 
stopped pnblication of a pri- 
vately owned newspaper 
which had recently criticised 
Khartoum's military govern- 
ments, the state press and 
publications council said 

Council chairman Moham- 
mad Saeed Maruf said the 
paper, AI Rai AI Akher. 
broke the law by not appoint- 
ing a qualified editor during 
the absence of its regular 
editor Mohieddin Titawi. 

Mr. MaruFs comments 
were quoted m a government 
newspaper. ; 

AI Rai AI Akher (the other 
view), has recently published 
articles criticising the military 
government. 

One article by a prominent 
lawyer said Sudan was grow- 
ing increasingly isolated in- 
ternationally. 


Violations in Bosnia 
ahead of deadline 


SARAJEVO (Agencies) — 
Serb forces fired two missiles 
at a North Atlantic Treaty 
Organisation (NATO) plane 
near Sarajevo on Wednes- 
day. and the Bosnian army 
was heavily criticised for fir- 
ing mortar bombs, hours be- 
fore a NATO deadline for 
the Serbs to lift their siege of 
the city. 

As the Serbs withdrew 
heavy weapons from around 
Sarajevo to meet, the dead- 
line, they announced that 
Serb paramilitary troops had 
come to their defence in 
northwestern Bosnia. 

The Serbs allowed U.N. 
peacekeepers to monitor a 
pullback of their heaviest 
guns, and NATO and U.N. 
officials said it appeared the 
Serbs would meet the 10 p.m. 
(2000 GMT) deadline for 
withdrawal, rather than risk 
renewed NATO airs trikes. 

U.N. sources said on con- 
dition of anonymity that the 
Serbs had withdrawn about 
230 of an estimated 300 heayy 
weapons from the city’s id- 
kilometre exclusion zone. 

Some rebels continued de- 
fiant, firing at two NATO 
planes near Sarajevo before 
dawn Wednesday, said 
NATO spokesman Captain 
Mark van Dyke. No planes 
were damaged. 

Both incidents violated 
NATO's ultimatum to the . 
Serbs, but the alliance * 
appeared unwilling to resume 
bombings that would damage 
U.S.-led push to end 40 
months of Balkan war.- 


Leading Serb military 
troops in northwestern Bos- 
nia is Zeljko Raznatovic, 
alias Arkan, branded a war 
criminal by the United 
States. His arrival indicated 
the Serbs are determined to 
halt Muslim-Croat attacks on 
the besieged region of Banja 
Luka. 

Arkan's forces stand ac- 
cused of committing some of 
the worst war atrocities in 
Croatia and Bosnia and of 
participating in the mass evic- 
tin of non-Serbs from their 
homes. 

The Bosnian Serb news 
agency SRNA and local radio 
in Serb-held Prijedor re- 
ported Wednesday that 
Arkan had joined rebel 
forces in Sanski Most, some 
40 kilometres west of Banja 
Luka. 

“We came here to defend 
the people and get back what 
is ours. We will not allow the 
Ustashi (Croat) knives to 
slaughter Serbs again," 
Arkan. told SRNA without 
’specifying how many of his 
Serb volunteers’s guard were 
with him on Bosnian terri- 
tory. 

In their recent offensive in 
central and western Bosnia, 
Muslim and Croat forces cap- 
tured vast territory from re- 
treating Serbs, slashing rebel 
holdings from 70 per cent to 
under 50 per cent, U.N. offi- 
cials said. 


Afghan power-brokers court former monarch in exile 


ISLAMABAD (AFP) — 
Zaher Shah, the Afghan 
monarch deposed in 1973, 
could again become a key 
figure in the political intri- 
gue on the sidelines of his 
country's civil war. 

Pakistan Foreign Minis- 
ter Sardar Assef Ali met the 
79-year-old Zaher Shah at 
his home in Rome at the 
start of the week, according 
to diplomatic sources, 
though no official 
announcement was made. 

In July, the Pakistan gov- 
ernment gave a spedal wel- 
come to the foimer king’s 
son-in-law, Sardar Abdnl 
Wait, sparking protests 
from Afghan President 
Bnrhanuddin Rabbani. 

The authorities in Pakis- 
tan have radically changed 
their longstanding hostility 
to Afghanistan's royal fami- 
ly over border claims while 
Zaher Shah ruled. 

Zaher Shah's attraction is 
that he is the only known 
Afghan figure* who is not 
discredited. His independ- 
ence from all the factions 


fighting for control of the 
country is undoubted. 

The former king’s image 
has been strengthened, in- 
directly, by the general dis- 
dain now shown towards 
the traditional Mujahedeen 
chiefs, who have proved 
themselves incapable of 
making any land of agree- 
ment to end the civil war 
that has torn the country 
apart since the fall of the 
communist government in 
1992. 

Zaher Shah ruled for 40 
years until be was over- 
thrown by a cousin, Sardar 
Da ud, in 1973 and became 
an exile in Rome. 

Top diplomatic sources 
-said there was a Pakistan 
plan for the former king to 
play "the bridge" between 
southern Afghanistan, 
dominated by the Taliban 
Islamic militia, and the 
north, now controlled 
mainly by Rashid Dostum, 
a former communist gener- 
al, and his ethnic Uzbek 
forces. 

On top of his distance 



Zaher Shah 


from the waning parties, 
Zaher Shah has the advan- 
tage of being, like most of 
the Talibans' religious stu- 
dents, a Fashtun and from 
Kandahar. The southern 
'city is the former royal 
.capital as well as the Tali- 
bans' headquarters. 

Gen. Dostum las already 


shown his ideological flex- 
ibility by allying last year 
with the Muslim fun- 
damentalist chief, Gulbud- 
din Hektnatyar. 

Gen. Dostum has said he 
would have no objection to 
an eventual return by the 
king. But one diplomat 
commented, however, 
"Dostum would even 
accept Mickey Mouse as 
president if he thought he 
would get a share of pow- 
er.” 

The main stumbling 
block for the plan that 
Pakistan is said to have 
prepared is the Afghan 
president and bis military 
right-hand man, Ahmad 
Shah Masood. 

Mr. Rabbani and Mr. 
Masoud, who have accused 
Pakistan of interfering In 
Afghan affairs, have not 
been included in the plan. 

“For the first time ever, 
'there is unanimity of opin- 
ion in Pakistan bureaucracy 
to get Rabbani and Masoud 
out of Kabul,” said a diplo- 
mat. 


The plan could be finan- 
cially costly, diplomats said. 
In spite of the ex-king’s 
popularity in Kabul and toe 
south of Afghanistan, the 
Pash tun tribal chiefs would 
have to be compensated for 
giving him the royal wel- 
come he would demand. 

One diplomatic source 
said it could cost several 
million dollars and that 
Saudi Arabia had been lob- 
bied. But he added: “The 
Saudis want accountability. 
If they pay for the return of 
Zaher Shah, they want a 
role.” 

Many observers are now 
waiting for signs of Zaher 
Shah’s desire to return to 
political life. He was a con- 
stitutional monarch when in 
Afghanistan and has no lust 
for power for himself or any 
of his four sons, one in- 
formed source observed. 

As a symbol of national 
unity, the former king has 
also repeatedly said he 
would never return to 
Afghanistan unless asked 
by all the political players. 



Naples saint’s 
blood liquefies 
right on schedule 

NAPLES, Italy (R) — The 
substance Neapolitans 
believe is the blood of their 
city’s patron saint liquefied 
on schedule Tuesday in a 
repeat of a ritual “miracle'' 
they believe brings good 
luck. The miracle of the 
blood of San Gennaro 
occurred about an hour 
after some 3,000 faithful 
prayed aloag with the 
southern city's archbishop. 
Cardinal Michele 

Giordano, in Naples cathe- 
dral. The phenomenon is 
regularly hailed as averting 
disaster which supersti- 
tious Neapolitans believe 
will strike toe city if the 
substance held in a gold . 
phial fails to liquefy. The 
miracle has been recorded 
on set dates twice a year for 
toe past 600 years — SepL 
19, the fourth century 
saint’s feast day, and the 
first Saturday in May. 
Italian scientists have con- 
firmed that the substance is 
blood but have not discov- 
ered why it liquefies regu- 
larly. 


Nasal spray could 
help prevent 
common cold 

SAN FRANCISCO (AFP) 
— A nasal spray being 
developed by researchers 
could possibly stop the 
common cold from infect- 
ing people who squirt a few 
drops in their nose, scien-’ 
lists said Tuesday. Though 
not a cure, the medicine, a 
synthetic version of a mol- 
ecular substance that exists 
in toe human nose, has 
shown to be effective in 
stopping the rhinovims 
from infecting chim- 
panzees. The rhinovirus is 
responsible For about half : 
of all colds. Edward 
.Huguenel of Bayer Corp. 
outlined the work at a 
‘meeting sponsored by the 
American Society for 
Microbiology. The medi- 
cine, still in the early 
research stages, essentially 
lures the rhinovirus toward 
toe fake lining and away 
from toe actual nasal pas- 
sages, thereby avoiding 
infection. 


China to build | 
university for the 
disabled 

BEIJING (R) — China said ! 
Wednesday it was estab- 
lishing the country’s first ; 

university exclusively for j 

toe disabled, featuring ! 

cheap or even free tuition. 

The state bad budgeted 180 | 

million yuan ($21.6 mil- ; 

lion) for initial construc- 
tion of toe school in Yantai 
in northern Shandong 
province, the Xinhua News 
Agency said. Its kind in 
China, the university 
would be open only to dis- 
abled persons, Xinhua said. 

It would offer courses in 
law, finance and comput- 
ers, as well as Chinese tra- 
ditional massage, arts and 
crafts, it said. Tuition fees 
would be lower than at J 
other Chinese universities 
and some students with I 

special abilities would £ 

have fees waived, Xinhua l 

said. £ 


Carter 

collaborates with 

daughter on book 

ATLANTA (R) — Jimmy 
Carter, well known as a 
former president, a peace- 
maker and a poet, is about 
to add yet another title to 
his curriculum vitae: chil- 
dren’s author. Tunes Books 
said Tuesday the- 70-year- 

old Carter has collaborated 
with his daughter Amy on a 
children's book entitled. 
The Little Baby Snoogle- 
Fleejer. Written by Mr. 
Carter, toe tale of a sea 
monster who befriends a 
crippled boy is based on a 
story the former president 
used to tell his children 
when they were small. 
Amy Carter, a graduate sni- * 
dent in art. did the illustro- ” 
dons. “Amy’s illustrations 
startled me at first, but I 
have grown to love them," 
Carter was quoted as say*, 
mg by the Atlanta Journal- 
Constitution Tuesday. 



